
Robert N. Allen

October 21, 1917 — December 14, 2002

Professor Emeritus Robert N. Allen died after a brief stay in hospice care. His wife, Patricia; daughters, Jennifer 

and Kathleen; son-in-law, Robert; two grandchildren and many extended family members survive him.

Bob Allen was born on October 21, 1917. He attended Cornell University and received a B.S. degree in AE (ME) 

in 1940. Upon graduation and until entering the Army, he was a lab instructor in the accounting courses in the 

former Department of Industrial and Engineering Administration. He retired from the Army as a Captain and 

returned to Cornell in 1946 as an Instructor, teaching accounting. He was appointed Assistant Professor in July 

1951 and Associate Professor in July 1957. He retired and was appointed Emeritus Professor in 1977.

Bob Allen taught the first course in Cost Accounting and Control in the Department of Industrial and Engineering 

Administration in the Sibley School of Mechanical Engineering. From its inception, this was a required course 

for students taking the industrial option within ME. The importance of this course is illustrated by the fact that 

it is still a requirement in the undergraduate curriculum in the School of Operations Research and Industrial 

Engineering. Bob regularly taught this course as well as others in this area until his retirement. There are many 

returning alumni who speak with high regard for what they learned from him; the material he taught was both 

practical and necessary for understanding and solving real-life industrial problems.

From 1967 until his retirement, Bob was also the Director of the Cooperative Engineering Program in the 

College of Engineering. This Program remains an important optional component of the College’s undergraduate 

curriculum. During Bob’s tenure, the number of companies participating grew from 9 to 40, and in his last year 

as Director, the number of participating engineering students had increased to 125. During a student’s first Coop 

assignment, a faculty member, often Professor Allen himself, would visit the site of the student’s work, assessing 

the appropriateness of the job and the adequacy of company mentoring for the student. Again, many students 

remember him fondly for his efforts to ensure them the best Coop assignment possible. He also was instrumental 

in bridging the Coop experience in the transition from a five to a four-year baccalaureate engineering degree.

Bob was an avid golfer and student of the game. He could often be seen in the corridors of Upson Hall practicing 

his golf stroke.
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