
Noland Leroy VanDemark

July 6, 1919 — December 16, 2001

Dr. Noland L. VanDemark, Professor Emeritus of Animal Science, died peacefully on December 16, 2001 at the 

age of 82.

His early years were spent busily growing up on a general farm in Columbus Grove, Ohio. As was typical of rural 

America in those days, he attended a small high school in Columbus Grove. Also, as was typical of Vandy, the 

person, he graduated as valedictorian of his high school class. He was an all-around student, participating in 

football, basketball, and baseball, while holding offices in the Future Farmers of America and in the 4-H Club. He 

was a member of the orchestra and drama clubs, as well as active in the youth programs of his church. What did 

he do in his spare time? Remember, he grew up on a family farm.

With this background of experience and energy, he moved swiftly through a Master’s degree program in 1942 at 

Ohio State University after receiving a B.S. degree at the same institution in 1941, majoring in Animal Husbandry. 

During his college years, he held various scholarships and assistantships, and cared for a research colony of rats 

to help defray his educational expenses.  He continued work toward a Ph.D. degree at Cornell University in 1942. 

This program was interrupted by service in the army in World War II, followed by a term as a Livestock Specialist 

in Austria for one year. He returned to Cornell and completed his Ph.D. degree in 1948.

His next move was to the Department of Dairy Science at the University of Illinois. From 1948-64, he rose through 

the ranks from Assistant Professor to full Professor where he headed the physiology group in the department. In 

1960, he received the Outstanding Agricultural Teaching Award at the University of Illinois. His next challenge 

came when his undergraduate alma mater asked him to chair the Department of Dairy Science at Ohio State 

University, which he did until 1974. At this juncture in his career, Cornell University called, and Dr. VanDemark 

served as Director of the Cornell University Agricultural Experiment Station and Director of the Office of Research 

at the New York State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences until 1981. In 1981, he returned to the Department 

of Animal Science and instigated a new course on “Nurturing Scientific Creativity”. In 1983, he retired and was 

appointed Professor Emeritus.

During his 40 years in the academic arena, he established a superb reputation as a researcher, teacher, and 

administrator. He served on over 80 M.S. and Ph.D. committees. His classic studies on perfused testes contributed 

greatly to the understanding of testis physiology. Research on factors affecting sperm transport in the cow 
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contributed to practical procedures for developing optimal insemination techniques. He used results of other 

research in his broad program on semen collection and sperm metabolism to improve bull management and 

semen preservation. He was a member of seven major scientific societies, holding important positions in several. 

He was in demand to give major addresses on his research at national and international meetings. In 1956, at the 

3rd International Congress on Animal Reproduction held in Cambridge, England, he presented a major invited 

paper on “Quantitative Aspects of Semen Production in Bulls”. He presented invited papers in the physiology 

sections of the annual meetings of the American Dairy Science Association and the American Society of Animal 

Science, as well as at the national Biennial Symposium on Animal Reproduction. He was chair in 1959-61 of the 

group that organized the biennial symposia.

He was honored for his research with the Borden Award for Research in Reproductive Physiology in 1959. In 1964, 

he received the Gold Medal for outstanding research in animal reproduction at the International Congress on 

Animal Reproductions in Italy. These are examples of several prestigious research awards during his career. He 

published over 200 research papers, was co-author with Dr. G.W. Salisbury of the classic text on the physiology 

of reproduction in dairy cattle, and co-editor with A.D. Johnson and W.R. Gomes of three standard reference 

volumes on the testis. The excitement of this research was transferred to the classroom where well-organized and 

critical lectures challenged undergraduates and graduate students to think.

He was noted for his concern and compassion for his colleagues and support he gave for their advancement. 

Many of his graduate students became leading researchers in the field of reproductive biology, and several moved 

to high administrative positions. He served on the National Research Council Agricultural Research Board, and 

was President as well as a Director of the Society for the Study of Reproduction. At the same time, he served 

the national research community by accepting an appointment to the National Institute of Health Reproductive 

Biology Study Section.

The appointments, committees, and service on planning boards within his college and university at both the 

University of Illinois and at Ohio State University, are too numerous to mention. His track record did not escape 

the attention of Cornell University, looking for a proven administrator who could stimulate researcher-teachers 

to perform at the highest research levels without neglecting the classroom. In the Experiment Station at Cornell 

University, he established a competitive awards program, gave additional attention to social and environmental 

sciences, and developed faculty leadership programs. During this time, he also served in national leadership 

positions. These included chairing the Division of Agriculture Committee studying the “Establishment of a 
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National Center for Leadership Development for Selected Land Grant College Administrators”, and chairing a 

national committee preparing monographs on the “Impact of Agricultural Research and Education Endeavors on 

Social Contributions to Society”.

In retirement, he was a Distinguished Bicentennial Professor at the University of Georgia. In 1991, he published 

the book, Breaking the Barriers to Everyday Creativity: A Practical Guide to Expanding Your Creative Horizons. 

This book reflects much of Vandy’s personal creed. A synopsis of this work, describing the “whole scientist, and 

the scientist’s place in society” had been published previously in a symposium in 1978. He had a great deal of faith 

in a supreme power. This faith was reflected in leadership positions in his church wherever he was called to serve.

Family togetherness, scouting, fishing, and other outdoor activities were celebrated with his wife, Beda, for 61 

years, along with their son, Gary, daughters, Judy and Linda, and their families. While his personal friendship, 

serious-minded good humor, and leadership will be missed, his legacy of high scholarship, superb teaching, quality 

research, and exemplary concern for others, will live on as emulated by those who follow.

Theodore L. Hullar, Richard G. Warner, Robert H. Foote
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