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December 2, 1923 — May 1, 2000

Harry Robert Ainslie was born on a dairy farm in Hartwick, Otsego County, New York, on December 2, 1923, 

the fifth of seven children.  As a child, he worked on the dairy farm and lumber mill owned by his father.  He 

played basketball and baseball at Hartwick High School, graduating in 1941.  The following year, he worked in the 

railroad yards to earn money so that he could begin college studies at Cortland State Teachers College in Cortland, 

New York.  However, after only one semester there, he entered the military and served as a gunner in the United 

States Army Air Corps on B-17 and B-29 aircraft.  He was honorably discharged as a Sergeant in 1946.

Following his military service, Harry entered Kansas State College in Manhattan, Kansas where he met and 

married Virginia Linn.  He graduated with a B.S. degree in Animal Husbandry in 1949 and immediately enrolled 

in graduate school there, earning his M.S. degree in the same field in 1950.  While a graduate student he served as 

the Superintendent of Official Testing in Kansas, a position with responsibility for  oversight of programs involved 

with the testing and recording of milk production and composition in dairy herds in the state.

On September 1, 1950, Harry was appointed Assistant Professor of Animal Husbandry at Cornell University and 

began a distinguished career, which was devoted primarily to the improvement in production and management of 

dairy herds.  At that time, milk production per cow in New York was very low and the management of dairy farms 

was primitive and inefficient.  Harry’s focus was on the development and successful implementation of practical 

systems of recording milk production of individual cows as well as other measures of management efficiency, so 

that farmers would have a rational basis for comparison and action.  He was appointed Superintendent of Official 

Testing in New York in 1954 and was promoted to Associate Professor in 1956.  He continued graduate work at 

Kansas State during vacations and leaves of absence, completing his Ph.D. studies in 1965.

Shortly thereafter, as part of the “Cornell University-University of the Philippines Project”, Harry served as a 

Visiting Professor and Consultant in Extension Education at the University of the Philippines, Los Banos; a 

Consultant to FAO on Agricultural Extension for Asia and the Far East; and a Consultant to the Joint Commission 

on Rural Reconstruction in Taipei, Taiwan.  Returning to Cornell in 1967, he led the effort to reorganize the New 

York Dairy Herd Improvement program into what was to become the outstanding model of such programs in the 

United States.
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In 1969, Harry was promoted to full Professor and appointed  Department Extension Leader for the department, 

a position he held until his retirement in 1983.  In 1978, Harry Ainslie started advising undergraduate students in 

the Animal Science Department.  Advising and interacting with students was one of his greatest pleasures.

In recognition of his outstanding leadership of the Cornell Dairy Extension Program, Professor Ainslie received 

the DeLaval Extension Award in 1979 from the American Dairy Science Association.  In 1981, the National Dairy 

Herd Improvement Association honored Harry for his leadership with their Outstanding Service Award for his 

“significant contributions to the progress of the dairy herd improvement system” in the United States.  At his 

retirement, the Harry R. Ainslie Dairy Herd Improvement Leadership Fund was established at Cornell to honor 

his dedication and service as “an invaluable leader and innovator in the dairy industry.”

Harry served on 16 college committees, 9 New York State committees and 11 regional and national committees.  

For DHI, he served on the Coordination Group, Rules Committee, ad hoc Committee on Administration and 

Regulation of the Program, National DHIA’s President’s Committee and the NCDHIP Data processing Committee.  

In addition, he served on the American Dairy Science Association Dairy Cattle Improvement Committee.  He is 

the author or co-author of over 20 scientific publications and 75 extension publications.

Harry’s professional and community activities gained him loyal friends through the state and nation.  He had a 

keen sense of humor, which he retained throughout his long and difficult struggle with Parkinson’s disease.  He 

was an accomplished story teller who enjoyed the camaraderie of both colleagues and family, and sometimes 

the instigator of clever practical jokes and similar mischief aimed at his closest friends.  A devoted husband and 

parent, Harry exercised a strong presence in his closely-knit and caring family.  He was very active in community 

affairs. He served as a member of the Official Board of Trustees of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Ithaca; 

was a Paul Harris Fellow; and was a Past President of the Ithaca-Cayuga Rotary Club.

Professor Ainslie was a gentleman, always kind and thoughtful of others.  His sense of humor and high sense of 

integrity made him a true friend to all his colleagues and associates.  His wife of 53 years, Virginia Linn Ainslie; his 

two sons, Gregory and Timothy; three daughters, Nina, Mary and Julie; and eight grandchildren survive Harry.

J. Murray Elliot, R. David Smith, R.W. Everett
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