
Earle Nelson Burrows

March 24, 1883 — May 6, 1951

Earle Nelson Burrows, Associate Professor of Structural Engineering, died unexpectedly at his home in Ithaca, 

N. Y. on May 6, 1951, after forty years of uninterrupted service in the School of Civil Engineering at Cornell 

University.

He was born on March 24, 188 at Deposit, N. Y., the son of Nelson D. and Adeline M. Burrows. After graduating 

from the Deposit High School, he entered Cornell University and was graduated with a civil engineer degree in 

1907, and in 1914 he obtained the M.C.E. degree from his Alma Mater.

From 1907 to 1908, Professor Burrows was employed by the Owego Bridge Company; then followed two years’ 

association as a structural engineer with the American Bridge Company at Chicago. In 1911, he returned to 

Cornell as an instructor in the then College of Civil Engineering; was made an assistant professor in 1915, and an 

associate professor in 1941.

In addition to his teaching, he was engaged as a consultant on many structural engineering projects and served for 

a number of years as a consultant bridge engineer for the Board of Public Works of the City of Ithaca, and in that 

capacity designed several of the smaller bridges across Cascadilla and Fall Creeks in Ithaca. During the summer 

of 1917, he was employed as a bridge designer for the State of New York at Albany.

As a teacher, Professor Burrows was most friendly with the students, for whose individual needs and difficulties he 

had great understanding and patience. He had a wide acquaintance with the civil engineering alumni. His courses 

in structural engineering were popular; while he demanded certain standards, yet he was patient and took great 

pains to demonstrate the practical application along with the theory. The students always felt free to consult with 

him at his office. His classes looked forward with pleasure to field inspection trips with him to existing structures, 

and the annual visit of the structural class to the American Bridge Company’s plant at Elmira was arranged by 

him with much care so that the student could gain practical knowledge of steel fabrication.

Professor Burrows was an ardent fisherman and nothing pleased him more than to accompany a few of his friends 

on a fishing trip to some nearby stream or lake, or as he often did, take an extended journey to fish a stream in the 

Adirondacks or a lake in Canada. He was also interested in golf and enjoyed heartily his associations at the Ithaca 

Country Club, of which club he was at one time a trustee. He was a member of the Seal and Serpent Fraternity, the 

Pyramid Society, and the national honorary civil engineering society of Chi Epsilon.
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He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Julia Vail Burrows, and a son Earle Lawrence Burrows of Pittsburgh, Pa., who was 

graduated from Cornell as a civil engineer in 1934. Professor Burrow’s first wife, Mae Whitaker Burrows, died in 

1946.

Professor Burrows’ passing will be deeply regretted by a host of former students and alumni, who remember him 

not only as a former teacher but as a sincere friend. The School of Civil Engineering has lost a most valuable and 

experienced teacher and the faculty a friendly and loyal colleague.

B. S. Monroe, John Perry, George Winter

Cornell University Faculty Memorial Statement http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/handle/1813/17813




