
Joe Paul Bail

May 12, 1925 — May 7, 2006

Joe Paul Bail was born in Herold, West Virginia, May 12, 1925, one of five brothers. Joe graduated from Nicholas 

County High School, receiving the Balfour Award, the highest honor awarded by the school. After graduating 

from high school, Joe enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1943 and served through the rest of the war in 

Europe as a B-17 bomber navigator in the 8th Air Force. He flew 33 combat missions in the European Theatre of 

Operations and rose to the rank of Captain. During that time, Joe was forced to parachute behind enemy lines 

on two separate occasions and both times he was able to make his way to Allied lines to return to action. When 

he was discharged at the conclusion of the war, Captain Bail had received the Soldiers Medal and the Army-Air 

Medal with three oak leaf clusters.

Joe married Nelma Rapp in October of 1945. They remained very close, celebrating 56 anniversaries, until Nelma 

passed away in February of 2002. Joe is survived by a son, David J. Bail, and daughter-in-law, Charlyne, who reside 

in Largo, Florida; a grandson, Damon S. Bail, who resides in Tarpon Springs, Florida; and a brother, Steve, who 

lives in Mansfield, Ohio.

Joe attended West Virginia University, receiving his Bachelor’s degree in 1946 and his Master’s degree in 1947. He 

taught high school vocational agriculture in Spencer, West Virginia; then in 1948, he received an appointment to 

Glenville State College, Glenville, West Virginia, where he served as head of the Agriculture Department until 

1951. He was appointed Assistant Professor of Agricultural Education at West Virginia University where he served 

as a vocational agriculture teacher educator from 1951-57. In 1957, Professor Bail received his Ph.D. degree from 

Michigan State University, and joined the Department of Education at Cornell University as an Associate Professor. 

He was subsequently promoted to Professor in 1967.

Joe was recognized as a leader at Cornell. He served as Program Coordinator for Agricultural Education and 

subsequently as Chair of the Department of Education from 1978-87, overseeing the move of the department from 

Stone Hall, where it had been housed for many years, to Roberts Hall.

During his years at Cornell, Professor Bail was instrumental in the development of the Cornell Instructional 

Materials Service (IMS). IMS created and provided curriculum materials and professional development services 

for agricultural educators in New York, nationally, and internationally for almost 50 years from 1957 until its close 

in 2004.
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Professor Bail also provided leadership for the establishment of the Rural Schools Association (RSA) of New York 

in 1978. According to the RSA web site,

“The Rural Schools Association is a statewide organization representing the interests of, initiating research for, and providing 

service and information to the small and rural school districts of New York State.”

As of today, approximately 300 school districts and BOCES units are RSA members. The RSA offices are still 

housed in the Department of Education at Cornell.

Another focus of Professor Bail’s work at Cornell was international agriculture. Among other accomplishments, in 

collaboration with the University of Hawaii, he helped develop the South Pacific Regional Agriculture Development 

(SPRAD) program at the University of the South Pacific. The SPRAD was funded by the United States Agency 

for International Development to stimulate agricultural development in twelve English-speaking island countries 

served by the University of the South Pacific.

Upon his retirement, Joe and his son David, a Hotel Management graduate, operated the Elm Tree Restaurant and 

Inn, which is still located in McLean, New York. Joe was an active member in the Ithaca Rotary Club and served as 

its President. With his son, Joe was active with the Boy Scouts of America, and was an active member of the First 

Baptist Church in Ithaca, New York.

Professor Bail was a member of numerous professional and honorary societies, including Alpha Zeta, Kappa 

Delta Pi, Alpha Tau Alpha, the American Association for Teacher Educators in Agriculture, and the American 

Vocational Association. He was listed in Who’s Who in America and received the Honorary American Degree 

from the National Association of Future Farmers of America (FFA). In 1990, Professor Bail was recognized as 

the Distinguished Alumnus for the College of Agriculture and Forestry of West Virginia University. His Award 

Citation noted,

“In addition to his teaching, Joe has advised 279 undergraduates, and has served as major advisor for 68 Master’s candidates and 

22 Ph.D. candidates. Many of his former students became ambassadors, deans, department chairpersons, and administrative 

officers in state, regional, and national agricultural or educational organizations.”

Describing Joe and his wife Nelma, one of his former colleagues wrote,

“Joe was a private person, which was in contrast to his long time late wife Nelma, with whom he was very close. For me, Nelma’s 

outgoing, bubbling personality represented the ‘Southern Belle.’ Nelma’s passing and Joe’s subsequent heart surgery was a very 

difficult time for him. My memories of Joe are both as a personal friend and as a valued and respected professional colleague 

from whom I learned a lot. Joe Paul will both be missed and remembered.”
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