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November 29, 1859 — Nov. 21, 1936 

In the death of Professor Wing, Cornell University has lost one of the founders of her College of Agriculture, 

one of her ablest teachers and administrators, and New York State has lost one of her soundest, conservative 

agricultural leaders.

Henry Hiram Wing was born in New York City on November 29, 1859 but only the first four months of his life were 

spent there. His love for agriculture, his choice of an education, and his lifelong service in this field were largely 

determined by his early life and training on a farm in Dutchess County, New York. He entered Cornell in 1877, 

graduated with his class, and was honored by election to the office of class secretary for life. Soon after graduation 

he became Assistant Director of the New York Agricultural Experiment Station at Geneva, and two years later 

he went to the Nebraska Experiment Station where he served as instructor in agriculture and superintendent of 

the University farm, and as editor of The Nebraska Farmer. In 1888 he was called to Cornell to begin forty years’ 

service, ending in his retirement in 1928. He first served as deputy director and secretary of the Experiment 

Station. In addition to these duties, he served for many years as Secretary of the College and, as well, as Professor 

of Animal Husbandry. Along with Roberts, Law, Caldwell, Comstock, Prentiss, Williams, and Bailey, Professor 

Wing was truly one of the founders of the College of Agriculture.

No higher compliment can be paid to a teacher than that his students wish to honor him. The work that Professor 

Wing did in tirelessly training students with meager equipment and few facilities is shown today by the great 

improvement in the Guernsey and Holstein breeds brought about by some of his former students. Through the 

efforts of a group of his old students, he was honored by having the coliseum at the New York State Fair named 

Wing Coliseum in 1934. It is fitting that this building should be so named. It typifies the fact that he trained some 

of the greatest judges and teaches of the art of livestock production and breeding in the United States.

Professor Wing believed in research and was a quiet, hard-working investigator. His many bulletins, especially 

those on the effect of feed on milk and fat production, and his development of the famous Glista family of Holstein-

Friesian cattle are evidence of his painstaking thought and active mind. He envisioned the importance of records 

of production of milk and fat in breeding dairy cattle. As secretary of the Alpha Chapter of Sigma Xi for many 

years he was active in his relations with his colleagues in research. His book, Milk and Its Products, has long been 

a standard text.
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New York State is the mother state in the development of the greatest of our breeds of dairy cattle, the Holstein-

Friesian breed. Professor Wing early identified himself with this breed and much of the success of the early 

breeders is due to his retentive memory and attention to minute detail. His integrity and leadership gave just the 

right balance and security to the production records made in this breed in the early days. His fellow breeders later 

honored him by electing him President of the Holstein-Friesian Association of America.

In the years 1910 to 1920 in New York came a development in the cooperative purchase of farm supplies. As a 

staunch member of the New York State Grange, as President of the New York State Dairymen’s Association, and 

as a life member of the New York State Agricultural Society, Professor Wing watched the interest in cooperation 

grow and he served well in the beginning by helping form the New York State Grange Exchange. Later he served as 

its president. From this modest beginning in cooperative enterprise has grown Ithaca’s largest business enterprise, 

the Cooperative Grange League Federation Exchange, that now serves more than 75,000 patrons and purchases 

for them many millions of dollars worth of farm supplies each year. Thus, through the foresight, judgment, and 

business ability of Professor Wing, has the influence of Cornell been extended in a helpful, material way among 

the farmers of New York.

Professor Wing was loved by his students and by his friends in the University and outside. He has been remembered 

and honored by them. His fellow citizens showed their belief in his ability and straight thinking by electing him 

as one of the members of Ithaca’s first Common Council in the years 1905-1909, where his knowledge of the 

city’s financial problems made itself felt. But there was another side of his nature that must not be forgotten. He 

was loved in his church and found time to serve her, too. Here the prominent side of his character, the trust his 

fellowmen had in him, was manifest in his long service as treasurer of the Ithaca Congregational Church.

By this brief review of a quiet, many-sided, useful life as lived by Professor Wing, we are again reminded how 

beautiful and well ordered a man’s life may be when he serves his University, his state, his church, his community, 

and his family, quietly and to the best of his ability. He died at Little Falls, New York on November 21, 1936.
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