
Carl Edwin Ladd

February 25, 1888 — July 23, 1943

Carl Edwin Ladd was born on the family farm at McLean, New York, February 25, 1888. He was a student at the 

Cortland Normal School from 1903 to his graduation in 1907 and distinguished himself there as a speaker and as a 

student. After teaching at South Otselic, he came to Cornell in 1909 and in 1912 was graduated from the college of 

which he eventually became the Dean. His professional record speaks for itself: Director of the Agricultural Schools 

at Delhi and Alfred, specialist in Agricultural Education in the New York State Education Department, instructor 

and extension professor in Agricultural Economics at Cornell, Director of Extension, Director of Experiment 

Stations, and Dean of the Colleges of Agriculture and Home Economics at Cornell, Deputy Commissioner of 

Conservation for the State of New York, member of the State War Council, member of the State Emergency Food 

Commission, Director of the Farm Credit Administration, Springfield, Massachusetts.

Few persons have so genuinely and so creditably represented the wholesome rural life as did he. In spite of 

exceptional opportunities to serve agriculture nationally and internationally he preferred to keep himself identified 

with the soil and with the New York countryside, where he learned as a boy the rewards and the hardships of life 

on a farm. In the height of his professional career, his conversation again and again turned wistfully to planning 

what he would do when he retired to his farm at McLean, New York. His interest in the history of agriculture in 

New York might then have been developed to the full.

Dean Ladd gave himself so unselfishly to the work for which he was called that his plans to devote himself to his 

farm never materialized, though he did live on it at the time of his death. His professional contacts reached an 

ever-widening circle and the successful development of activities with which he identified himself from his youth 

to his death continually brought new and more difficult responsibilities. With the stress of a world at war, there 

was an ever-increasing demand on him for counsel which taxed his strength, and yet his only apparent criterion 

for accepting or rejecting new responsibilities was, “If this project will bring our boys safely home one day sooner, 

I must give it my support.” Although Dean Ladd believed that many of the problems of the day would solve 

themselves anyway, if given a chance, he worked fearlessly and indefatigably when he recognized that a real need 

for administrative decision existed.

Because of mature judgment, unusual personality, and ability to work well with others, administrative responsibilities 

came to him in increasing measure with the years. As a result, although he was trained as an agricultural economist, 
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he spent most of his life in administrative work. He had a broad and keen interest in the teaching, extension, and 

research fields of agriculture. He made notable contributions in stimulating the preparation and publication of 

textbooks in agriculture and home economics. He had a profound conviction that through the activities of the 

Land-Grant Colleges many of our more trying civil problems might be solved, and he gave unstintingly of his time 

and ability to the advancement of that group. He was regarded as a leader in agriculture not only in the State of 

New York but in the entire nation as well.

Despite the many professional honors that came to him, he was still Carl to his hosts of friends. He took pride in 

the fact that janitor, farmer, student, or professor need feel no hesitation in sharing his troubles with the Dean. One 

of the oldest members of the staff remarked the day after the Dean’s death that Carl Ladd was the first person on 

the campus to call him by his given name. To talk with Dr. Ladd was always a pleasure and a privilege, regardless 

of whether the conversation touched national or international problems, the little acts of daily life, or the joys of 

friendship. Each conversation was one to be remembered.

Dean Ladd’s interests were perennially youthful. He maintained a constant interest in the students of the College, 

frequently inviting groups of them to his office or his home to get their point of view; and he took time from his 

heavy administrative duties to teach a course in Current Problems of Agriculture.

While his colleagues will always remember his quick wit in conversation, his poise and his warm friendliness at all 

times, the loss of his influence will reach many who never knew him personally.

Nothing can adequately voice the personal and professional loss caused by his death, July 23, 1943.
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