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May 5, 1909 — March 17, 1991

Born in New Hampshire, W. Robert Eadie received the B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of New 

Hampshire, where he began teaching in 1933. After completion of the Ph.D. degree at Cornell University, he 

became a faculty member of the New York State College of Agriculture in 1942. His special knowledge of vertebrate 

zoology, particularly the biology of small mammals, led him into a productive research and extension career in 

animal damage management.

With the buildup of the New York deer herd during the war years, problems of the fruit growers increased. Now, 

along with the ever present rodent problems the deer population began impacting the fruit industry. The challenge 

of the problems of control of orchard damage along with his teaching of undergraduate and graduate students 

in the area of mammalogy brought cooperation with co-worker William Hamilton and the development of an 

extension program for orchardists. As the plantings of Christmas trees in the state grew, transfer of the orchard 

mouse baiting programs was a logical extension of Bob’s work and orchardists and plantation growers alike quickly 

accepted the findings which were likewise approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This pioneering work 

on deer repellents and mouse baiting in orchards and Christmas tree plantings was done at the Cornell Orchards 

and the Arnot Forest.

Professor Eadie led in the development and application of zinc phosphide rodenticide including aerial baiting 

methods that were readily adopted by orchardists. During his career he also conducted benchmark studies of 

the reproduction and ecology of the mammalian family Talpidae (moles). Further, he combined research efforts 

with his friend and colleague, William J. Hamilton Jr., to produce a number of other important scientific articles 

on the mammalian fauna of New York State. From the outset, both Dr. Eadie and Dr. Hamilton were leaders in 

advocating safety in the use of rodenticides, and in devising methods to target them to particular species. This 

concern long predated the development of our current general concern about the welfare of non-target species.

In August of 1944, Dr. Eadie, like many others of that period, left the employ of the University to serve in World 

War II, where he specialized in rodent control while serving as a U.S. Navy Lieutenant in the South Pacific.

Professor Eadie’s broad interest in mammals carried him in his travels throughout the United States, Europe, the 

South Pacific, and the Orient, as well as East Africa, on study tours where he collected and exchanged numerous 

museum specimens. He served as summer visiting professor of zoology at the University of Oregon in 1949 and 
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at Montana State University at Flathead Lake in 1964. His widely known reputation in rodent control led to an 

invitation by the then United Fruit Company and its banana plantations in Guatemala to help solve continuing 

problems there in 1958. Throughout his career, his special interest and expertise was the biology of mammals 

and methods of control of species injurious to crops and homesteads while keeping environmental impact to a 

minimum.

At Cornell, Dr. Eadie taught courses in wildlife damage management (titled Economic Zoology) and in mammalogy. 

He conducted research and extension programs in wildlife damage and was advisor for many graduate students who 

worked on mammal damage problems, including early research on repellents for deer and rabbits. He published in 

professional journals, technical and extension publications, and in popular periodicals. His book, Animal Control 

in Field, Farm and Forest (Macmillan, 1954), was an early practical handbook for homeowners, nursery operators, 

and foresters; it is still noteworthy for an early emphasis on natural means of controlling wild animal populations 

to prevent damage. Professor Eadie clearly was an early conservationist in the field of economic zoology.

Throughout his career he provided leadership and guidance to several professional organizations. He was a three-

term director of the American Society of Mammalogists; Editor of the Journal of Mammalogy (1952-57); an elected 

Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science; a member of Sigma Xi; Phi Beta Phi; the 

Wildlife Society; the Audubon Society; the American Institute of Biological Sciences; and the Ecological Society 

of America. He was named Professor of Zoology Emeritus upon retirement from Cornell in 1969.

In spite of, or perhaps because of, his numerous activities in his field Bob was a very private person seeking 

much of his recreation and quiet time fishing the local waters and his favorite activity, bow hunting, yearly at the 

Connecticut Hill Game Management Area or the University’s Arnot Forest. After his retirement to Chatham, 

Massachusetts in 1969, he continued to renew his acquaintance with his old hunting areas.

During his retirement years Bob was active in the Chatham Conservation Foundation and its concern for the 

endangered shoreline, the wildlife, and the increasing pressures from the influx of a huge mobile population on 

Cape Cod. His activities also involved volunteer work with the Eldredge Public Library of Chatham.

The field of mammalogy and wildlife management has lost one of its prominent pioneers with the passing of 

Robert Eadie. Indeed, for those who knew him well, and benefitted from his broad knowledge, practical wisdom, 

and unlimited kindness, we have lost a giant in our own field.

Bob is survived by his wife, Laura; two sons; a stepdaughter; stepson; and four grandsons.

Harlan Brumsted, James Caslick, Milo Richmond, Fred Winch
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