
Orvis F. Johndrew, Jr.

December 11, 1909 — September 19, 1981

Orvis F. “Scotty” Johndrew was a caring, sharing, gentle man, devoted to his family, to Cornell University, and to 

student athletes.

Scotty was born in Rochester, New York, on December 11, 1909, and received his primary and secondary education 

there. He received his Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell in 1935 and a Master of Science degree in 1950. 

Shortly after graduation in 1935 he married his college sweetheart, Janice Berryman. They have two daughters: 

Mrs. Jack (Pat) Gaskin, of Gainesville, Florida, and Mrs. Gary (Judy) Fenstermacher, of Blacksburg, Virginia, and 

five grandchildren.

Scotty’s interest in sports permeated all his academic and professional career. Following graduation from Cornell he 

taught vocational agriculture and coached track and basketball at high schools in Breesport and Hammondsport, 

New York. Later he became head of the Poultry Department and director of athletics at the New York State Institute 

of Agriculture and Home Economics at Cobleskill. As director of athletics he was also coach of the basketball 

team. Some of his fondest memories were of the six years at Cobleskill, during which time his teams defeated 

Niagara University and Long Island University, teams that were the powerhouses of the East.

Scotty next was called to the Marketing Practices Section of the Poultry Branch, United States Department 

of Agriculture. While in Washington and later at Cornell, he was responsible for initiating and developing 

productive studies of poultry and egg marketing methods and facilities. As a leading contributor to the Northeast 

Regional Extension Egg Marketing Research Group, he was author and coauthor of a variety of publications. 

These interpreted market research and were very valuable as extension publications relating to egg and poultry 

marketing.

While in Washington, Scotty’s interest in things athletic continued. As an outlet for his energy, he became a tennis 

enthusiast. With his long arms and legs, his competitive spirit, and his athletic ability, he soon excelled in this 

sport. His interest in tennis continued into his Cornell years, and numerous Cornell Poultry Science Department 

round robin matches were the result of his efforts.

Scotty was knowledgeable, innovative, and enthusiastic regarding the poultry industry and sports. His coming to 

Cornell was “hand in glove” in many ways. Professionally his poultry experience and his tact kept him in constant 
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demand by producers and commercial marketing firms. It was at his instigation that the New York State poultry 

industry trade organization.

SPICE, was formed. SPICE is visible and viable evidence of Scotty’s unique ability to bring people together to do 

things.

In sports Scotty soon became a confidant of Ned Harkness and a parent to Cornell hockey players. It is not by 

accident that some of Cornell’s best hockey teams were developed when Scotty was working with Ned. Later, when 

Ned left Cornell, Scotty focused on lacrosse, assisting Richie Moran in his efforts, and proudly wore the watch 

presented to him by the Cornell national championship team of 1971.

Scotty was a competitor. And, even though occasionally incapacitated to the point where he needed a cane in 

order to get around, he still attended the practice sessions, thereby setting an example of fortitude for the national 

championship teams of 1976 and 1977.

Scotty enjoyed being with people and was sincerely interested in their welfare. Consequently he was very much 

involved in community affairs. He was an especially dedicated Rotarian, faithful in attendance and in his hearty 

support and enthusiastic involvement in Rotary activities.

Scotty was a charter member of the Sunday Morning Coffee Club. For eighteen years he and Joe Zeilic, Pete Maxson, 

and Art Muka would meet to review the week in sports. The group originally met at Bill Krantz’s Community 

Corners restaurant. When Bill closed his Corners restaurant, the group moved its summer sessions to the Moakley 

House and winter meetings to the Sheraton. The group has grown and now includes longtime friend and colleague 

Line Fields, large-animal veterinarian at Cobleskill and at Cornell during Scotty’s sojourn there; George Pfann, 

football all-American; Hollis Davis, agricultural engineer; Charlie Foote; Howard Sinsabaugh; Ben Mintz; Guy 

Torbert; and Marty Stiles—all well-known Cornell sports enthusiasts.

Scotty was a modest and unassuming man who had great love for Cornell. This love and respect, and his genuine 

humility, made his appointment as professor of poultry science emeritus in his words, “one of the proudest 

moments of my life, and I will cherish this appointment as long as I live.”

Now it is we, Scotty’s family, his colleagues, his student athletes, his friends, who will cherish his gentle manner, 

his heartfelt concern, and his kindly counsel as long as we live.

Charles E. Ostrander, Milton L. Scott, Edward A. Schano
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