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August 18, 1905 — July 14, 1991

Guilford Leroy Mack, professor emeritus of chemistry died Sunday, July 14, 1991, at Good Samaritan Hospital in 

Corvallis, Oregon, just a few miles from his birthplace in Bellefountain, Oregon. He received his B.S. degree in 

chemistry at Oregon State College in 1927, his M.A. degree from Rice Institute in 1929 and his Ph.D. degree at the 

University of Michigan in 1931. That same year he became an associate in research in chemistry at the New York 

State Agricultural Experiment Station. Then, except for one year when he returned to the University of Michigan 

as a Rackham Research Assistant, he has been on the staff of the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station. 

He became assistant professor of chemistry in 1938 and associate professor in 1952.

Professor Mack was the author or co-author of more than 60 publications covering the results of his research not 

only on methods of analyzing insecticides and fungicides but also analyzing food products for various components 

including vitamins, particularly ascorbic acid, and minerals. His publications also include translations from the 

Alma Alta Research Station in the Soviet Union for the American Chemical Society. His specialty was the field 

of Analytical Chemistry, especially the development of methods for the analysis of environmental contaminants 

and agricultural pesticides, particularly soil insecticides and the application of these methods. He was an excellent 

chemist who was held in high esteem by his colleagues and was a recognized authority in his field. This was 

demonstrated during his sabbatical leaves when he served as agricultural chemist in the Brazilian Ministry of 

Agriculture (1949-50), and also when he served as a FAO pesticide consultant to Yugoslavia and India (December 

1, 1966-May 31, 1967).

Professor Mack was a member of the American Chemical Society and the Phytopathology Society. He was also a 

member of two honorary scientific fraternities — Phi Lambda Upsilon and Sigma Xi.

He consistently maintained his career as a bench-chemist. Although he was deeply immersed in his research, he 

has always been willing and able to collaborate with other members of the faculty and staff and to assist them with 

solutions for analytical problems. He directed the New York State laboratory for the analysis of official samples 

of economic poisons, which was a cooperative effort with the New York State Department of Agriculture and 

Markets.

Although Professor Mack had retired on June 30, 1971, after 40 years of service with the New York State College of 

Agriculture, New York State Agricultural Experiment Station (Geneva), he maintained an office at the Experiment 
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Station and continued to improve the Pesticide Register which he had developed. Effective July 1, 1971, he was 

awarded the title of Professor of Chemistry Emeritus by the Board of Trustees of Cornell University.

Dr. Mack traveled extensively in Central America and Europe, including Bach country in what was then East 

Germany. He loved classical music, playing violin as a youth and later the viola in the Seneca Symphony in Geneva. 

He loved hiking and walked the New Hampshire Appalachian Trail while in his seventies and the Canadian 

Rockies in his eighties. His interest in agriculture followed him in retirement where he continued as Master 

Gardener raising irises.

Dr. Mack was predeceased by his wife, Dorothy A. Lee, a former bacteriologist for the New York State Agricultural 

Experiment Station who died in 1974. In 1977 he married Jane Connelly and moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan. She 

died in 1980 and in 1982 he retired to Samaritan Village in Corvallis, Oregon. He is survived by two children, a 

daughter, Dorothy Lee, currently of Corvallis, Oregon and a son, Guilford Leroy, Jr. of Geneva, New York; a sister 

Gladys Hunt of Eugene, Oregon; six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
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