
Kendall Sewell Carpenter

August 11, 1916 — June 13, 1967

The loss of Kendall Sewell Carpenter, who died at the Tompkins County Hospital June 13, 1967, following a short 

illness, saddened the Cornell community at the close of the academic year. Carpenter was Professor of Business 

Management in the New York State College of Agriculture.

Professor Carpenter was born in Groton, Vermont, and educated in the local schools. He attended the University 

of Vermont where he earned the B.S. degree in June, 1938. Following graduation, he taught vocational agriculture 

at Barton, Vermont, until 1942 when he enlisted in the United States Coast Guard. He returned from service 

in 1945 with the rank of lieutenant and taught vocational agriculture for two years in Chester, Vermont. He 

then served as instructor in and supervisor of the institutional on-the-farm training program for veterans in 

Brattleboro, Vermont, until 1950.

Carpenter enrolled in the Graduate School at Cornell University in 1950 and earned the M.S. degree in 1951 and 

the Ph.D. degree in 1953. Thereafter, he served approximately a year as a poultry and egg-marketing specialist with 

the United States Department of Agriculture. He was appointed Assistant Professor of Business Management in 

1954, Associate Professor in 1957, and Professor in 1964. Professor Carpenter taught courses in Accounting and 

Farmers’ Cooperatives. In addition, he conducted an extensive program of research and extension work in business 

management and marketing and served as secretary of the New York State Council of Farmer Cooperatives since 

1955.

In 1965, seniors of the New York State College of Agriculture honored Carpenter with the Professor of Merit 

Award in recognition of his outstanding teaching. He was also recognized by the Future Farmers of America for 

his work with youth in the field of farmers’ cooperatives. He also held the Honorary Empire State Farmer degree, 

the highest degree given in New York State by that organization. His civic duties included membership on the 

executive committee and board of the Tompkins County United Fund, neighborhood commissioner for the Boy 

Scouts of America, president of the official board of the Newfield Methodist Church, and service as chairman 

of the supervisory committee for the Cornell Credit Union. He was the author of several bulletins and articles 

concerned with egg and livestock marketing.



Carpenter was a member of the American Farm Economics Association and the honorary societies of Phi Beta 

Kappa and Alpha Zeta.

He is survived by his wife, the former Louise Ordway of Burlington, Vermont, and one son, Richard.

With Professor Carpenter’s passing, the staff and students of the New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell 

University and the farmers’ cooperatives of the state lost a valuable teacher, research worker, and adviser. The 

students in the College of Agriculture have lost not only the competence and wit of his lectures but also the wise 

counsel he gave to so many as faculty adviser during their years of undergraduate study. Graduate students for 

whom he served as committee chairman or as a committee member will long value his friendly, willing guidance 

and encouragement. His many friends share the loss of a competent colleague—a loss that occurred at the peak of 

an outstanding career.
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