HEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL EXPRRIHENT STATICH
.Geneva, Ns Y.

BLUEBERRY GROWING, .

Pending the publication of up-to~date information on blueberry growing
in Few York State based on experiments now.under way, this mimsographed
statement has been prepared to answer some of the- questlons most frequently
asked by those who wish to grow this fruits

Locating the planting.-- The site chosen for blueberries should have good
air circuintion which permits cold air 4o move to lower levels and thus
prévent frost pocketse Avoid low arsas and arsas completely surrounded by
trees or shrubss. ¢ - :

Soils for blueberries.-- Blueberries thrive best on loosc-textured soils,
such as snands, peat.and mucks Heavy droughty soils should be aveided, and
drainage should be suleclejt to prevent the roots from standing in water
during The g”ov1ng sensons The soil should be tested for Dcldltv before the
plents. are sete Blueberries seem to do bebter om more.acid.scils-than do
most oropse  Acidity is mensured by the pH of the soil, a ronge of pH 444
to 5.0 being best suited to this fruite. The loecal County Agent 1is usually
prepared to make soll celdity tests or will assist in hhvlng them mades

‘Modifying sollss-- Where soils do not have the desired acidity yet are
suitable in other woys. for blueberry culture working sulfur into the.
surface 6 inches of The scil in-the feollowing nmounts one year befors the
plants are set is recommonded,
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Varieties.-- Among the va rletlos now avallable,.the following, arronged
in order of ripening, are espocinlly recommended for New York: Concord,
Stanley, Dixi, Atlantic, Pemberton{_and.Jersey.

Planting distancce.-- The plents should be set in rows 8 to 10 feect
epart, with the plants spanced 4 to 5 feet in the row. Early spring ploante
ing on wecll preoparcd ground is rcoommcnded._ Sulfur, if needed, should be
added & year bhefore plantinga o

Care of the plontinge-- The plantlﬁg should be kept frco from weedsa
It should bec bornc im mingd, however, that the fncdlnﬂ roots of blucbhberrics
arc close to the surfacc and that cxtreme carc is nccded to aveid injury by
cultivetion. For this rcason, mulehing is e¢speeially recommendcd in bluce-
borry monagemont. Sawdust hes been found to be an cfficient mulching
materials After thoe plants arc cstablished; the usc of fertilizers is
important in maintaining vigorous. growths The first year aftcr sctting =
5=10«5 fertilizor should bc anpllcd at the rabe of abeut 2-.ounces to the
plant, with the rate 1ncreasmng as the plants comc into full bearing until
mature plants rocoive about § pound of fertilizer cmch anmuallys The
fertilizor should not ko applicd closcr than 6 inches to the stem of the
plant but should be sprend in a band around the bush and from 5 to 2 or
& feot wide, deponding on the size of the plant,.

Pruning.-- The fruit is produced on wood of the previous season's
growtlle, Strong shoots from the basc of the plant or vigorous laoterals
from the older canes produce the best berricse Little or no prurning will
bz reguired the first two or threc yecars, but after the bushoes come into
bearing the oldor branches and low-spreading branches ncar the ground should
be romovods Unleoss proporly pruncd blueberrics will overbear and produce
large quantitics of small berricse Pruning is usually donc while the bushes
arc dermont during late winter and early springa

Summarized from Circular Wo., 189 now out of orint)



PUBLICATIONS O BLUEBERRIES

The following publicotions on blugberrics arc available from the
institutions indicatod:

1.

2o

" Be

by

s

Blucberry Growing. Us, Se Dopte of Agriculburc Farmer's Bul, No.

1951ls Ue S» Depte of Agriculture, Washington, De Ce or from
your Congressmare

Tmproving the Wild Blucberrys  Ue Se Dopte of Agriculture Yearbook

Separate Nos 1080e oupte of Documents, Us S. Printing Offico,
Washington, Ds Ce Five centse

-Egsentinls of ‘Blueberry Culturc. Michigsn State. College Ccha Bula

Noe 188._ mlchlgan Stata Collcgc, Bagt L“n51ng, slchs:.

Bluebcrry Culttre in Mossachusobttse Mosse Lgrs Expe Stoe Bule

Noe Sl7s HMass. otate College, Amherst, Masse

iﬁprovcd Blucberrics, Ne Hi-Agru'Expf-Sﬁthééfc;.ﬁég.zis;.

University of New Hampshire, Durham, Ne He

Scveral circulars on various phascs of blucborry growing arc also
available from the Now Joerscy Experiment Stetion at New Brunswick; Ne Je

NURSERYMEN SUPPLYIHG BLUEBERRIES

Following is o partial list of nurseries supplying nemed varictics of
blucberricse The firms mentioned are regnrded as reliable but no guarantee
of reliability is inplicd and no-disérimination is inteondede '

New York
_Goorge Morse, Williamson, Ne Ye
‘:?_'hlchﬁgan
De fe Byrd, Pe- 0s Box 126, St Josephs Hiche
Dre Kecfc'ls Blucberry Plamtatlons, Grand Juncﬁlop, Michs
Je Re Spclman,; South Haven, ¥iche
De We Wodsworth, Fomnville, Hiche.
- Horry Wokeman, Bangor, Michs
U Morylend o
Royner Brethers, Salisbury, Hds

‘Massoehusctts

Co W, Atwoter & Son, Agawam, Masss

Mrse Le Ao Houskton, Hanovor, Masse

Yrs. Mabelle He Kclley, East Warchom, Jass¢
 Log Cabin Nurscriocs, Orieans, Mass.

New JerSLy

’“Theodore H. Badd Pemberton, Ne Jo
“Earold B. Scammell Toms River, Ne Je
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