
Harold A. Willman

September 1, 1903 — July 14, 1999

Harold A. Willman was Mr. 4-H in New York State for over 50 years.  He probably had a greater impact on the 

agricultural youth in this state than any other individual during the 20th century.  Even now, years after his 

retirement at many meetings of livestock or dairy producers, someone will frequently inquire about Harold and 

reflect on the influence he had on them in their youth, or their parents, or even their grandparents; and how they 

remembered how he puffed his pipe and asked them about their calf or lamb or horse and indirectly about them 

and their future.  We will never know exactly how many farm youth chose to become students at Cornell and then 

leaders throughout the state and nation because of Harold.

Harold was born on a farm in McKean County, Pennsylvania on September 1, 1903.  After high school, he studied at 

Clarion State Teachers College and taught country school for 2 years before entering Pennsylvania State University 

where he received a B.S. degree in 1927 followed by a M.S. degree at the University of Minnesota. He worked as a 

county agent in Pennsylvania for a year before accepting a position at Cornell in 1929 as Extension Instructor of 

Animal Husbandry at an annual salary of $2,600.  From then until his retirement in 1964, he gave major attention 

to the youth phase (4-H) of livestock and dairy educational programs in New York State.  His 4-H judging teams 

won national contests several times.  He judged many of the livestock and dairy shows himself and usually selected 

the animals and youth that could participate in the State Fair.  He also directed the youth livestock activities at the 

New York State Fair; but actually directed the youths themselves, more than their animals or their activities.  He 

set high standards for all involved in the 4-H program.

His leadership in developing 4-H County extension agents and local leaders for the 4-H Club boys and girls was 

outstanding. The growing numbers of 4-H members necessitated the development of teaching methods and aids 

that could be used by the leaders.  His well written bulletins, mimeos and 4-H Club manuals were widely used.  

His book entitled, The 4-H Club Handbook, received national acceptance and acclaim.

With his fantastic memory for both people and animals, it was not uncommon for him to recognize a 4-H boy 

or girl and tie this individual directly to their parents or even grandparents, and then remember the animal the 

grandmother had exhibited many years ago.
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Professor Willman was honored for his meritorious service by many county and New York State organizations.  

These included the State Fair Board of Directors, the State Farm Bureau Association, the Dairy Cattle Breed 

Associations and the Empire Chapter of the Future Farmers of America.  In addition, many county 4-H clubs gave 

him special recognition.

He was a member of Epsilon Sigma Phi, honorary extension fraternity,  as well as Alpha Zeta and Alpha Gamma 

Rho.

Following his retirement in 1964, he was very active in the New York State 4-H Foundation and continued activities 

at the State Fair.  He prepared teaching aids for youth group leaders.  A main activity was a horse judging series 

that is used across the country and internationally.

Harold was also an avid sports fan and seldom missed a Cornell football or basketball game.  His interest in the 

Animal Science Department continued long after his retirement, as he continued to attend department functions.  

He also continued to follow his alma mater, Penn State, throughout the years.  He was especially pleased with 

former 4-H club members who became active members on Cornell sports teams.

Harold and his family established the Willman 4-H Fund in 1981, to support both the Department of Animal 

Science and the New York 4-H Foundation to enhance the development of youth through animal science projects 

and project activities.  A small portion of the fund’s income is also contributed to the Cornell Athletic Department.

Harold is survived by his wife of 65 years, Louise, living in Columbia, Missouri; and daughters, Jean Scott and 

Nancy Burton; grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
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