
Malcolm E. Miller

August 1, 1909 — April 18, 1960

Malcolm E. Miller, born on a dairy farm in Durrell, Pennsylvania, received his high school education at Towanda, 

Pennsylvania (1928), his preveterinary training at Pennsylvania State University (1930), and the degree of Doctor 

of Veterinary Medicine (1934), the Master’s degree (1936), and the Doctor of Philosophy degree (1940) at Cornell 

University. He was appointed in 1934 to teach in the Department of Anatomy of the Veterinary College. He served 

continuously until the time of his death April 18, 1960. In the Department of Veterinary Anatomy, he was the 

student assistant from 1932 to 1934, instructor from 1934 to 1940, Assistant Professor from 1940 to 1945, Associate 

Professor from 1945 to 1947, and Professor and Head of the Department from 1947 to 1960. He was Secretary of 

the Veterinary College from 1948 to 1960. In addition he served on many important committees of the College 

Faculty.

The international reputation which Professor Miller enjoyed was earned largely through his contribution to the 

advancement of the teaching of gross anatomy, particularly of the dog. His thesis for the Ph.D. degree in 1940 was 

entitled “The Dissection and Study of the Trunk of the Dog.” His Guide to the Dissection of the Dog, published in 

1947, is in its third edition and has been widely used in the veterinary anatomy laboratories of the English-speaking 

colleges. In 1946 Dr. Miller began the preparation of a textbook on the anatomy of the dog. He worked long and 

hard on this project, which was interrupted by frequent illnesses. Only a few weeks before he was hospitalized 

for his terminal illness, the contract was signed with the publisher for The Anatomy of the Dog. This monumental 

work of some 750 pages containing over 350 illustrations is to be published posthumously over his name. It is 

indeed most unfortunate that he was not spared to see the culmination of his efforts.

Former students will always remember Professor Miller not only for the quality of his teaching but also for his 

interest in their problems both in and out of the classroom. His classes consisted of students who were in their first 

year of the professional curriculum where his kindness, patience, and consideration were particularly valuable 

to those so often discouraged and lost in a new field. He carried on the philosophy of Professor Hopkins of the 

original Faculty in veterinary anatomy that all students have the ability to do the work but that some require more 

assistance and guidance. He was definitely a leader, never a driver.

He was partially incapacitated by illness in 1937, never completely recovered, and had many serious operations 

which provided only temporary relief. It was an inspiration to his students and to his colleagues that he was never 
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depressed by his unfortunate circumstances. He never expected others to share his burdens. He gave of himself 

to the best of his capacity and asked no quarter of any man. He was a member of many professional and scientific 

groups including Alpha Zeta, Phi Zeta, Phi Kappa Phi, Sigma Xi, Omega Tau Sigma, Southern Tier Veterinary 

Medical Society, New York State Veterinary Medical Society, American Veterinary Medical Association, American 

Association of Anatomists, American Society of Zoologists, American Association of Veterinary Anatomists, of 

which he was twice elected president, and the World Association of Veterinary Anatomists, on whose nomenclature 

committee he served. He served also on the nomenclature committee of the American Association of Veterinary 

Anatomists for many years.

He was active in community affairs in Danby where he was one of the leaders responsible for the Danby Federated 

Church and served on many important committees of the church. He was a member of the board of trustees, 

serving as president during the last year. He was frequently called as a consultant during the formation of other 

church federations. He gave unselfishly of his time and counsel in many worthwhile community projects. He is 

survived by his wife, Mary (Cornell ‘35) ; a son, Jesse (Cornell C.E. ‘60) ; and two daughters, Faith (Cornell ‘62) 

and Sharon. He gave as fully to his avocation of hunting and gardening, time and health permitting, as he did to 

his other interests. Over the years many a colleague and student have shared the pleasures of a day afield with Dr. 

Miller and his dog. Hunting companions were always welcome.

Of his many virtues the most admirable was probably the superb courage with which he endured physical infirmity 

for 23 years. His was a philosophy of optimism closely entwined with realism. This was reflected in his daily 

contacts with his fellow men and the goals which he set for living.

Gordon Danks, R. E. Habel, E. P. Leonard
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