
George Gray Ward

August 15, 1868 — December 20, 1950

Dr. George Gray Ward, the son of George Gray and Marianne Smith Ward, was born in London, England, on 

August 15, 1868. At about one year of age he was taken by his parents to St. Pierre and Miquelon, small French 

islands off the south coast of Newfoundland. When he was six years of age the family moved back to London 

and later in the same year came to the United States. They lived for one year at Rye Beach, New Hampshire and 

settled permanently in New York City in 1875. These frequent changes in residency by his family are explained by 

the fact that his father acquired the reputation in his day of being the leading international expert on telegraphic 

communications, and especially on installation and operation of submarine cables. He held positions of great 

responsibility with the French Atlantic and Direct United States Cable Companies, and eventually became vice 

president and general manager of the Commercial Cable and Postal Telegraph Companies. He had a leading role 

in the laying and operation of the first and second cables across the Atlantic Ocean.

Dr. Ward was graduated from the Brooklyn Collegiate and Polytechnic Institute and from the Holbrook Military 

Academy in Briarcliff, New York, in 1885, at seventeen years of age. The following summer was spent on the 

“Mackay Bennett” a ship which was being used to locate a break in one of the Atlantic cables. On this ship he 

reached London, but returned soon to New York and spent three years in business with his father.

Through his friendship with Henry Wallace, the son of a physician, and a student at the Long Island College 

Hospital, he became interested in the study of medicine in 1888 and his father arranged for Dr. Alexander J. G. 

Skene to be his preceptor. After his graduation from the Long Island College of Medicine in 1891, he spent one 

year as intern at the Long Island College Hospital and another year at postgraduate studies in Berlin, London 

and Paris. He began the practice of medicine in New York in 1893 at twenty-five years of age. His career as 

teacher of obstetrics and gynecology began also in 1893 and continued without interruption until 1934, that is, 

for forty-one years. Within this time he held teaching appointments at the Long Island College of Medicine, the 

New York Postgraduate Medical School, and the Cornell University Medical College. At the Cornell University 

Medical College his appointments included: Instructor in Obstetrics 1898-1906; Instructor in Gynecology 1902-

1916; Assistant Professor of Gynecology 1916; Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology 1916-1934; and Professor of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology Emeritus 1934-1950.
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He was Chief Surgeon at the Woman’s Hospital in the State of New York from 1918 to 1938; Chief Surgeon Emeritus 

at the Woman’s Hospital from 1938 to 1950; and a Professor of Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology at Columbia 

University from 1937 to 1946. He was an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

of England; an Honorary Fellow of the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society; and Honorary Member of the British 

Congress of Obstetrics and Gynecology and a Corresponding Member of the Royal Budapest Medical Society. At 

the time of his death he held appointments as Consultant in Obstetrics and Gynecology at the New York Hospital 

and as Consultant in Gynecology to the New York Postgraduate Hospital, Booth Memorial Hospital, Lawrence 

Hospital (Bronxville, N. Y.), St. Barnabas Hospital for Chronic Diseases and the Monmouth Memorial Hospital 

(Long Branch, N. J.)

Throughout all of his career he took an active part in the affairs of our local and national scientific societies. He 

was a member and ex-president of the New York County Medical Society, the New York Obstetrical Society, the 

American Gynecological Society, the American Gynecological Club and the Hospital Graduates Club. He was 

a member of the New York State Medical Society, the American Medical Association and ex-chairman of its 

section of Obstetrics, Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery; a fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, a 

fellow and founder of the American College of Surgeons, and a Diplomate of the American Board of Obstetrics 

and Gynecology. He was also a member of Phi Alpha Sigma and Alpha Omega Alpha fraternities. On May 7, 

1947, he was awarded a certificate by the New York State Medical Society for having completed 50 years of active 

practice. At the 90th Commencement of the Long Island College of Medicine the alumni medallian, designed by 

Dr. Robert L. Dickinson, was awarded “to Dr. George Gray Ward of the class of 1891 for distinguished service 

to American medicine”. His contributions to medical literature included over one hundred articles on subjects 

related to obstetrics and gynecology. They dealt especially with gynecological operative techniques, irradiation for 

benign and malignant diseases of the pelvic organs and certain phases of hospital organization. He contributed 

chapters to Johnson’s “Operative Therapeusis” 1915, Kelly’s “Gynecology” 1928, Lesis’ “Practice of Surgery” 1928, 

Curtis’ “Obstetrics and Gynecology” 1933, and Davis’ “Gynecology and Obstetrics” 1933.

For eight years he was a member of the 7th Regiment of the National Guard of New York, a captain and Assistant 

Surgeon of the 12th Regiment from 1895 to 1898, a Surgeon Major from 1898 to 1902 and a Surgeon Major, 12th 

Regiment Infantry New York Volunteers, U. S. A., in the Spanish American War. He was a member of the military 

Order of Foreign Wars, the Naval and Military Order of the Spanish American War and the Army and Navy Club.
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He was a member of the Union Club, the Century Association, the Pilgrims of the United States and a Life member 

of St. George’s Society of New York. He was an Episcopalian and a member of the St. Thomas’s Church in New 

York.

On June 23, 1889, he was married at Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Edith Wigham of New York. He is survived by his 

wife, Edith Wigham Ward, a brother Sidney F. Ward and a sister, Mrs. Henry H. Hough.

From good English stock, Dr. Ward inherited a sturdy physique and enjoyed excellent health until near the end of 

his life on December 20, 1950, at 82 years of age. It is probably fair to state that he made the practice of medicine 

for 57 years his hobby as well as his life’s work. During this time he attained great distinction as both a teacher and 

clinician. He was always an excellent teacher and nothing brought him more genuine satisfaction than the success 

of physicians whom he had helped to train.

Throughout his long professional career, Dr. Ward was fortunate in having means which made it possible for him 

to travel extensively in this country and abroad. He spent much time visiting clinics in England, Scotland, the 

Scandinavian countries and on the continent as well as in this country. He counted among his personal friends 

many of the outstanding clinicians and teachers here and abroad. He was always on the alert for new ideas to 

improve results in the treatment of obstetrical and gynecological patients.

In all his scientific work he set high standards for himself and for those who worked under his direction. He 

had little patience with any members of a hospital personnel who failed to put forth their best efforts in the 

performance of their duties. He was at times a rather severe taskmaster but had capacity to show appreciation for 

work which was well done.

R. Gordon Douglas
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