
Chester Jermain Hunn

March 14, 1884 — June 30, 1941

Chester Jermain Hunn, Assistant Professor in the Department of Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture, died 

June 30, 1941, at the Memorial Hospital, Ithaca, New York, in his fifty-seventh year. He had been in ill health for 

some time.

The name Hunn has long been associated with Cornell horticulture, since Charles E. Hunn, the father of Professor 

Hunn, was gardener in charge of the greenhouses when Liberty Hyde Bailey began horticultural instruction 

at Cornell. Later Chester J. Hunn was largely responsible for establishing the courses of instruction in nursery 

management, and for research in plant propagation. These activities have received the cordial support of the 

nurserymen of New York State. Recently he had had an active part in assembling and propagating plant materials 

for the Cornell Arboretum. For this he possessed a special gift and enthusiasm and these brought him into wide 

contact with nurserymen and their organizations all over the country.

Professor Hunn was graduated from Cornell in 1908, after which he went to the Experiment Station in Honolulu. 

In 1910 he married Jessie McCormick of California, who was then teaching in Hawaii. He transferred to the 

University of Puerto Rico in 1914, and returned to Cornell for graduate study in 1916. During the first world war 

he served as Registrar of the Cornell Aviation School and in 1920 he joined the staff of the Bureau of Plant Industry 

of the Department of Agriculture at Washington, D. C. Professor Hunn was called to Cornell in 1926 as Assistant 

Professor of Ornamental Horticulture.

Professor Hunn was a member of Lambda Chi Alpha and Pi Alpha Xi; was faculty adviser for the honorary 

fraternity, Scarab; and was co-founder, with Professor Hosmer, of the Hawaiian Club of Cornell University, in which 

he had a continuing and active interest. In these societies and in many other student, alumni, and horticultural 

activities Professor Hunn’s helpful participation will be greatly missed. Especially will he be missed by students of 

the University, because he always maintained an alert, understanding, and sympathetic interest in their athletic, 

social, and educational enterprises, and endeared himself to all of those with whom he came in contact.
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