
William Robert Williams

June 13, 1867 — November 17, 1940

Dr. William R. Williams, Professor of Clinical Medicine in the Cornell University Medical College, and consulting 

physician in the New York Hospital, died in the Hospital on November 17, 1940, after a long illness.

Dr. Williams was born in Watertown, Wisconsin, on June 13, 1867, the son of Evan Thomas and Anne Robert 

Williams. Later, the family moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, and his preliminary education was received in the public 

schools of that city. After graduation from high school, he entered Williams College, where he was graduated in 

1889 with the degree Bachelor of Arts, and where, three years later, he received the degree Master of Arts. He 

returned to St. Paul after his graduation from college, and for two years he taught physics in the high school there. 

A keen interest in music, which was an outstanding characteristic throughout his life, was evident at that time, and 

he organized and led an orchestra in the school. During that time also a group of men from the railroad shops in 

St. Paul asked the Superintendent of Schools to provide for them instruction in electricity, which was then being 

installed in the shops. Dr. Williams volunteered to hold evening classes for this instruction. He often had in one 

class as many as sixty men, who were thus enabled to keep their jobs.

In the fall of 1891, Dr. Williams entered the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York, from which he 

was graduated in June, 1895. He then had a year’s training as interne at the Nursery and Child’s Hospital in New 

York, and during 1896 and 1897 had a medical internship at the New York Hospital. This was followed by a year’s 

residency at the Sloane Maternity Hospital in New York.

Dr. Williams’ teaching experience was wide. His first appointment was as demonstrator in histology at the College 

of Physicians and Surgeons in 1897. In 1904, he became instructor in the Department of Materia Medica and 

Therapeutics. In 1908 he was advanced to the rank of adjunct professor, and later to that of assistant professor in 

the same department. In 1914 he was appointed Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine.

In 1899 his long connection with the Cornell University Medical College began with his appointment as lecturer 

on hygiene. In 1903 he was made instructor in medicine, and in 1932, when the Medical College was affiliated with 

the New York Hospital, he became Professor of Clinical Medicine.

During the early period of his medical career, Dr. Williams devoted part of his time to the General Memorial 

Hospital where he served as assistant pathologist from 1902 to 1904. He was also connected with the French 

Hospital as pathologist from 1902 to 1908 and as consulting pathologist from 1908 to 1916.
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In 1905 he was appointed assistant attending physician at the City Hospital, New York, where he served until 1910. 

In that year he was made associate attending physician at the New York Hospital, and two years later he became 

attending physician. In 1932 he was made consulting physician, a position which he held at the time of his death. 

He was also consulting physician at the New York Infirmary for Women and Children, the Elizabeth Horton 

Memorial Hospital in Middletown, and St. John’s Riverside Hospital in Yonkers.

From this record of his connections it is evident that Dr. Williams’ chief interest was the practice of medicine. As 

he often said, his only thought was the care of sick people, and in his devotion to and his care of his patients he 

was unsurpassed. A large part of his time was devoted to his hospital work, and his contribution to medicine was 

chiefly in the clinical field. In his earlier years he published several articles in the current medical journals, and he 

was always intensely interested in and kept well abreast of all developments in medicine. For a number of years 

he held a clinic at the New York Hospital for the neighborhood doctors, presenting a discussion of interesting 

cases in his division. These clinics were always well attended and extremely interesting, and through them a 

close association between the hospital and the doctors of the neighborhood was maintained. His opinion as a 

consultant was frequently sought and highly valued, and among his patients he numbered many members of his 

own profession.

Dr. Williams was a member of the Century Association, the Williams College Club, and the Hospital Graduates’ 

Club. He is survived by a widow and two sons.

Shortly after Dr. Williams’ death a number of his patients and friends decided to raise a memorial fund with which 

to endow a bed in his name at the New York Hospital. It was felt that such a memorial would be in keeping with his 

own wishes, carrying on the help which he gave in such abundance to the sick during his lifetime. This fund was 

completed in a very short time, an indication of the high esteem and affection in which he was held. It will form a 

lasting memorial to a devoted and beloved physician.
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