
Frederick George Mundinger 

April 7, 1891 — February 19, 1972

Following a brief illness, Professor Mundinger died at his home in Geneva, New York, February 19, 1972. He 

had retired as an associate professor of entomology in the New York State Agriculture Experiment Station on 

September 30, 1957.

Professor Mundinger was born at Utica, New York, April 7, 1891. His family moved to Dolgeville, New York, 

when he was four and this village continued to be his home until he completed his undergraduate training at 

Syracuse University. He obtained a Bachelor of Science degree from Syracuse in 1914 and then accepted a teaching 

position with the Collingswood, New Jersey, high school. When the United States became involved in World War 

I, Professor Mundinger enlisted and served in the field artillery division. He was discharged in 1919 with the rank 

of second lieutenant.

Professor Mundinger registered in the graduate school of Syracuse University in 1920, and in 1922 he was awarded 

a master’s degree. Although continuing his graduate training at Syracuse, he accepted summertime employment 

with the Geneva Station in 1923, in the Hudson Valley area, conducting research on the pear psylla. This led on to 

his appointment on May 1, 1924, to the staff of the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station as an assistant 

in research. He was placed in charge of entomological research at the Station’s Hudson Valley Fruit Research 

Laboratory at Poughkeepsie, New York. Office and laboratory space were provided for him on the campus of 

Vassar College.

During his ten-year sojurn in the Hudson Valley, Professor Mundinger quickly became the area authority on 

insects. His findings on fruit insects did much to shape the pest control practices of the growers in this fruit 

district. He was especially active in conducting biological and control studies on the apple maggot, pear psylla, 

pear midge, and various pentatomid bugs which produce dent-shaped injuries on pear and other fruits.

In 1934 Professor Mundinger was transferred to Geneva, where he was placed in charge of research work on 

insect pests of pear, strawberry, and the bush fruits — raspberry, blackberry, and currant. Probably his most 

important contribution during this part of his career, or from 1934 to 1957, was the development of effective means 

of combatting the pear psylla, this fruit’s most important pest. His studies on the tarnished plant bug as a pest of 

berry fruits were also noteworthy. He established that this insect was responsible for the failure of fruits to set and 

to produce dwarfed or malformed berries.
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By nature Professor Mundinger was a quiet, kindly, self-effacing individual. He asked nothing better than to have 

an opportunity to sit down with his microscope and notebook, to fill in some knowledge gaps on the seasonal or 

life history of some pest species from a painstaking examination of an insect collection or infested plant material.

He was a member of the Entomological Society of America and also of the following honor societies: Sigma Xi, 

Alpha Xi Sigma, and Phi Kappa Phi.

Professor Mundinger was deeply concerned with the lot of nonacademic personnel. He effectively championed 

their cause by becoming a member of the New York State Employees Association, by serving as an officer of the 

local chapter of this organization, and by making himself freely available as a consultant and adviser to these 

employees.

Professor Mundinger elected to remain in Geneva after his retirement. Here he busied himself with the maintenance 

of his home on Washington Street and in taking care of family affairs. He is survived by his wife, a daughter, a son, 

and two grandchildren.
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