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Frank E. Gannett, founder of the media
conglomerate that now publishes 90 news-
papers, including USA Today, was also
active in politics: He sought the Republican
nomination for vice president in 1936 and
for president in 1940. Gannett's personal
papers were donated to Cornell and have
now been catalogued.

To mark the availability of this fascina-
ting archive which also includes photo-
graphs of Gannett's political campaigns
against the New Deal, as well as the per-
sonal papers of his late wife, the Gannett
Foundation and Cornell Libraries will pres-
ent a lecture, "Frank E. Gannett: A Pub-
lisher in Politics," by Richard Polenberg,
the Cioldwin Smith Professor of American
History, on Oct. 8 at 4 p.m. in the Hans
Bethe Auditorium on the seventh floor of
Clark Hall.

The Gannett Foundation, sponsor of the
event, is among the nation's 20 largest pri-
vate foundations, with assets of more than
$570 million. It has contributed more than
$2 million to Cornell in the last 20 years,
including support for the Gannett Health
Center and the Performing Arts Center.
The foundation also supports journalism
education, adult literacy, and community
programs in areas where Gannett Co. Inc.
has subsidiaries.

In addition to its newspapers and USA
Weekend magazine, Gannett operates eight
television stations, 16 radio stations and the
largest outdoor advertising company in the
country. It all began with the Elmira
Gazette, in which Gannett bought a half
interest in 1906. He was 29 years old; the
investment was $20,000.

The son of a hotelier, Gannett began his
association with newspapers by delivering
the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, a
newspaper his company has owned since
1928. He won a scholarship to attend Cor-
nell, where he covered the university presi-
dent's office for the Cornell Daily Sun.
When the president, Jacob Gould Schur-
rnan, was appointed by William McKinley
as head of the First Philippine Commission,
he asked Gannett to serve as his secretary.

In 1899, Gannett was back in New York
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Department of Manuscripts and University Archives
A photograph from the Republican National Convention, Philadelphia, Pa., June 1940,
one of many photographs in the archives of Frank Gannett, recently made available by
the Cornell Libraries.

State as a journalist, becoming the city edi-
tor of the Ithaca Daily News. His later role
as a chain newspaper owner gave him a pol-
itical platform. Early opposition to Presi-
dent Roosevelt's agriculture policies led to
an invitation from Senator William Borah
to run with him for the vice presidency, but
Alfred M. Landon beat Borah for the
nomination.

Gannett founded the National Committee

to Uphold Constitutional Government to
oppose Roosevelt's plan to add justices to
the Supreme Court. In 1940, after the court
plan failed, Gannett ran for the presidential
nomination as "the man who stopped
Roosevelt," but Wendell Willkie was named
by the Republican Convention. He
remained an active Republican, a philan-
thropist and a supporter of Cornell until his
death in 1957. — Irv Chapman

Revolution
seen in data
transmission

Using a new Cornell process that offers
the promise of economical production of
new high-temperature superconducting
material, University of Rochester scientists
have discovered that the superconductors
can conduct electrical pulses as short as 10
to 15 trillionths of a second without
absorption or distortion and at very high
levels of electrical current. The shorter the
pulse over a digital data line, the greater the
information that can be transmitted.

Thus, say the scientists, superconducting
digital data transmission lines could be built
with far greater capacity than even optical
fibers for transmitting computer data,
television pictures and telephone
conversations. Also, future computers could
use superconducting transmission lines to
move massive amounts of data rapidly
among components on computer chips.

First application of its kind
"These results represent the first

application of this newly discovered high-
temperature superconductor to high-speed
electronics and communications systems and
could trigger a revolution in these areas,"
said Gerard Mourou, who directs the
Ultrafast Science Center at the Univrsity of
Rochester's Laboratory for Laser
Energetics, and who is one of the team
members.

"For instance, we can predict that, over
distances of miles, lossless superconducting
transmission lines with 100 times the
capacity of optical fiber systems could be
developed," he added.

Mourou explained that a single such
superconducting data transmission line
could have information-carrying capacities
of a terabit, or a trillion bits, of information
per second.

Such a line could transmit the text
equivalent of one thousand Encyclopedia
Britannica's per second, more than 15
million two-way voice conversations or
more than 10,000 full-color television
channels. Such a transmission line could
transmit the entire 25 million books of the
Library of Congress, the world's largest

Continued on page 3

Fact-finders fear Haiti
may cancel election

A fact-finding mission of Caribbean
nationals visited Haiti in late August and
found political and economic conditions
deteriorating so rapidly that elections for
president and the House of Assembly sche-
duled for November may be cancelled.

"There is a serious question as to whether
the electoral machinery can be gotten into
shape in time for elections in November,"
said Locksley Edmondson, a member of the
mission.

"In August, the group which was inde-
pendently set up by the constitution to
organize the elections had no money nor
building in which to carry on their work,"
he said, adding that holding the election
"seems almost impossible at this time."

In February 1986, President-for-Life
Jean-Claude Duvalier, nicknamed "Baby

Continued on page 8

Writer of ILR book to describe
womens' lives, jobs in cotton mills

Locksley Edmondson

Two women born into poverty in the
South will visit the university this week to
describe the plight of women in the South-
ern textile industry.

They are Victoria Byerly, author of the
book "Hard Times Cotton Mill Girls: Per-
sonal Histories of Womanhood and Poverty
in the South," and the Rev. Katie Cannon,
the first black woman to receive a doctorate
from Union Theological Seminary and the

^ first black woman to be ordained in the
Presbyterian clergy.

Byerly's book is an oral history based on
interviews with 20 women who lived and
worked in North Carolina mill towns. Can-
non is one of the women interviewed. The
book was published by ILR Press at the
School of Industrial and Labor Relations.

Andrea Fleck Clardy, an editor in the
ILR Press, said, "The lives and subculture
of Southern mill workers are almost com-
pletely undocumented. Virtually nothing
that explores workers in the Southern mills
has been written although a great deal has
been written on Northern textile workers.

"This book deals with life in the company
town where the mill is the only game in
town. These workers were exploited by low
wages and poor working conditions, but
there was another side: Working in the mill
was a way of achieving some security and
comfort."

After graduating from high school — she
was the first member of her family to do so
— Byerly followed her mother, grand-

Continued on page 7
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22 sexual harassment complaints received during year
Twenty-two complaints of sexual

harassment were received by the Office of
Equal Opportunity from Sept. 1, 1986,
through Aug. 31, 1987, according to a new
report.

The report was prepared by Cornell's
coordinator of women's services, Carolyn
McPherson, for Joycelyn R. Hart, the
university's associate vice president for
human relations.

It says that the complaints — 20 from
women and two from men —included one
or a combination of the following: offensive
comments, harassing notes, unwanted
touching and fondling, harassing telephone
calls, pressure for a sexual relationship and
requests for sexual favors in exchange for
preferential treatment in employment or
academic status.

Confidentiality assured
"The university takes complaints of

sexual harassment very seriously," Hart said
in discussing the report. "We investigate
each case carefully and sensitively."

She emphasized that "complete
confidentiality is absolutely necessary if
people are to come forward," adding that
Cornell "also is vigorous in protecting those
who have been accused if no evidence of

harassment is found."
McPherson's report says that 14 of the

complaints received by the Office of Equal
Opportunity were made by students, seven
by employees and one by an area resident.
These complaints named five supervisors,
eight faculty, four employees, two groups of
students and one corporation recruiter.

"Complete confidentiality is
absolutely necessary if people
are to come forward. Cornell
also is vigorous in protecting
those who have been accused
if no evidence of harassment is
found."

— Joycelyn Hart

Four complaints were resolved through
resignations, seven persons were warned to
stop their behavior and in three cases the
staff did not find evidence of sexual
harassment, McPherson said. The
complaint about the recruiter was referred
to the corporation for corrective action. In
two cases, persons filing reports decided

later not to proceed with an investigation at
that time, and two other cases were not
investigated because of the length of time
since the alleged harassment took place.

In situations in which an individual could
not be identified, such as anonymous notes
or shouted offenses, sexual harassment
prevention workshops were held for the
departments, offices or student groups to
which the alleged offenders belonged,
according to McPherson. In some cases, a
memorandum was sent to members of the
group or department.

First report of its kind
In a survey conducted last year, 61

percent of 786 upper-class and graduate
female students said that they had
experienced "unwanted sexual attention"
from someone in authority over them
during their time at Cornell. Most often,
the unwanted attention consisted of sexist
comments.

"This is the first time we have done this
type of report," McPherson said. "After a
recent Supreme Court case on sexual
harassment, people began taking a closer
look at the situation and realized more
needs to be done. The American Council on
Education suggested that institutions publish

a report to let the community know what's
happening.

"When the Office of Equal Opportunity
receives a complaint about sexual
harassment, a staff member discusses the
complaint with the person and finds out
what the person wants done to resolve the
complaint," she added. "The person named
and that person's supervisor are informed
about the complaint, as is the dean or
department head.

"Our staff work with the department, the
person named and the person filing the
complaint to find a satisfactory resolution.
The investigations are handled with
sensitivity and confidentiality to ensure fair
treatment of everyone involved. If the
complainant requests anonymity, the
investigation can be done without using
names or specific situations. Complainants
are protected from retaliation."

Most complaints are resolved through
informal mediation, she said. If that is not
successful, formal grievance procedures are
available.

For more information about how to
initiate a sexual harassment complaint,
contact the Office of Equal Opportunity,
234 Day Hall, 255-3976.

Pope's tour helps to keep Curran busy during first weeks here
The move from Catholic University to

Cornell for the current academic year gave
the Rev. Charles Curran his first opportun-
ity to teach at the undergraduate level and
gave him a more heterogeneous student
body than he had taught before includ-
ing an avowed atheist and two young peo-
ple whose graduate plans are to enter
rabbinical school.

Curran, who favors sports shirts open at
the neck over a clerical collar, is teaching
"Fundamental Moral Theology" and "The
Renewal of Roman Catholicism at the
Second Vatican Council." Asked if he
brought his views of the recent American
visit of Pope John Paul II into his class-
rooms. Curran said, "I thought I'd better
stick with the syllabus."

But Curran arrived on the Cornell cam-
pus in August as newspaper reporters and
broadcast producers were preparing preview
stories on the pending visit. He accommo-
dated all who asked for his -views, and those
who had not caught up with him before he
left Washington followed him to Cornell.
He videotaped interviews day after day on
the picturesque Arts Quad, with reporters
from Montreal, Boston and Amsterdam.
He held a news conference to accommodate
local media.

Papal commentator
The pope's travels between Miami and

San Francisco coincided with the first fort-
night of classes, and Curran found himself
shuttling between New York and Syracuse

the closest locations for live interviews
Pending the arrival of a satellite uplink on
the campus in November at the invita-
tion of the MacNeil-Lehrer, To3ay and
Donahue programs.

Cornell originally approached Curran
more than a year ago, before he was pub-
licly criticized by the Vatican for his views
°n the limits of dissent from the authorita-
tive teaching of the Roman Catholic
Church. He delayed accepting the offer

from a search committee headed by Vice
Provost Barry B. Adams, once an agree-
ment in principle was reached, until he
could secure a leave of absence from
Catholic University. He is pressing for his
right to return to teaching religion there.

Looking back on the papal trip, Curran
admitted that John Paul "came down more
heavily on dissent than 1 thought he might
have," but took heart from the contrast
with the pope's last visit eight years earlier.
Then, only one dissenting statement was
made in the pope's presence, on the role of
women in the church.

"This time, you had about 10 people say
exactly the same thing and, interestingly
enough, the Vatican had approved all those
talks ahead of time," Curran noted. "It's a
different kind of atmosphere, an incipient
dialogue taking place. At the very min-
imum, if it didn't raise the consciousness of
the pope, it certainly had to raise the con-
sciousness of many people in the United
States."

The role of women in the church
According to Curran, "the role of

women, 52 percent of humankind, is prob-
ably the most divisive internal issue that the
Roman Catholic Church is going to face in
the foreseeable future.

"Other questions, like contraception or
even divorce and homosexuality you can
get some solution to those problems without
getting structural change necessarily. But in
order to change the role of women in the
church, you're going to need structural
change, the hardest kind of change to
occur.

"And it's very much a cultural issue," he
added. "There's no doubt that feminism is
further advanced in the United States than
in other countries. History bears out that
the one thing the Catholic Church has
learned from the American experience has
been human rights issues, the worth and
dignity of human beings. And it seems to

warn

Rev. Charles Curran

me the women's issue is primarily a human
rights issue."

Smorgasbord Catholicism
Curran rejects the oversimplification that

Americans are indulging in "pick-and-
choose Catholicism, or smorgasbord Cathol-
icism or cafeteria Catholicism. I don't hear
any Catholics saying that we want to get rid
of three sacraments, or add six persons to
God, or deny the role of Jesus as Savior.
There is fundamental agreement on the core
and central issues, and the areas of dissent
are on the periphery," he said.

Freed from the ringing telephone and
interview requests of his first weeks here,
Curran, who brought 300 of his own books
to Ithaca, is spending up to two days a
week in the Cornell libraries researching
academic freedom and Catholic higher
education.

"The library is amazingly good for never
having had a department of religion here,"
he said.

But more demands on his time are origi-
nating on campus, not unexpectedly. Cur-
ran was invited to lecture on ethics at the
Johnson Graduate School of Management,
on religion and the Constitution as part of
the university's Constitution Bicentennial
observance, and on theology and science for
the Program on Biology and Society. Pro-
fessors of history, communications and
human sexuality extended invitations. Cur-
ran is also committed to four public lectures
in the spring as part of his endowed visiting
professorship.

Ethics in university curricula
As to the current concern with ethical

content in university teaching, Curran feels
"it's a little too simple for people to say,
'Oh, we've got to have, more ethics.' Though
ethics might not be as inexact a science as
economics, it's a little dangerous to look at
the ethicist as the answer person.

"In many ways, the ethicist is probably
like the psychiatrist. Are ethicists the best
human beings, the best decision makers'? 1
tell my classes, 'You might not know
enough ethicists to answer that question,
but I do."

• "Most people would say psychiatrists are
not the most emotionally mature, well bal-
anced, head-screwed-on people in the
world," Curran went on. "But psychiatry is
important because what they do is study
systematically, critically and reflectively
what human emotional development is. In
an analogous sense, that is what an ethicist
does with morality.

"So you can have good moral people
who have never read an ethics book. You
can have morality apart from religion. The
need for moral and ethical considerations
obviously should follow from our
humanity."

— Irv Chapman

Superconductor Continued from page I

library, in two minutes, said Mourou.
"These transmission lines would also have

the advantage of extreme simplicity due to
the lack of transducers such as modulators
and detectors," Mourou said. "These
components are required in fiber optic
systems to transform the signal from the
electrical to the optical domain and back."

Superconductors are materials capable of
carrying electrical current with no resistance.
Last year, a new class of ceramic materials
Was discovered that became superconduct-
ing at "high temperatures" of up to 90
degrees above absolute zero (about -183
degrees Centigrade). Such superconductors,
dubbed "high Tc superconductors" could be
cooled by cheap liquid nitrogen, which
means that large numbers of practical appli-
cations of the materials are now feasible.

The Rochester scientists — from the
University's Laboratory for Laser Energetics
and the Department of Electrical

Engineering worked with a thin film of
superconductor made of yttrium, barium,
copper and oxygen grown on a yttrium-
doped zirconium oxide substrate by the
Superconducting Thin Film Group at

"Such a line could transmit the
text equivalent of one thousand
Encyclopedia Britannica's per
second, or the entire 25 million
books of the Library of
Congress, the world's largest
library, in two minutes."

— Gerard Mourou

Cornell University and patterned into a
high-speed circuit at Cornell's National
Nanofabrication Facility (NNF).

According to Robert Buhrman, a
professor of applied and engineering physics

who led the Cornell team that synthesized
the material, "The ability to grow smooth,
thin-film coatings of this superconductor on
zirconium oxide has important economic
implications for application of the material.
The zirconium oxide is at present about 10
times cheaper than strontium titanate that
has until now yielded the best results.

"But more important, this result shows
that high Tc films with very high current
carrying capacity can be grown on
substrates whose crystal structure does not
exactly match that of the film," said
Buhrman. "This is very promising for the
development of an economical high Tc thin-
film production technology."

The work at Cornell was done at the
university's Materials Science Center and
the NNF by a team consisting of Buhrman
and graduate students Daniel Lathrop and
Stephen Russek.

The Rochester research began in 1982
with a technique to study the propagation

of electrical pulses through transmission
links in the picosecond and subpicosecond
range. The scientists discovered that propa-
gating extremely short pulses without
attenuation or distortion, even over very
short distances, was difficult because of
absorption by the conducting electrodes.

To circumvent this problem, the Roches-
ter scientists, as well as scientists working
independently at the International Business
Machines Corp. laboratory in Yorktown
Heights, N.Y., explored the use of super-
conducting materials for pulse transmission

The Ultrafast Science Center is supported
by the Air Force Office of Scientific
Research University Initiative, and
additional support has been provided by the
Department of Energy, the National Science
Foundation and the Strategic Defense
Initiative Office. The Cornell Work was
supported by the Office of Naval Research
and the National Science Foundation.

— Dennis Meredith
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