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July 8, 1910 — April 23, 2000

Philip Taietz died in Sarasota, Florida at the age of 89.  He was born in Lithuania in an era when national borders 

in that region shifted frequently and some records give his native country as Poland.  As a consequence of this 

instability, his family emigrated to the U.S., several members at a time.  As part of this exodus, Philip and his 

mother arrived in New York City in 1921 and managed to find a family contact despite no knowledge of English.

Philip attended Boys High School in Brooklyn and graduated from Brooklyn College in 1934.  He did graduate 

work at the New York School of Social Work (1937-39) and began his career as a social worker starting in 1939 and 

continuing until 1946.  He was appointed to the Cornell faculty as Assistant Professor in the Department of Rural 

Sociology in 1946, at first teaching undergraduate courses to prepare students for rural social work positions.  

Later, he specialized in social gerontology in rural areas.  He took leave in 1950-51 to finish his graduate work 

at Cornell, where he received his Ph.D. degree in 1951.  He was advanced to Associate Professor in 1952, and to 

Professor in 1963, holding that post until his retirement as Professor Emeritus in 1976.  He was Acting Chair of 

the department in 1961-62.  He also taught briefly at Wells College and the New York School of Social Work at 

Columbia University.

Professor Taietz initiated one of the early courses in the Sociology of Aging at Cornell, along with courses on 

Community and Public Policy Toward Older People.  He also offered a course on Work and Society and another 

on Social Work and Social Welfare.  Through his teaching and his supervision of graduate students, he influenced 

the life work of many persons who went on to outstanding careers.  From 1947-59, he coordinated the New York 

State Institute for Public Welfare Training and in 1953, he organized the Cornell Institute for Nursing Home 

Administrators, directing it for five years.  The Institute for Nursing Home Administrators became one of New 

York’s premiere programs in the training of individuals actively involved in nursing home management and was 

one of the pioneering efforts in the United States attempting to upgrade the quality of nursing home care through 

university-affiliated training programs.  Solid, current research was brought to bear with good teaching techniques 

on these problems.

Taietz’s research in aging and retirement, community, and occupations gave him national and international 

recognition.  In 1957-58 he was a Fulbright Research Scholar in the Netherlands where he established professional 

connections that he continued all his life.  His use of the sabbatical leave program was outstanding.  Early in his 
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career, he developed a pattern of visiting significant institutions on a periodic basis.  Besides domestic teaching 

outside Cornell, he was a Visiting Professor at the Andus Gerontology Center at the University of Southern 

California (1975), a Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University (1980) and at the Fondation Nationale 

de Gérontologie in Paris (1984 and 1987).  Some of these contacts were initiated after his formal retirement 

from teaching, but never a retirement from intellectual inquiry.  For example, in Paris he conducted research on 

American expatriates, sometimes working in his favorite second language.  He continued to teach a course in the 

Sociology of Aging in Cornell University Summer Session for many years after his retirement.  Even in 1990, Dr. 

Taietz and Dr. Nina Glasgow, in collaboration with the American Association of Retired Persons, conducted a 

national conference on successful aging.

Most of Taietz’s writing concerned aging and social welfart, but occasionally he produced little gems such as his 

article on “Conflicting Group Norms and the ‘Third Person’ in the Interview” (American Journal of Sociology, 

July 1962).  This article reported a quantitative analysis of the effect that another person in the room has on a 

respondent.  Only someone who was a close observer of micro interactions could have teased out these patterns.  

He also participated in an excellent study of the differentiation of health services across New York State.  This study, 

conducted with Professor Dan E. Moore, was significant because it documented the close relationship between 

community size and complexity and the presence of increasingly complex medical services.

A specific topic of interest to him was the change that occurs in the lives of professors upon their retirement.  

As early as 1967, he and Dr. Paul Roman published Organizational Structure and Disengagement: the Emeritus 

Professor.  His principal post-retirement research project focused on the productive activities of emeritus professors 

in conjunction with Drs. Donna Dempster-McClain and Phyllis Moen.

Professional society memberships included the American Sociological Association, the Gerontological Society 

of America, the Rural Sociological Society and the New York Association of Gerontological Society Educators, 

for which he served as president, 1980-81.  So far as we know, he attended every annual meeting of the American 

Sociological Association after he became a member.

Taietz was active in the local community, fostering what he regarded as important community services.  Among 

them he served as co-chair, along with Mrs. Jeannette McCay, of the first Board of Directors of the Tompkins 

County Senior Citizens Council.  The number of senior citizens in this organization has increased year by year.  He 

also served on the Board of Directors of the Family and Children’s Service of Ithaca and the West Side Community 

Center.
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He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Miriam; a daughter, Elizabeth McSorley, of Dublin, California; and a stepson, 

James Lawson, who lives in Rochester, New York.  He has a surviving brother who resides in Yonkers, New York.  

There are numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren for who the Taietz family served as models for their 

many years.

Philip Taietz was a genial person, quick with puns and wry comments, and a source of much laughter.  His wide 

circle of friends stretched across the social sciences and he contributed to the integration of these sometimes-

divergent groups.

Gene Erickson, Olaf Larson, Frank Young
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