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SUMMARY

Food, farming, and environmental care are key topics in the study of agricultural sustainability.  Agricultural sustainability is holistic in its approach, so religion and ethics need to be considered as aspects of the topic.  Religious considerations become especially important when academic and development specialists must communicate with and motivate religious audiences.  Thus, development agencies such as the World Bank are now collecting and distributing information about the religious beliefs of potential clients as they relate to food, farming, and the environment.  The material provided here offers an in-depth treatment from the perspective of three religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  A comprehensive compilation of passages about food and agriculture is supplemented with brief annotations. Because there are many publications about religion and the environment, only the core scriptures about environmental care are covered here. The passages are  taken from the primary  religious sources (the  Bible  and  the  Qur-án) used by Jewish, Christian, and Muslim communities.  The goal is to help current and future agricultural development workers understand and communicate in terms that audiences with those religious backgrounds will appreciate.
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INTRODUCTION
Academics and specialists who work to foster change in agricultural practices and social institutions face the challenge of motivation.  What is it that will stimulate people to change?  George Bernard Shaw is attributed with the following insightful statement:

Religion is a great force—the only real motive force in the world.  But you must get a man through his own religion, not yours.
Although there are certainly other motivating forces, religion is important and it has been overlooked for many years by agricultural workers addressing technological and sociological development.  That neglect may be related to frustrating failures in development efforts.  However, the situation is changing.  Recently the World Bank has collected religious statements from eleven of the world’s main religions to help its workers understand the religious worldviews of the people with whom they work.
  I have also been working on a manuscript that relates faith to food and farming as a motivational principle in sustainable agriculture.  Religious faith affects both present practices and approaches to change.  What follows is a comprehensive collection of passages taken from the sacred writings of Jews, Christians, and Muslims that can be related to their religious teachings about environmental care and the methods of agriculture.  The goal of this collection of scriptural passages is to equip readers with knowledge that will help them understand religious audiences with whom they work and communicate effectively with them about ecological agriculture, farming methods, and food.  The religious books covered are the Old and New Testaments of the Bible and the Islamic Qur-án, as translated into English.
I should also make a brief comment about the title, Farming by the Book.  The book referred to is the Bible, which is the more ancient and more comprehensive source of information about agriculture.  However, Jews, Christians, and Muslims are sometimes called the “people of the Book” because of their common respect for the stories about Adam and Eve, Noah, Moses, and of course Abraham.  Although their respective books have important differences, there is also much in common, and much of the agricultural information they contain predates the beginnings of Christianity and Islam.  Thus, there are areas of similar viewpoint with regard to environmental care and agricultural practice, and it is appropriate to refer to all three as “farming by the book.”
FOOD, FARMING, AND ENVIRONMENTAL CARE IN THE BIBLE

Our food system and the related issues of agricultural sustainability have ecological, social, and spiritual dimensions.  There are numerous writings that address all the above elements in light of the Bible but few that focus specifically on food and farming.  This compilation of scriptural references does not address all the related topics such as international trade, justice, population, poverty, and women.  The most important verses related to natural resources and stewardship are included, but no attempt was made to be comprehensive with those subjects so well covered by other books.  I have attempted to refer to all the verses I found specifically related to farming and agriculture and the related associations with food.  They are grouped topically with the topics generally ordered as they occur in the Bible.  When passages are quoted, they are in bolded italics and from the New Living Translation (NLT) unless otherwise noted.  Abbreviations are defined on p. 53-54.
Single words related to food and farming in the Bible (e.g., apples, bread, irrigation, and plowing) can be studied with the help of a computerized concordance.  On the internet, the BibleGateway (http://www.biblegateway.com/) provides access to many translations.  A CD-ROM can be purchased for most translations of the Bible that will also do the same thing.

The Old Testament Laws

Most of the Old Testament laws about agriculture are found in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, especially Exod. 21-23, 34, Lev. 17-19, 22-27, Num. 35-36, and Deut. 5, 12, 20-28.

Natural Resources (land, water, air, wildlife, and biodiversity)

The earth is the Lord's and we are his stewards
Gen. 1:1. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  This establishes God's ownership as the Creator.  This concept is reiterated many times in the Bible.  Gen. 1:28.  God blessed them [the first man and woman] and told them, "Multiply and fill the earth and subdue it. Be masters over the fish and birds and all the animals.”  The ESV says, “subdue it and have dominion… .”  This is sometimes called the “dominion mandate,” and it is interpreted by Christian environmentalists to call for servant-rulers or stewards as modeled preeminently by Jesus Christ.

Gen. 2:8.  The LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man he had created.  God is not only a gardener, he is the first one.  His care is thus a model for the care of his human stewards.

Gen. 2:15. The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and care for it.  "Tend" = abad = to cultivate or farm as servants; "care for" = shamar = keep, guard, and protect.  This, along with Gen. 1:28, is regarded by some as a cultural or development mandate for humans to not only manage but also develop natural resources.  

Exod. 20:3. Do not worship any other gods besides me.  This is the first commandment.

Exod. 20:4. Do not make idols of any kind, whether in the shape of birds, or animals or fish.  This is the second commandment; see also Deut. 5:7-8, Matt. 4:10, and Luke 16:13; these commandments establish the human stewardship relationship between God and the rest of creation.  Humans are to worship God and care for the rest of creation.  They are not to worship nature.

Deut. 10:14. The highest heavens and the earth and everything in it all belong to the LORD your God.  

Ps. 24:1.  The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it.  The world and all its people belong to him.  This is perhaps the most well known restatement of Deut. 10:14:  See also Exod. 9:29, 19:5, Ps. 50:10-12, Ps. 89:11, Job 41:11, 1 Cor. 10:26.
Ps. 115:16 clarifies God’s pact with humans: The heavens belong to the LORD, but he has given the earth to all humanity.  "Given" = nathan = assigned. 

Ps. 8:6-8 explains Ps. 115:16: You put us [humans] in charge of everything you made, giving us authority over all things--the sheep and the cattle and all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, and everything that swims the ocean currents.  "Put in charge" = mashal = made us stewards.  See also Exod. 9:29b, 19:5, Ps. 50:12, 89:11, and 1 Cor. 10:26.

Eccles. 12:14.  God will judge us for everything we do, including every secret thing, whether good or bad.  A steward is responsible and will be judged.  

Jer. 12:10-11 tells some of the reasons God’s judgment came upon ancient Israel and Judah:  Many rulers have ravaged my vineyard, trampling down the vines and turning all its beauty into a barren wilderness.  They have made it an empty wasteland; I hear its mournful cry. The whole land is desolate, and no one even cares.  Stewardship of nature will be judged by God.  See also Jer. 2:7, 9:10-13, and 12:12-13.

Ezek. 34:18-19.  Is it not enough for you to keep the best of the pastures for yourselves? Must you also trample down the rest? Is it not enough for you to take the best water for yourselves? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? All that is left for my flock to eat is what you have trampled down. All they have to drink is water that you have fouled.  Good stewardship minimizes human impact on natural resources.

Matt. 5:5.  God blesses those who are gentle and lowly, for the whole earth will belong to them.  The ESV says, Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  Good stewardship involves gentle and obedient care-giving.

Luke 16:2 (ESV).  And he [the owner] called him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.'  Stewards must give an account of the work they do.  See also Rom. 14:12.

Luke 20:9.  Now Jesus turned to the people again and told them this story: "A man planted a vineyard, leased it out to tenant farmers, and moved to another country to live for several years.  The tenant farmers are examples of stewards who care for someone else’s property.  Other parables of stewards are in Matt. 21:33-45, 25:14-30, Mark 12:1-12, and Luke 19:11-26.

Rom. 8:19-21 (NLV).  Everything that has been made in the world is waiting for the day when God will make his sons [his children, men and women] known.  Everything that has been made in the world is weak. It is not that the world wanted it to be that way. God allowed it to be that way. Yet there is hope. Everything that has been made in the world will be set free from the power that can destroy. These will become free just as the children of God become free.  God uses his good stewards as a part of his plan to restore a damaged natural world.

1 Cor. 3:9 (AMP).  For we are fellow workmen (joint promoters, laborers together) with and for God; you are God's garden and vineyard and field under cultivation, [you are] God's building.  Stewards work with and for the property owner, and God works with his stewards as a farmer works a field or as a builder builds a building.

Col. 1:16-17, 20.  Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can't see …Everything has been created through him and for him.  He existed before everything else began, and he holds all creation together. …and by him God reconciled everything to himself.  He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of his blood on the cross.  As creator and sustainer, God through Christ owns everything and his benevolent purposes extend to everything.  See also John 1:3 and Heb. 1:2.

Rev. 11:18.  The nations were angry with you, but now the time of your wrath has come. It is time to judge the dead and reward your servants.  You will reward …all who fear your name, from the least to the greatest.  And you will destroy all who have caused destruction on the earth.  Bad stewards who destroy natural resources will ultimately be punished by God.

Our stewardship especially applies to aquatic life and birds
Gen. 1:20-23. The creatures of the seas and the air were made before humans and they were blessed by God to fill the oceans and fill the earth.  This was an ecological blessing and a guide for humans to measure their stewardship by the condition of the fish ecosystem of the sea and the bird ecosystem of the earth.  Human agriculture (and all other human industry) was thus given a limit and humans go beyond the limit when they negate God's blessing by degrading water and air. 

Job. 12:7.  Ask the animals, and they will teach you. Ask the birds of the sky, and they will tell you.  Nature, including the birds, can teach us important lessons.

Ps. 24:2.  For he laid the earth's foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths.  The ecological foundation is in aquatic ecosystems.

Jer. 4:25.  I looked, and all the people were gone. All the birds of the sky had flown away.  The birds are affected by ecological devastation.  See also Jer. 9:10 and 12:4.
Hos. 4:3. That is why your land is not producing. It is filled with sadness, and all living things are becoming sick and dying. Even the animals, birds, and fish have begun to disappear.  

God cares for wild nature, which should be respected and protected
Gen. 1:30 (ESV).  And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so.  God provided food for all wildlife. 

Gen. 8:17. [God told Noah,] Release all the animals and birds so they can breed and reproduce in great numbers.  Wildlife are to be given enough wild land so they can flourish.  However,
Gen. 9:2-3 allows the hunting of wild animals for food.  See also Exod. 25:27, 27:5, Lev. 17:13-14, and Deut. 12:15.

Deut. 20:20 gives permission to cut down trees, but Gen. 21:33 earlier introduced the deliberate planting of trees by humans.

Deut. 22:6-7 gives permission to take the eggs and young of birds, but the mother is protected.

Ps. 104:10-12, 16-18.  You make the springs pour water into ravines, so streams gush down from the mountains. They provide water for all the animals, and the wild donkeys quench their thirst. The birds nest beside the streams and sing among the branches of the trees. … The trees of the LORD are well cared for—the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. There the birds make their nests, and the storks make their homes in the firs. High in the mountains are pastures for the wild goats, and the rocks form a refuge for rock badgers. Some parts of the creation are for wild nature and not for agriculture.

Eccles. 3:19.  For humans and animals both breathe the same air (or both have the same spirit), and both die. So people have no real advantage over the animals. How meaningless!  Humans should not count themselves as being distinct from other animals in terms of body, soul, or spirit.  See also Gen. 2:7, 19.

Isa. 29:17.  Soon--and it will not be very long--the wilderness of Lebanon will be a fertile field once again. And the fertile fields will become a lush and fertile forest.  God’s care of wild nature through the “laws of nature” include ecological succession.

Matt. 6:26.  Look at the birds. They don't need to plant or harvest or put food in barns because your heavenly Father feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than they are.

Matt. 10:29.  Not even a sparrow, worth only half a penny, can fall to the ground without your Father [God] knowing it.
Rom. 1:20.  From the time the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made. They can clearly see his invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse whatsoever for not knowing God.  Wild nature is important to God because it reveals him to people.  Nature is “the other book written by God,” or “The Book of Creation.”

Sabbath rest for the land
Exod. 23:10-11. Plant and harvest your crops for six years, but let the land rest and lie fallow during the seventh year.  Then let the poor among you harvest any volunteer crop that may come up.  Leave the rest for the animals [wildlife] to eat.  The same applies to your vineyards and olive groves.  I find this difficult to interpret.  Is it a law for everyone or is it a special distinguishing law for Israel?  It appears to be based on a general principle of crop rotation.  But fallow only once in seven years is an unusually long rotation.  Ancient cropping systems often fallowed land every other year.

Lev. 25:2-7 makes it clear that this is a Sabbath rest for the land (…the land itself must observe a Sabbath to the LORD every seventh year.)  

Lev. 25:11-12 includes every fiftieth year, the Year of Jubilee, in the Sabbath Rest for the land.  Does that mean that both years 49 (a seventh year) and year 50 (a Year of Jubilee) were in a total fallow?

Lev. 25:18-22 explains: If you want to live securely in the land, keep my laws and obey my regulations.  Then the land will yield bumper crops, and you will eat your fill and live securely in it. …I will order my blessing for you in the sixth year, so the land will produce a bumper crop, enough to support you for three years. …

Lev. 26:42-43a. If the nation of Israel forgot or refused to follow God, it would be destroyed as a nation and taken to captivity.  If that happens, God says, "Then I will remember the land.  And the land will enjoy its years of Sabbath rest as it lies deserted."  See also Lev. 26:34-35.

Deut. 8:7-8 points out the exceptional productivity of the land: For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land of flowing streams and pools of water, with springs that gush forth in the valleys and hills.  It is a land of wheat and barley, of grapevines, fig trees, pomegranates, olives, and honey.  Perhaps a fallow only once in seven years was sufficient for the land resource in the Near East.  In any case, the Sabbatical fallow points to special dependence on God, even for miracles in supplying food after the wilderness exodus.

Deut. 11:11-12 shows that God cares especially for that land he was giving to the descendants of Israel: It is a land of hills and valleys with plenty of rain--a land that the LORD your God cares for. He watches over it day after day throughout the year!

2 Chron. 7:20.  God calls the land of ancient Israel my land.  See also Isa. 14:25, Jer. 2:7, 16:18, and elsewhere.

Do not pollute the land
Lev. 18:25. …[T]he entire land has become defiled [polluted]. That is why I am punishing the people who live there, and the land will soon vomit them out.  See also Lev. 18:28 and 20:22.

Num. 35:33-34. …[M]urder pollutes the land. …You must not defile the land where you are going to live, for I live there myself. …
Deut. 24:4b (GW). Don't pollute with sin the land the LORD your God is giving you as your property.  See also Deut. 21:23b.  At the final judgment, pollutions and destruction of the earth is severely punished
Rev. 11:18. says that God will destroy all who have caused destruction on the earth.  

Land and climate
Lev. 26:3-5.  If you keep my laws and are careful to obey my commands, I will send the seasonal rains. The land will then yield its crops, and the trees will produce their fruit. Your threshing season will extend until the grape harvest, and your grape harvest will extend until it is time to plant grain again. You will eat your fill and live securely in your land.  Climate, or weather, and land productivity are linked in scripture.  See also Deut. 11:14-15 and 28:12.

Lev. 26:19 states that drought will follow if God’s commands are broken.

Deut. 28:22-24 describes God’s judgment that includes drought and dust storms.  See also Rev. 16:9.

2 Chron. 7:14.  Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their land.  Part of a healed land is an improved climate.

Ps. 97:1.  The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice! Let the farthest islands be glad. The whole earth, including the land, is made to rejoice and praise God.  See also Ps. 19:3-4, 65:13, 98:8, Isa. 44:23, 49:13, and 55:12.  When the land is abused, it is no longer “a praise to God.” 

Hag. 1:10-11 describes the cause and effect of drought: …a drought to wither the grain and grapes and olives and all your other crops, a drought to starve both you and your cattle and to ruin everything you have worked so hard to get.  See also Lev. 26:14-19 and Deut. 28:23-24.  Drought can be God’s judgment of abuse.

Matt. 5:45 expands this understanding though: [God] gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and on the unjust, too.  God has provided the resources for water and food for everyone, so when there is some goodness and justice, all benefit.  See Gen. 18:32.

Matt. 7:27.  When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will fall with a mighty crash.  Rains and floods are common tests of what humans would build.  See also Luke 6:49.

Soil and Water

Gen. 1:9-10. And God said, "Let the waters beneath the sky be gathered into one place so dry ground may appear. …"  Earlier mention of "water" in verse 6 may better be translated as "matter," but in verse 9 soil and water are clearly designated.

Gen. 2:4-7 notes that before the creation of humans, no one was there to cultivate the soil.  This shows that God's original plan for humans included soil cultivation.

Gen. 2:15 shows the fulfillment of this plan because The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend [cultivate or farm] and care for it.  

Gen. 3:17-19 relates human rebellion against God’s original plan: And to Adam he [God] said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate the fruit I told you not to eat, I have placed a curse on the ground.  All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it.  It will grow thorns and thistles [weeds] for you, though you will eat of its grains.  All your life you will sweat to produce food, until your dying day.  Then you will return to the ground from which you came.  For you were made from dust, and to dust you will return."  In GW, it says "The ground is cursed because of you."  This passage shows the intimate relationship of humans and soil, right down to the nutrient cycle.  In the above verses, soil and water stand side by side.  

Deut. 28:4 states that fertile fields [soil] are a blessing.

Deut. 28 18 declares that barren fields are a curse.  

Deut. 28:24 describes wind erosion.

2 Chron. 26:10 notes the King Uzziah loved the soil, i.e. he loved farming.

Job 14:19 tells us that soil erosion destroys hope for life: [As] …floods wash away the soil, so you [God] destroy people's hope.  See also Prov. 28:3.
Isa. 44:3 mentions abundant water that moistens parched fields.

Isa. 55:10. The rain and the snow come down from the heavens and stay on the ground to water the earth.  They cause the grain to grow, producing seed for the farmer and bread for the hungry.  The water cycle is more clearly noted in Ps. 135:7.

Isa. 58:11 uses the phrase like a well-watered garden to represent fruitfulness.

Ezek. 17:8 speaks of good soil with plenty of water so vines could grow and produce rich leaves with luscious fruit.  See also Deut. 8:7-8 quoted above regarding the Sabbath rest of the land for the association of water, soil, and abundant yields.

Zech. 10:1. Ask the LORD for rain in the spring, and he will give it.  It is the LORD who makes storm clouds that drop showers of rain so that every field becomes a lush pasture.  This shows that prayer is a part of water management, indeed, agricultural management.

Matt. 13:4-8 identifies four kinds of soil: the hard (footpath), the shallow and rocky, the weedy (thorny), and the good, fertile soil that will give an increase of thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times.  See also Mark 4:4-8 and Luke 8:5-8.

Seeds and Crops

Seeds and sowing
Gen. 1:11. Then God said, "Let the land [soil] burst forth with every sort of grass and seed-bearing plant.  And let there be trees that grow seed-bearing fruit.  The seeds will then produce the kinds of plants and trees from which they came."
Gen. 1:29. And God said, "Look!  I have given you the seed-bearing plants throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food."

Gen. 8:22 (ESV) says there will be seedtime and harvest as long as the earth remains.

Gen. 47:23-24 reports that Joseph supplied seed for the farmers at the end of the great drought so that they could continue to farm as good years returned.  

Lev. 11:37 mentions grain to be used as seed. 

Lev. 26:16 mentions the sowing of crops.

Ps. 107:37 shows that sowing must be done before there can be a harvest.

Ecc. 11:6 (GW). Plant your seed in the morning, and don't let your hands rest until evening.  You don't know whether this field or that field will be profitable or whether both of them will turn out equally well.  This points to the need for diligence in sowing.

Isaiah 7:25 and 32:20 possibly refer to using livestock to tread seed broadcast on the ground into the soil so that would be in firm contact and lightly covered by soil.

Matt. 13:3b. In this parable, Jesus begins, "A farmer went to plant seed."  See also Mark 4:3 and Luke 8:5a.  Jesus also told another important parable about seed:
John 12:24. The truth is, a kernel of wheat must be planted in the soil.  Unless it dies it will be alone--a single seed.  But its death will produce many new kernels--a plentiful harvest of new lives.  See also 1 Cor. 15:36.

2 Cor. 9:10a. For God is the one who gives seed to the farmer and then bread to eat.  This shows that it is God's plan that behind the farmer's hard work that sustains us.

Gal. 6:7b.  …You will always reap what you sow!  The ancients understood that there is a necessary biological linkage between seed and crop (see also Gen. 1:11 above).  Jesus used the same understanding about the parent plant and the fruit or seed it produced (Matt. 7:16-20, Luke 6:43-44).

Important crops in Bible times
Gen. 9:3 says that God gave humans grain and vegetables for food, along with meat.

Gen. 30:14. One day during the wheat harvest, … .  Wheat is the world’s most important crop.

Gen. 40:10 mentions grapes.  Summer fruit is mentioned in 2 Sam. 16:1.

Gen. 43:11b.  Fill your bags with the best products of the land. Take them to the man as gifts--balm, honey, spices, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds.
Exod. 9:32.  But the wheat and the spelt were not destroyed because they had not yet sprouted from the ground.  Spelt is a kind of wheat.

Lev. 6:21 indicates that olive oil was used for cooking.  See also Num. 11:8, Deut. 14:23, and 1 Kings 17:12.

Lev. 19:23 mentions the planting of tree crops for food.  See also Deut. 20:19, Isa. 17:10, and Luke 13:6-9.

Num. 11:5b.  And we had all the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic that we wanted.  Vegetables are also mentioned in Deut. 11:10, Dan. 1:12, and Rom. 14:2.

2 Kings 6:25.  Reference to dove’s dung should probably be translated instead as chickpea or as the seed of wild legumes (see the NLT footnote).

Ps. 104:14a.  You cause grass [forages of all kinds] to grow for the cattle [livestock of all kinds].  You cause plants to grow for people to use. …
Isa. 28:25.  Does he not finally plant his seeds for dill, cumin, wheat, barley, and spelt, each in its own section of his land?
Ezek. 4:9a.  Now go and get some wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet, and spelt, and mix them together in a storage jar. Use this food to make bread for yourself … .  Grain legumes (beans and lentils) are also mentioned in Gen. 24:34)

Joel 1:12.  The grapevines and the fig trees have all withered. The pomegranate trees, [date] palm trees, and apple trees--yes, all the fruit trees--have dried up. All joy has dried up with them.

Hag. 2:19.  I am giving you a promise now while the seed is still in the barn, before you have harvested your grain and before the grapevine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have produced their crops. From this day onward I will bless you.
Crop damage caused by carelessness
Exod. 22:5-6. When crops are damaged by stray livestock or fires set by humans that get out of control, the person responsible for the livestock or the fire must pay for the damages.

Crops as part of tithes and offerings
Exod. 22:29. One-tenth (a tithe) of crops and wine must be given away.  See also Deut. 12:17, 14:22-23, 26:2.

Exod. 23:19a. As you harvest each of your crops, bring me [God] a choice sample of the first day's harvest.  See also Exod. 34:26. 

Lev. 27:30-31. A tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain or fruit, belongs to the LORD and must be set apart to him as holy.  If you want to redeem the LORD's tenth of the fruit or grain, you must pay [to the Levites and priests] its value plus 20 percent.  Deut. 26:12 specifies this tithe is given every third year for the Levites and for the poor (foreigners, orphans, and widows).  

Prov. 3:9-10. Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything your land produces.  Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with the finest wine.  See also Gen. 28:22, Num. 18:27, Deut. 12:17,14:22-29, 2 Chron. 31:5, Mal. 3:10.

Crop rotation and sabbatical rest
Exod. 23:10-11a. Plant and harvest your crops for six years, but let the land rest and lie fallow during the seventh year.  See also Lev. 25:3-7, 20-22.

Lev. 25:5b. The land is to have a year of total rest.
Lev. 25:22 (GW). You will plant [again] in the eighth year but live on what the land already produced [in the last cropping year, year six of the rotation].  You will eat it , even in the ninth year, until the land produces more.  This points to the tremendous productivity of the land with an unusually short fallow of only one year in seven and to a faith in God to provide their food, perhaps recalling manna in the wilderness or foretelling the miracles of Jesus in feeding multitudes.

Harvesting crops
Lev. 19:9-10. When you harvest your crops, do not harvest the grain along the edges of your fields and do not pick up what the harvesters drop.  It is the same with your grape crop--do not strip every last bunch of grapes from the vines, and do not pick up the grapes that fall to the ground.  Leave them for the poor and the foreigners who live among you, for I, the LORD, am your God.  The modern application is that farmers are to be charitable with the abundance of their harvests.  See also Lev. 23:22, Ruth 2:2,15.

Deut. 24:19-22 repeats the same concept, applying it to the grain, olive, and grape harvests; it also reminds the Jew that they were once foreign slaves in Egypt.  That is why they should care for foreigners.

Eccles. 3:1-2.  There is a time for everything, a season for every activity under heaven.  A time to be born and a time to die.  A time to plant and a time to harvest.

Intercropping
Lev. 19:19b. Do not plant your field with two kinds [species] of seed.

Deut. 22:9. Do not plant any other crop between the rows of your vineyard.  If you do, you are forbidden to use either the grapes from the vineyard of the produce of the other crop.  This comes in the context of avoiding mixture in order to be ceremonially pure.  There is now scientific evidence that some kinds of intercropping increase yields and sustainability.

Fruit trees and vineyards
Lev. 19:23-25. When you…plant fruit trees, leave the fruit unharvested for the first three years and consider it forbidden.  In the fourth year the entire crop will be devoted to the Lord as an outburst of praise.  Finally, in the fifth year you may eat the fruit.  In this way, its yield will be increased. …
Deut. 20:19. Fruit trees should not be cut down in war (or at any other times).  Only trees that do not bear valuable fruit should be cut for lumber.

Luke 13:6-9. Then Jesus used this illustration: "A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed.  Finally, he said to his gardener, 'I've waited three years, and there hasn't been a single fig!  Cut it down.  It's taking up space we can use for something else.' "But the gardener answered, 'Give it one more chance.  Leave it another year, and I'll give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer.  If we get figs next year, fine.  If not, you can cut it down.'"

Non-food crops
Flax is mentioned eight times (Exod. 9:31 to Hos. 2:9, ESV).

Cotton is mentioned twice (Esth. 1:6 and Isa. 19:9, ESV).  In comparison, wool (the fiber from sheep) is mentioned eighteen times (from Lev. 13:48 to Rev. 1:14, ESV).

Various herbs and spices are mentioned numerous times (e.g. Gen. 37:25 names spices, balm, and myrrh; Luke 11:42 mentions the mint and the rue and every herb).
Crop surpluses are a blessing
Lev. 26:10. [As a blessed nation,] [y]ou will have such a surplus of crops that you will need to get rid of the leftovers from the previous year to make room for each new harvest.

Crops as property
Deut. 23:24-25. You may eat your fill of grapes from your neighbor's vineyard, but do not take any away in a basket.  And you may pluck a few heads of your neighbor's grain by hand, but you may not harvest it with a sickle.   See also Matt. 12:1, Mark 2:23, and Luke 6:1.

Diet and Food

Diet
Gen. 1:29.  And God said, "Look! I have given you the seed-bearing plants throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food.
Gen. 9:3 approves eating meat (wild game) in addition to grain and vegetables.  It is not until Gen. 27:1-8 that a specific case of meat eating (wild game and young goat) is mentioned.

Gen. 18:8 is the first mention of drinking milk and eating curds (cheese or yogurt).

Gen. 43:11 mentions honey, pistachios, and almonds.  See also Song. Sol. 6:11.

Lev. 19:23-25 makes mention of tree fruits first noted in the Garden of Eden in Gen. 3.  Specific fruits are mentioned in Hos. 9:10 (fresh grapes and figs), Joel 1:12 (pomegranates, date palms, and apples) and in Hag. 2:19 (pomegranates, grapes, and figs, along with olives).  

Deut. 11:10 mentions vegetables.  See also Num. 11:5, Prov. 15:17, Dan. 1:12, 16, and Rom. 14:2.

Deut. 14:11.  You may eat any bird that is ceremonially clean.  Thus poultry is in the approved biblical diet.  See also 1 Kings 4:23 and Neh. 5:18.

2 Sam. 17:28 mentions beans and lentils.  These are grain legumes that stand beside meat in the USDA Food Pyramid.  See also 2 Sam. 23:11 and Ezek. 4:9.  

Ps. 104:14-15.  You [God] cause grass to grow for the cattle.  You cause plants to grow for people to use.  You allow them to produce food from the earth--wine to make them glad, olive oil as lotion for their skin, and bread to give them strength.  The ancient Hebrew diet is thus outlined with unnamed livestock products (milk and meat) plus a primary diet based on wine, oil, and grains.  The major importance of these last three groups is confirmed by Deut. 7:13, 2 Kings 18:32, and Neh. 5:11.  Grain, oil, and wine are mentioned together 21 times in the ESV.

Vegetarianism?  
Grains, fruits, vegetables, and meat are referenced elsewhere in these lists.  A few key passages are repeated here for those approaching them from the perspective of the vegetarian diet.

Gen. 1:29 (above) implies an initial vegetarian diet for humans.  Vegetables and fruits of the Bible are identified in Gen. 40:10, Lev. 26:3-5, Num. 11:5b, Deut. 28:1-14, Prov. 27:18, and Joel 1:10-12 along with several other passages cited elsewhere in these notes.
Gen. 9:2-3 adds meat, specifically large and small wild animals, birds, and fish, to the diet already based on grain and vegetables.  The preparation of meat is alluded to in Gen. 27:3-4, 9 in which Jacob and his mother Rebekah deceive Isaac with the help of a special meal.  Solomon’s provisions (1 Kings 4:22-23) made use of many kinds of meat.
Deut. 15:19-20 says that meat from the sacrifices could be eaten under the correct circumstances.

Dan. 1:12,15. "Test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water," Daniel said. … At the end of the ten days Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better nourished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king.  This briefly describes a vegan diet.

Mark 7:15-19. [Jesus said], "You are not defiled by what you eat; … Food doesn't come in contact with your heart, but only passes through the stomach and then comes out again."  (By saying this, he showed that every kind of food is acceptable.)
Acts 10:11-16. He [Peter] saw the sky open, and something like a large sheet was let down by its four corners.  In the sheet were all sorts of animals, reptiles, and birds.  Then a voice said to him, "Get up, Peter; kill and eat them."  "Never, Lord," Peter declared.  "I have never in all my life eaten anything forbidden in our Jewish laws."  The voice spoke again, "If God says something is acceptable, don't say it isn't."  The same vision was repeated three times.  Then the sheet was pulled up again to heaven."  This lesson was mainly about accepting the Gentiles as believers loved by God, but the literal meaning is also confirmed by Jesus own words in Mark 7:19 above.  See also Acts 11:4-10, 21:25.

Rom. 14:2-3, 6. … [O]ne person believes it is all right to eat anything.  But another believer who has a sensitive conscience will eat only vegetables.  Those who think it is all right to eat anything must not look down on those who won't.  And those who won't eat certain foods must not condemn those who do, for God has accepted them. … Those who eat all kinds of food do so to honor the Lord, since they give thanks to God before eating.  And those who won't eat everything also want to please the Lord and give thanks to God.   This affirms thanking God for food. 

1 Cor. 8:8a. It is true that we can't win God's approval by what we eat.
1 Cor. 10:30. If I can thank God for the food and enjoy it, why should I be condemned for eating it?

1 Tim. 4:3-5. They [misguided experts] will say it is … wrong to eat certain foods.  But God created those foods to be eaten with thanksgiving by people who know and believe the truth.  Since everything God created is good, we should not reject any of it.  We may receive it gladly, with thankful hearts.  For we know it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.

Grain is the foundation of human diet
Gen. 9:3 tells us that God first gave grain and vegetables for human food.

Gen. 41:49.  In preparing for famine, Joseph concentrated on grain storage.

Ps 104:14b-15. You allow them [the Hebrew people] to produce food from the earth—wine to make them glad, olive oil as lotion for their skin, and bread to give them strength.  Bread is made from grains.

Acts 27:34-37. [Paul said,] "Please eat something for your own good. … Then he took some bread, gave thanks to God before them all, and broke off a piece and ate it.  Then everyone was encouraged and all 276 of us began eating … .  In the crisis of approaching shipwreck, bread was chosen as the food for strength.  It was the staple food they still had on board.  See also 1 Sam. 28:22 and Lam. 1:11.

Rev. 6:6b. [In a time of famine, it will be said:] "A loaf of wheat bread or three loaves of barley bread for a day's pay.  And don't waste the olive oil and wine."

Dairy products and eggs
Dairy products and eggs are of special interest to the ovolacto vegetarian.  Dairy products are first mentioned in Gen. 18:18.  Milk is mentioned about 50 times starting with this verse.  Depending on the translation, there is also reference to curds (8 times in the ESV), cheese (2 times in the ESV and KJV) and butter (2 times in the ESV and 10 times in KJV).  See also 2 Sam. 17:29.  Eggs of wild birds as a source of food are first mentioned in Deut. 22:6.  Poultry eggs are probably what is meant in Luke 11:12.  Isaiah 10:14 also mentions eggs, and Job 6:6 refers to the tasteless white of the egg in the unique KJV translation.  
Honey and other sweets and fats
Honey is often mentioned in the Bible starting in Gen. 43:11.

Prov. 16:24. Kind words are like honey--sweet to the soul and healthy for the body.  See also Prov. 24:13.

Prov. 25:16. Do you like honey?  Don't eat too much of it, or it will make you sick!

Prov. 25:27a. Just as it is not good to eat too much honey, …
Though fat in meat was not to be eaten (see below), cattle were fattened for feasting (1 Sam. 28:24, 1 Kings 4:23, and Luke 15:23-27).  So were poultry (1 Kings 4:23 in KJV). Oil, especially olive oil, was also an important food item in the ancient Near East (1 Kings 17:15 and 1 Chron. 12:40). 

Wine and other alcoholic beverages
Prov. 23:31 warns against drinking too much wine: Don't let the sparkle and smooth taste of wine deceive you.
Prov. 31:6. Liquor is for the dying, and wine for those in deep depression.

Rom. 14:21 says that we should not drink wine if it causes another Christian to stumble, that is, to be confused or to behave inappropriately. 
Eph. 5:18. Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life.

1 Tim. 3:2-3. For an elder must … not be a heavy drinker or be violent. …  See also 1 Tim. 3:8 and Titus 1:7.

1 Tim. 5:23. Don't drink only water.  You ought to drink a little wine for the sake of your stomach because you are sick so often.

What is not to be eaten
Exod. 22:31. Do not eat any animal that has been attacked and killed by a wild animal.  This command not to scavenge is protection against diseases such as rabies and for the benefit of wild animals that live by scavenging.

Exod. 23:19. You must not cook a young goat in its mother's milk.  See also Exod. 34:26; do not eat meat and dairy together:  This might affect the metabolism of calcium.

Lev. 3:17.  You must never eat any fat or blood. …  This is a specific law for the Hebrew, but it may have underlying health benefits.

Lev. 7:17-21 forbids eating tainted meat (ESV).  A modern practical interpretation is that meat unrefrigerated for more than two days or meat that has touched something unclean is tainted or contaminated.  See also Ezek. 44:31.

Acts 15:19-20. … Gentiles who turn to God [should] abstain from eating meat sacrificed to idols, from sexual immorality, and from consuming blood or eating the meat of strangled animals.  Meat with the blood still in it spoils quickly.  Blood symbolically represents life.  See also Acts 15:29.

Rom. 14:14-15. I know and am perfectly sure on the authority of the Lord Jesus that no food, in and of itself, is wrong to eat.  But … if another Christian is distressed by what you eat, you are not acting in love if your eat it. …  See also Rom. 14:20-21 and 1 Cor. 8:1-13.

Rom. 14:23a. But if people have doubts about whether they should eat something, they shouldn't eat it.

1 Cor. 10:25-28. …You may eat any meat that is sold in the marketplace. … [But sometimes] Don't eat it, out of consideration for the conscience of the one who told you [that it was sacrificed to idols].

Obesity
Lev. 3:17 forbade the Jew from eating fat.

Deut. 31:20 predicts that a full and fat people will forget God.  See also Deut. 32:15 and Neh. 9:25.

Ps. 63:5 (ESV) says that rich, fat food satisfies the soul.

Prov. 23:2-3.  If you are a big eater, put a knife to your throat, and don't desire all the delicacies--deception may be involved.
Prov. 30:8-9 warns against the kind of richness (fatness) that would make us deny God.

Eccles. 2:10 tells us that Solomon enjoyed feasting.  However, he concluded that one should eat for strength (Eccles. 10:17).  See also Ps. 104:15.

Jer. 5:28 correlates fat sleekness with selfishness and forgetting the needy.

1 Cor. 6:19-20.  Or don't you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.  The context of this passage is sexual immorality, but good care of the body is the underlying general principle.

James 5:5 correlates self-indulgence and a fat heart.

Sharing your food with the hungry
Deut. 14:28-29.  At the end of every third year bring the tithe of all your crops and store it in the nearest town. Give it to the Levites, who have no inheritance among you, as well as to the foreigners living among you, the orphans, and the widows in your towns, so they can eat and be satisfied. Then the LORD your God will bless you in all your work.

Ps. 146:7.  [God is the one] who gives justice to the oppressed and food to the hungry. …  Ultimately it is God who takes care of the poor.  He usually does it through people.
Isa. 58:10. Feed the hungry and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as day.  See also Isa. 58:7, Ezek. 18:7, and Matt. 25:35.

Matt. 15:32.  Jesus said that he was unwilling to send people away hungry.  See also Matt. 14:13-21, 15:32-39, Mark 6:30-44, 8:1-10, Luke 9:10-17, and John 6:1-15.

Rom. 12:20a.  If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give them something to drink,… .  The hungry may include our enemies and prisoners of war.  See also 2 Kings 6:22.

Heb. 13:16.  Don't forget to do good and to share what you have with those in need, for such sacrifices are very pleasing to God.

James 2:15-16.  Suppose you see a brother or sister who needs food or clothing, and you say, "Well, good-bye and God bless you; stay warm and eat well"--but then you don't give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do?

James 4:17.  Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.

The bottom line on diet
Rom. 14:17. For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
1 Cor. 10:31. Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, you must do all for the glory of God.

Col. 2:16a. So don't let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, … .

Heb. 13:9b. Your spiritual strength comes from God's special favor, not from ceremonial rules about food, which don't help those who follow them.

Livestock

Kinds of domesticated animals including pets
Domesticated animals such as sheep, goats, horses, and cattle (including oxen) are frequently mentioned in Scripture.  First mention of some of the less obvious are of donkeys (Gen. 12:6), camels (Gen. 12:6), pigeons (Gen. 15:9), dogs (Exod. 11:7), pigs (Lev. 11:7), mules (2 Sam. 13:29), fowl of unspecified kinds (1 Kings 4:23), and chickens (hen, chicks, rooster, Prov. 30:31).  Honey bees are first mentioned in Deuteronomy 1:44.  General references are made to pets in Job 41:5, Mark 7:28, and James 3:7.  A colloquial translation of Psalm 73:7 uses fat cats to describe the bulging eyes of obese pride.  The turtledove is mentioned in Ps. 74:19 as a metaphor of endearment, possibly indicating pet-like domestication. 
Livestock were first for sacrifice and then for food and work
Gen. 3:21. And the LORD God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.  Thus, the animals had to be first killed.

Gen. 4:4. Abel offered lambs from his flock as an offering and it was acceptable to God.  It seems reasonable that the lambs of the flock were also used for food, but that is not explicitly stated.

Gen. 8:20. Then [after the flood] Noah built an altar to the LORD and sacrificed on it the animals and birds that had been approved for that purpose.
Gen. 9:2-3 clearly expanded the human diet to include meat.  It is not clear if it applied only to meat from wild animals.  Perhaps domestic livestock were already being eaten as food.   

Gen. 27:9.  Go out to the flocks and bring me two fine young goats. I'll prepare your father's favorite dish from them.  Here, the meat of domestic livestock is clearly being eaten.  

Animal and livestock welfare
Gen. 8:1. But God remembered Noah and all the animals in the boat.  This shows that God cares about animals so we should too.

Gen. 49:6-7. Jacob cursed cruelty to animals done by two of his sons:  … they crippled oxen just for sport.  Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; cursed be their wrath for it is cruel.  

Exod. 23:5. We are to help draft animals that fall under a heavy load, even if they belong to our enemy.  See also Deut. 22:4, Matt. 12:11, Luke 14:5.

Exod. 20:8. We are to give our work animals a chance to rest on the Sabbath.  This is a part of the fourth commandment: Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. …  See also Exod. 23:12 and Deut. 5:14.  

Lev. 22:24 mentions the castration of male livestock, apparently an acceptable practice, except for animals to be sacrificed.

Deut. 25:4. Do not keep an ox from eating as it treads out the grain.  The principle applied to people as well in 1 Cor. 9:9 and I Tim. 5:18.

1 Sam. 17:4.  Shepherds guarded flocks of sheep.  See also Luke 2:8.

Ps. 104:21.  God is the one who feeds the wild animals by providing their food.

Prov. 12:10a. The godly are concerned for the welfare of their animals.  See also Gen. 33:13,17 and Prov. 27:23.

Prov. 26:3 shows that farmers are allowed to use bridles and whips to control unruly animals.

Hab. 2:17. Trapping and terrifying wild animals was one of the sins of the nation of Judah.

Matt. 12:11. Livestock should be rescued from accidental injury even on days of rest and celebration.  See also Luke 14:5. 

Luke 13:15. Livestock are to be watered (and otherwise given good care) every day. 

Managing dangerous animals
Gen. 9:5b. Animals that kill people must die, …
Gen. 12:16 (ESV).  Oxen are first mentioned here.  Oxen are castrated (emasculated) male cattle.  The operation was and is widely used to reduce the danger posed by adult male livestock.

Exod. 21:28-32. Bulls that gore persons must be killed; the bull's owner is not responsible unless the bull was known to be dangerous and was not confined.  Then the owner must pay, life for life.

Exod. 21:35-36. Bulls that gore other bulls must be sold and the money and meat divided between the two owners.  Again, the basic law is a bull's life for a bull's life with compensation to the owner of the bull that was gored.

Livestock as sources of energy for work
Gen. 22:3 mentions a donkey used by Abraham as a beast of burden.  Donkeys were often used for carrying loads over shorter distances.

Gen. 24:10.  Camels were used to transport Abraham’s servant and his supplies as he looked for a wife for Isaac.  This is the first mention of camels, and they are usually mentioned as beasts of burden, especially for long-distance transportation.

Exod. 15:1 mentions the horse and rider.  The horse was often used to carry persons including warriors. 

Exod. 23:12b.  … This will give your ox and your donkey a chance to rest. …  They needed rest from their work.  See also Exod. 20:10 and Deut. 5:14.

Num. 7:3 mentions oxen and carts or wagons.

Deut. 22:10 mentions plowing with oxen or donkeys, but not both together.

Deut. 25:4 mentions oxen working by treading out grain.  They were to be allowed to eat while they were working.  See also 1 Cor. 9:9 and 1 Tim. 5:18.

Job 30:1 mentions sheepdogs.

1 Chron. 12:40a shows that many kinds of livestock were used for transportation:  And people from as far away as Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali brought food on donkeys, camels, mules, and oxen.  Many other references to the kind of work done by livestock can be found with simple searches of an electronic Bible.

Luke 14:19 is a story told by Jesus that includes a man who purchased five pair of oxen.

Livestock losses and ownership
Exod. 21:33-34. When carelessness of a non-owner causes the accidental injury or death of someone else's livestock, the non-owner must pay for the damages.  See also Matt. 12:11 and Luke 14:5.

Exod. 22:1, 4. Fines for stealing and killing livestock are five times the value for a beast of burden and four times the value for other livestock.  See Luke 19:8; Prov. 6:31 sets the fine for general theft at seven times the value of the stolen property.

Exod. 22:9. Settling disputed ownership is done by judges.  See also Deut. 25:1.

Exod. 22:12-13. Non-owners must pay for losses that occur while livestock is under their care.  Exceptions are made for livestock killed by wild animals or other natural causes, but thefts must be compensated.

Exod. 22:14-15. Owners lending or renting their livestock must be compensated for loss or injury of the livestock unless the owner is present when the loss occurs.  If the owner was directly involved in the loss, then the rental fee is sufficient compensation.

Lev. 24:18,21. Anyone who kills another person's animal must pay it back in full--a live animal for the animal that was killed. …Whoever kills an animal must make full restitution, …

Laws about stray animals
Exod. 22:5. The fine for letting you livestock damage crops that belong to someone else is complete restitution with the best available produce.

Exod. 23:4. Return strays to their owner, even of your enemies.  See also Deut. 22:1-3.

Care at birth
Exod. 22:30. Newborn should nurse for at least seven days (when colostrum was is the milk).  Then the animal could be sacrificed.  The wait showed it was completely healthy and helped maintain the health of the mother too.  See also Lev. 22:27).  

Slaughter and butchering
Lev. 17:3-4 (GW). Any Israelite who slaughters a bull, sheep, or goat inside or outside the camp is guilty of bloodshed.  He has shed blood and must be excluded from the people. …   This relates primarily to religious sacrifice but it clearly indicates that killing animals is bloodshed and of concern to God.   The issues are separated and clarified later:
Deut. 12:15-16. But you may butcher animals for meat in any town, wherever you want, just as you do now with gazelle and deer. … [but] you are not to eat the blood.  You must pour it out on the ground like water.  See also Deut. 12:20-25.

Lev. 22:28. But you must never slaughter a mother animal and her offspring on the same day, whether from the herd or the flock.  See also Deut. 22:7 where this is applied to wild birds too.

Breeding and mixing
Gen. 30:39 and 31:10-12 describe Jacob’s controlled breeding of livestock. 

Lev. 19:19b. …Do not breed you cattle with other kinds of animals.  See also Deut. 22:10 and 2 Cor. 6:14, where the spiritual principle is about being unequally yoked.

2 Sam. 13:29 is the first mention of mules, the cross of a horse and a donkey.  Mules are mentioned 16 times in the Bible, usually in a positive context so some kinds of crossbreeding are acceptable.

Livestock and cities
Lev. 25:34. A strip of pastureland around certain cities belonged to the Levites and could never be sold.  This shows that forages and livestock were to be permanent parts of the agricultural design to provide for cities.   See also Num. 35:2-4.

Num. 32:24, 36 mentions cities that each had sheepfolds for their flocks.

2 Chron. 32:29 (ESV) mentions Hezekiah’s cities and flocks and herds together.

Tithing
Lev. 27:32-33. This passage states that one out of every ten animals (presumably the offspring) of the herds and flocks belong to the Lord and no substitution or redemption is allowed.  They are a part of the tithe to be given to the Levites and the poor.  However, Deut. 14:23 specifies it is the firstborn males of the flock and herd that are the tithed (one-tenth) portion of the herd and flock. This implies a very long reproductive life for female livestock.  See also Exod. 13:12, Lev. 27:26, Num. 18:15, Deut. 12:17, 15:19-23.

Livestock for pleasure and companionship
2 Sam. 12:3 is the clearest biblical reference to a pet:  The poor man owned nothing but a little lamb he had worked hard to buy. He raised that little lamb, and it grew up with his children. It ate from the man's own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his arms like a baby daughter.

Job 30:1 refers to sheepdogs.  In general, dogs are mentioned negatively in the Bible.

Ps. 147:10 (NASB) uses the words “delight” or “pleasure” in reference to the strength of the horse.

Jer. 5:27 makes reference to caged birds, possibly for pets.  See also Ps. 74:19.
Mark 7:28 refers to puppies (dogs under the table) as a part of a household.  

Agricultural and Religious Observances

Offerings
Gen. 4:3-4. Both livestock and crops from the land were offered.  Note that Cain's offering of crops was rejected because of his heart and not because of the nature of the offering.  Grain, oil, and wine were part of the offerings and rituals of ancient Hebrew worship and were thus acceptable (Lev. 1-4, 23:13,18).  The appropriate offering depended on its purpose, i.e., was it for peace, sin, guilt, ordination, or celebration (see Lev. 3-8).  Cain might have needed an offering for sin, for, Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins (Heb. 9:22b).

Lev. 22:19-25. Only animals free of physical defects could be offered.  Neutered male animals were not acceptable.  See also Lev. 1-4; 23:13, 18; Deut. 15:21.

First harvests and first births
Exod. 22:29-30. The first harvests of crops and the firstborn male cattle, sheep, and goats belong to God.

Exod. 34:19-20. All firstborn male livestock belong to God.  Of these, kinds acceptable for offerings must be sacrificed but kinds not acceptable for offerings (e.g., donkeys) could be redeemed with money.  See also Exod. 13:2, 12-13; Num. 18:15.

Exod. 23:16. The first harvest of wheat is followed by special offerings and a celebration (The Festival of Weeks).  See also Deut. 26:2 and Prov. 3:9.
Harvest celebrations
Exod. 23:16-19. Two of the three major holidays or festival celebrations of Israel were for the early harvest (called the Feast of Weeks, Lev. 23:15-22, Num. 28:26-31, Deut. 16:9-12) and for the final harvest (called the Feast of Booths, Shelters, or Tabernacles; Lev. 23:33-44, Num. 29:12-39, Deut. 16:13-16), similar to the American Thanksgiving.  See also Exod. 34:22-26. The other major festival celebration was Passover.  There were several shorter holidays.  One of them was called Firstfruits and was in conjunction with Passover (Lev. 23:9-14, see also Exod. 23:18 and 34:26). The celebration of the early harvest was called the Feast of Weeks because it occurred seven weeks after Firstfruits or 50 days after the Sabbath before Firstfruits.  Under Greek influence, it became known as Pentecost (or 50 days).

Sabbath observance
Exod. 20:8. Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  This is the fourth commandment.  It applied to farm laborers and to livestock too (Exod. 20:10). See also Deut. 5:12 and Mark 2:27-28.

Exod. 34:21. Even at the time of plowing and during harvest, the Sabbath must be observed.   See also Neh. 13:15-18.   But livestock must be watered (Luke 13:15) and rescued (Matt. 12:11 and Luke 14:5) on the Sabbath. 

Kosher food laws
Lev. 3:17. You must never eat any fat or blood.  This is a permanent law for you and all your descendants, wherever they may live.  Thus, begins the Jewish rules for a kosher diet.  See also Lev. 7:22-27, 11:3-23; 17:10, 14; and Deut. 14:3-21.  The flesh of the pig also may not be eaten (Lev. 11:7, Deut. 14:8, and Isa. 66:17).  Although most Gentile believers disregard the kosher laws, an underlying principle that is probably relevant for everyone is the importance of knowing what is in our food and where it comes from.  According to Scripture, our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19) and our diet affects the condition of our body.  In Jewish tradition, supervision of the food supply is a priestly function (Lev. 7:35 and Deut. 18:1). See also the section on Diet and Food above.

Thanking God for a good land and food
Deut. 8:10. When you have eaten you fill, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.
Matt. 26:26a, 27a. As they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread and asked God's blessing on it. …And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. …  See also Mark 14:22-23; Luke 22:17, 19; 1Cor 11:24.

Rom. 14:6.  …Those who eat all kinds of food do so to honor the Lord, since they give thanks to God before eating. And those who won't eat everything also want to please the Lord and give thanks to God.

Blessing and Curses through Food and Agriculture

Gen. 27:27-28 records Isaac’s words of blessing, an agricultural blessing.

Lev. 26:3-5. If you keep my laws and are careful to obey my commands, I will send the seasonal rains.  The land will then yield its crops, and the trees will produce their fruit.  Your threshing season will extend until the grape harvest, and your grape harvest will extend until it is time to plant grain again.  You will eat you fill and live securely in your land. 

Deut. 11:15 adds, He will give you lush pastureland for your cattle to graze in and you yourselves will have plenty to eat.  

Lev. 26:14,16b,19-20, 26 are the contrasting curses: bad weather, failed crops, and failed food supply.  See also Deut. 11:17, Isa. 3:1,5:10, Ezek. 4:16, Mic. 6:15.

Deut. 28:1-14 lists the blessings for obeying God.  Included are many agricultural blessings: …fertile herds and flocks, …baskets overflowing with fruit, …bowls filled with bread. …storehouses [filled] with grain. …numerous livestock and abundant crops. …rain at the proper time.
Deut. 28:15-62 lists the curses for disobeying God and these include many agricultural difficulties: …barren fields, …infertile herds and flocks. …rain [turned into] sand and dust, … not a single bite of meat. …locusts…worms…swarms of insects… no grain, new wine, olive oil, calves, or lambs…indescribable plagues.

Deut. 33:13-16 is Moses' blessing of the tribes of Joseph: May their land be blessed…with the choice gift of rain…with the riches that grow in the sun, …with the finest crops… .

Isa. 30:23-24. Then the Lord will bless you with rain at planting time.  There will be wonderful harvests and plenty of pastureland for your cattle.  The oxen and donkeys that till the ground will eat good grain, its chaff having been blown away by the wind.

Isa. 32:20. God will greatly bless his people.  Wherever they plant seed, bountiful crops will spring up.  Their flocks and herds will graze in green pastures.

Joel 1:10-12 describes the curse of war on agriculture: The fields are ruined and empty of crops. The grain, the wine, and the olive oil are gone.  Despair, all you farmers! Wail, all you vine growers! Weep, because the wheat and barley--yes, all the field crops--are ruined. The grapevines and the fig trees have all withered. The pomegranate trees, palm trees, and apple trees--yes, all the fruit trees--have dried up. All joy has dried up with them. This passage also mentions many of the crops of the biblical lands.
Agricultural Finance and Credit (renting, buying, selling, labor, credit)

Gen. 47:23-24. …I will provide you with seed, so you can plant the fields.  Then when you harvest it, a fifth of your crop will belong to Pharaoh.  Keep four-fifths for yourselves, and use it to plant next year's crop and to feed yourselves, your households, and your little ones.  This is a Biblical description of share-cropping; the standard rent was a fifth of the crop.  See also Gen. 41:34.

Exod. 22:25.  If you lend money to a fellow Hebrew in need, do not be like a money lender, charging interest.  See also Lev. 25:35-37, Deut. 15:708, 23:19-20, and Neh. 5:10-11.

Lev. 19:13b. Always pay your hired workers promptly.  See also Deut. 24:14-15, Mal. 3:5, and James 5:4.

Lev. 19:35-36a. Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight, or volume.  Your scales and weights must be accurate.  Your containers for measuring dry goods or liquids must be accurate.  See also Deut. 25:13-16, Prov. 20:10, and Amos 8:5-6.

Deut. 15:1-4, 11.  At the end of every seventh year you must cancel your debts. This is how it must be done. Creditors must cancel the loans they have made to their fellow Israelites. They must not demand payment from their neighbors or relatives, for the LORD's time of release has arrived.  This release from debt, however, applies only to your fellow Israelites--not to the foreigners living among you.  There should be no poor among you,… [but] There will always be some among you who are poor. That is why I am commanding you to share your resources freely with the poor and with other Israelites in need... .  See also Deut. 31:10.

Deut. 24:6 (GW). Never let a family's handmill for grinding flour--or even part of a handmill--be taken to guarantee a loan.  The family wouldn't be able to prepare food in order to stay alive.  The borrower’s means of livelihood and welfare are never to be held as collateral.  See also Exod. 22:26-27, Job 24:3, and Ezek. 18:7.
Deut. 29:9.  Therefore, obey the terms of this covenant so that you will prosper in everything you do.  Prosperity is a biblical goal.  See also Ps. 1:3.  

Prov. 11:26. People curse those who hold their grain for higher prices, but they bless the one who sells to them in their time of need.  See also Neh. 5:1-5,10-11.

Prov. 27:18. Workers who tend a fig tree are allowed to eat its fruit.  In the same way, workers who protect their employer's interests will be rewarded.  
Matt. 26:11 says, You will always have the poor among you, …  Thus the goal of the elimination of poverty (Deut. 15:4 above) is only realized in part.  See also Mark 14:7 and John 12:8.

1 Cor. 9:7, 10b.  What soldier has to pay his own expenses? And have you ever heard of a farmer who harvests his crop and doesn't have the right to eat some of it? What shepherd takes care of a flock of sheep and isn't allowed to drink some of the milk? … Just as farm workers who plow fields and thresh the grain expect a share of the harvest, Christian workers should be paid by those they serve. Farmers and farm laborers have the right to the product of their work

Land Ownership

Buying and selling land
Lev. 25:10.  This year [every 49th year] will be set apart as holy, a time to proclaim release for all who live there. It will be a jubilee year for you, when each of you returns to the lands that belonged to your ancestors and rejoins your clan.  Ownership reverted to the original clan inheritors every 49 years (the Year of Jubilee).

Lev. 25:15-16. The price of land must be fair and based on the number of harvests remaining until the Year of Jubilee when the land returned to the original owner.

Lev. 25:23. And remember, the land must never be sold on a permanent basis because it really belongs to me.  You are only foreigners and tenants living with me.  See also Exod. 19:5.

Lev. 25:24-28. Land that was sold out of the original family could be redeemed (bought back) at any time.  In the Year of Jubilee, it must be returned to the original owners.

Lev. 27:19. An inheritance that was sold could be redeemed or bought back at any time for 20% more than its assessed value.

Lev. 27:17-21. Land could be dedicated to the Lord (i.e., to be used by the priests until the next Year of Jubilee).  In the Year of Jubilee, the land was to be returned to the original owner unless, at some time, the land was offered for sale and the original owner refused to redeem it.  In that case, the land became the permanent property of the priest's family.  This law, which allowed priests to sell gifts of land, was obviously intended to provide them with money from an otherwise useless gift.  However, it also appears to have been a loophole in the law that allowed permanent ownership to transfer to the Levites from the other tribes should an original owner not be able to redeem the land when it went up for sale.  Probably that was the reason for the corrections made in Neh. 5:5, 10-11 (see below).

Isa. 5:8. Destruction is certain for you who buy up property so others have no place to live.  Your homes are built on great estates so you can be alone in the land.  The NASB translation puts it this way:  Woe to those who add house to house and join field to field, Until there is no more room, So that you have to live alone in the midst of the land!  See also Mic. 2:1-3.

Neh. 5:5, 11.  The poor say, our fields and vineyards are already mortgaged to others.  Nehemiah then commands the creditors, You must restore their fields, vineyards, olive groves, and homes to them this very day. Repay the interest you charged on their money, grain, wine, and olive oil. 

Land assessment
Lev. 27:16-18, 22-25. These laws specify that the priests were the land assessors.  The standard of value was 50 shekels of silver for an area yielding 1 homer of barley grain (about 2.6 g of silver/liter of grain).  This value was then adjusted according to the time until the Year of Jubilee when all land reverted to the original owner.  If the owner gave the land to the Lord (i.e., to the priests) as an offering, it still returned to the original owner in the Year of Jubilee.  See also Ezek. 44:29.

Num. 13:20. [In appraising land, ask,] How is the soil?  Is it fertile or poor?  Are there many trees? …[B]ring back samples of the crops you see. …

Inheriting land
Num. 36:9. No inheritance may pass from one tribe to another; each tribe of Israel must hold on to its allotted inheritance of land.   See also Ruth 2:20, 4:4,6 and Jer. 32:7.  This establishes stewardship in the context of responsibility for particular property.  This was not a "commons" system with "public ownership."  Ownership passed by inheritance from generation to generation within a family for particular property.  Private and inherited property is the Biblical pattern for stewardship.

Num. 36:6-9. Ordinarily among the ancient Hebrews, the inheritance went to the male heirs with the firstborn son getting a double portion (Deut. 21:17).  But if daughters were the only heirs, they were required to marry within their tribe so that the inheritance would not pass to another tribe.  See also Joshua 17:6.

Stealing land
Exod. 20:15. Do not steal.  This is the eighth commandment.  See also Deut. 5:19 and Matt. 5:40.

Exod. 20:17. Do not covet…anything…your neighbor owns.  This is the tenth commandment:  See also Deut. 5:21 and Luke 12:15.

Deut. 19:14b. …[N]ever steal someone's land by moving the boundary markers your ancestors set up to mark their property.  See also Prov. 22:28, 23:10.

Deut. 27:17. A curse was upon anyone who stole land by moving the boundary markers.

Micah 2:2-3. [This is evil:] When you want a certain piece of land, you find a way to seize it. …No one's family or inheritance is safe with you around!  But this is what the LORD says: "I will reward your evil with evil; you won't be able to escape! After I am through with you, none of you will ever again walk proudly in the streets.  Land grabbing is a crime. 

1 Kings 21 is the story of how King Ahab stole land from Naboth and the serious consequences that followed.

Other Aspects of Farming Mentioned in the Bible

Water management and irrigation
Deut. 11:10. …the Land of Egypt…where you planted your seed and dug out irrigation ditches with your foot as in a vegetable garden.  This is the first mention of irrigation.

Ps. 107:33-35. He [God] changes rivers to deserts [as in the failure of the flood of the Nile], and springs of water into dry land.  He turns the fruitful land into salty wastelands [really the result of bad irrigation management], because of the wickedness of those who live there.  But he also turns deserts into pools of water, the dry land into flowing springs.  This is a spiritual interpretation of the consequences of poor management of irrigation, of land development, and possibly of climate change.  Salinization because of irrigation is said to be caused by wickedness.  Thus, poor stewardship is defined as wickedness.
Eccles. 2:6 records Solomon’s irrigation project:  I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees.

Isa. 35:7. The parched ground will become a pool, and springs of water will satisfy the thirsty land.  Marsh grass and reeds and rushes will flourish where desert jackals once lived.  Is this about irrigation from wells?  It certainly points to the problems of excessive water and the need for drainage in the last part.

Ezek. 34:18-19.  Is it not enough for you to keep the best of the pastures for yourselves? Must you also trample down the rest? Is it not enough for you to take the best water for yourselves? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? All that is left for my flock to eat is what you have trampled down. All they have to drink is water that you have fouled.  Water (and pasture) are to be managed so that quality is protected.

Nutrient management (soil fertility)
Gen. 13:10. Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley… .  [It was] like the garden of the LORD or the beautiful land of Egypt. …  This points to the natural fertility of the valleys and wetlands.

Ps. 83:10 refers to dead bodies that fertilize the soil.

Ps. 147:16 records that ashes were scattered across the fields, probably as a source of plant nutrients.

Isaiah 25:10b records that straw is trampled down in a dunghill (ESV).  This describes the composting of manure to make a fertilizer.  Luke 14:34-35 also refers to the manure pile, which would be for the purpose of composting (ESV). 

Jer. 9:22 refers to dung (manure) scattered across the fields.  The purpose would be adding fertility to the soil.  See also Jer. 16:4, 25:33, and 2 Kings 9:37.

Ezek. 17:5 mentions fertile ground where a plant will grow quickly.

Jer. 12:13a. My people have planted wheat but are harvesting thorns.  This describes what happens when soil fertility is lost.

Luke 13:8. [In a parable, Jesus related this:] "The gardener answered, 'Give it [the fig tree] one more chance.  Leave it another year, and I'll give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer."

Luke 14:35a.  Flavorless salt is good neither for the soil nor for fertilizer. It is thrown away.  Salt (NaCl, table salt) is no longer recommended as a fertilizer.  Most commercial fertilizers are salts, i.e., ionic associations of simple nutrients.  Clearly, the concept of fertilizer was known in Bible times.  It is also clear that it was known that salt damages soil because Abimelech salted the soil of his enemies in vengeance (Judges 9:45) and salty wastelands are regarded as a curse (Ps . 107:34).

Tillage and sowing
Gen. 2:15 (NASB) says that God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it.

Gen. 8:22 (ESV). While the earth remains, [there will be] seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, …  This is the first mention of sowing (seedtime) in the Bible though in Gen. 2:8 we are told that God planted a garden and in Gen. 9:20 that Noah planted a vineyard.

Exod. 34:21. … [O]n the Sabbath day you must rest, even during the seasons of plowing and harvest.  This is the first mention of plowing.

1 Kings 19:19. Elijah found Elisha plowing a field with twelve yoke (teams) of oxen.

Job 1:14. When disaster struck, Job's oxen were plowing.

Prov. 12:11 (NASB). He who tills his land will have plenty of bread,… .

Prov. 20:4. If you are too lazy to plow in the right season, you will have no food at the harvest.

Isa. 5:2 mentions clearing the land of stones.

Isa. 28:24. Does a farmer always plow and never sow? Is he forever cultivating the soil and never planting it?  These are rhetorical questions pointing to the place of tillage in the pattern of farming.

Jer. 4:3a. …Plow up the hard ground… .  This is an analogy of a spiritual need, but the natural example is hard ground that needs to be plowed.

Jer. 29:5.  … Plant gardens, and eat the food you produce.  Planting gardens implies the process of tillage to prepare the soil and to remove the weeds.

Matt. 13:4, Mark 4:3, and Luke 8:5 are about the farmer going out to sow, also mentioned above.

1 Cor. 9:10b. This passage refers to farm workers who plow the fields.

Weed management
Gen. 3:17b-19a (GW). The ground is cursed because of you.  Through hard work you will eat [food that comes] from it every day of your life.  The ground will grow thorns and thistles [weeds] for you, … . By the sweat of your brow, you will produce food to eat… .  Weeds are a result of the curse that came with the fall.  Weeds make farming hard work.

Job 31:38-40 (GW). [Job said,] "If my land has cried out against me, and its furrows have wept [i.e., if I have been a bad steward], …then let it grow thistles instead of wheat, and foul-smelling weeds instead of barley."  Indeed, lack of stewardship does increase weeds.
Prov. 24:30-31. I walked by the field of a lazy person, the vineyard of one lacking sense.  I saw that it was overgrown with thorns.  It was covered with weeds, and its walls were broken down.  Good farming includes weed control.  See also Prov. 28:19.

Isa. 5:6 refers to hoeing the ground for weed control.

Isa. 32:10b,13a. … [T]he harvest will never take place [because]… [y]our land will be overgrown with thorns and briers… .

Isa. 27:4b. If I find briers and thorns bothering her, I will burn them up.  See also Isa. 10:17 and 33:12.  Fire is an ancient means of weed control.

Jer. 4:3 implies that plowing was used to help control thorns (weeds).  See also Prov. 12:11 and 20:4.
Hos. 10:4b.  So perverted justice springs up among them [people who tell lies] like poisonous weeds in a farmer's field.
Matt. 13:7 refers to thorns that shot up and choked out the tender blades of a sown crop.  See also Mark 4:7 and Luke 8:7.

Matt. 13:24-30 is a parable about weeds (tares in NASB) in the wheat.

Matt. 13:38 says that weeds can be simply pulled from the ground.

Heb. 6:8. But if a field bears thistles and thorns, it is useless.  The farmer will condemn that field and burn it.

Pests and pest control
Gen. 30:40-43 is the first passage of the Bible that refers to selective breeding, which is an important method of pest control.  The Genesis verses apply to selection for animal vigor and appearance and not directly for pest control.  However, Ezekiel 17:5 refers to the seed of the land, which are the “landraces” selected for many desired qualities including pest resistance or tolerance.

Lev. 25:2-5.  The fallow period of the sabbatical cropping cycle would help control many pests.  

Deut. 28:22 mentions blight and mildew, diseases that attack crops.

Deut. 28:38-42 describes the pests that attack crops: locusts, worms, dropped fruit (possibly plant diseases), and swarms of insects.

2 Sam. 17:28 mentions the crops brought to David: wheat, barley, beans, and lentils plus butter and cheese.  A mixed cropping system including grains, legumes, and forages was being used.

Eccles. 11:6. Be sure to stay busy and plant a variety of crops, for you never know which will grow--perhaps they all will.  Mixed cropping or crop rotations are important pest control measures.

Isa. 5:10b says that in a crop epidemic, [t]en measures of seed will yield only one measure of grain.  What a clear description of serious plant disease or drought.

Isa. 10:17 mentions that fire can be used to control briers and thorns (weeds).  See also Isa. 27:4, 33:12, and Matt. 13:40.

Isa. 28:25. [Doesn't the farmer plant] dill, cummin, wheat, barley, and spelt, each in its own section of his land?  Again, this points to a crop rotation of several different crops each year, a practice that facilitates pest control.

Ezek. 17:5a (NLV). Then he took some of the seed of the land and planted it in good ground for growing.  Here is a reference to a “land race” of a crop, something locally adopted and selected for resistance to local stresses including pests.

Joel 1:17a (AMP). The seed grain rots and shrivels under the clods,… .  This is a clear reference to plant disease in the Bible (and it is lost in many translations).  Crop and possibly livestock disease are called pestilence or blight or mildew (1 Kings 8:37, ESV).  The same passage also mentions locust or caterpillar. See also 2 Chron. 6:28, Amos 4:9, and Hag. 2:17.

Harvesting and storage
Gen. 4:3 refers to Cain's harvest.  This is the first mention of harvesting in the Bible.

Gen. 26:12 says that Isaac's crops were tremendous! He harvested a hundred times more grain than he planted,… .  This is the first mention of the seed multiplication rate in the Bible.

Gen. 41:35 relates Joseph's advice to Pharaoh: to store up the surplus crops in the good years so that there will be food in the bad years.  This is the first mention of storage in the Bible.

Duet. 16:9. Grain ready to harvest was cut with a sickle.  See also Jer. 50:16, Mark 4:29.

Gen. 37:7.  The cut grain was gathered into sheaves.  See also Ruth 2:7, Ps. 126:6.

Isa. 28:27.  The grain was removed from the sheaves with a threshing sledge.  See also Job. 41:30 and Isa. 41:15.

Ruth 3:2.  The threshed grain was cleaned by winnowing.  See also Jer. 15:7, Matt. 3:12.

Amos 9:9.  Finally the grain was shaken through a sieve to remove any pebbles that might be in it.

Gen. 42:25.  The clean grain was stored in bags and in granaries (Ps. 144:13, Jer. 50:26, and Joel 1:17) or barns (Luke 12:18).

Prov. 6:6-8. Take a lesson from the ants, …they labor hard all summer, gathering food for the winter.  Good farming takes harvesting in season.  See also Prov. 10:5.

Isa. 28:27-28. [The farmer] doesn't thresh all his crops the same way.  A heavy sledge is never used on dill; rather, it is beaten with a light stick.  A threshing wheel is never rolled on cummin; instead, it is beaten softly with a flail.  Bread grain is easily crushed, so he doesn't keep on pounding it. He threshes it under the wheels of a cart, but he doesn't pulverize it.

Hag. 2:19 refers to seed for sowing being stored in the barn.

1 Cor. 9:10b refers to farm workers who thresh the grain.

Wisdom and knowledge for farming
Gen. 13:6 tells us the story of the first recorded ecological crisis: But the land could not support both Abram and Lot with all their flocks and herds living so close together.  There were too many animals for the available pastureland.  With the wisdom and care of a steward, Abram resolved the problem by separating the flocks and herds, thus spreading the livestock over more land (Gen. 13:8-9). Part of the wisdom and knowledge of being a steward of the land is to recognize a coming ecological crisis and to change management so that it is prevented.  In Gen. 36:7, Esau moved away from Jacob for the same reason.

Gen. 41:33. When faced with a coming ecological crisis that would destroy the food supply, Joseph advised Pharaoh, "My suggestion is that you find the wisest man in Egypt and put him in charge of a nationwide program. …”  Good stewardship and management takes great wisdom and understanding.

Deut. 6:7.  Repeat them [God’s commandments] again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away on a journey, when you are lying down and when you are getting up again.  Instruction or education is an essential part of the generational transfer of wisdom and knowledge about farming.  See also Deut. 4:10, 11:19, Ps. 34:11, and 78:5.

Job 15:18-19.  And it is confirmed by the experience of wise men who have heard the same thing from their fathers, those to whom the land was given long before any foreigners arrived.  Local wisdom for farming is passed from generation to generation.

Ps. 107:37. [The hungry] sow their fields, plant their vineyards, and harvest their bumper crops.  This shows the pattern of planting before harvesting.  It also shows that God blesses the hungry who can farm.  Recall Jesus words:  God blesses those who are hungry… (Matt. 5:6a).

Prov. 8:10-11.  Choose my instruction rather than silver, and knowledge over pure gold. For wisdom is far more valuable than rubies. Nothing you desire can be compared with it.  There is a strong biblical emphasis on education.

Prov. 9:10. Fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.  Knowledge of the Holy One results in understanding.  Here is the biblical basis for "wise use."  See also Ps. 111:10 and Prov. 1:7.

Prov. 19:27 urges one to seek instruction, which includes local wisdom on how to farm.  See also Prov. 23:12, 

Prov. 27:25-27. After the hay is harvested, the new crop appears, and the mountain grasses are gathered in, your sheep will provide wool for clothing, and your goats will be sold for the price of a field.  And you will have enough goats' milk for you, your family, and your servants.  Good farming has a cycle of activities that must be understood, but it is rewarding.

Isa. 28:26, 29. The farmer knows just what to do, for God has given him understanding. …The LORD Almighty is a wonderful teacher, and he gives the farmer great wisdom.  Good farming takes knowledge and revelation.

Rom. 2:14-15.  Even when Gentiles, who do not have God's written law, instinctively follow what the law says, they show that in their hearts they know right from wrong. They demonstrate that God's law is written within them, for their own consciences either accuse them or tell them they are doing what is right.  This applies in part to location-specific wisdom about how to farm.

1 Cor. 3:7.  The ones who do the planting or watering aren't important, but God is important because he is the one who makes the seed grow.  Wise farmers are humble.

1 Pet.2:17 urges respect for all people, which includes their local knowledge and wisdom about how to farm and care for the natural resources.  See also 1 Pet 3:16.

Essentials of Farming

Although the Bible is not a handbook on how to farm, it does provide a set of principles that are relevant to practical farming and to cultivating good relationships, particularly the three primary kinds of relationships of humans to God, humans to one another, and humans to the rest of God's creation.  Humans must have food to live.  There is spiritual food that comes from the relationship with God, there is social food that comes from the relationship with others, and there is physical food that comes from the relationship with the creation.  Each relationship is enriched by the others.  Relationships with other people and with the creation form metaphors that inform the relationship to God, and the relationship to God is meant to instruct the processes of the other two.  As my pastor said, "God is both a miracle worker and a farmer, and he is mostly a farmer, taking us through the process of change and growth to fruitfulness."  

With this view of biblical principles plus a systematic understanding of modern agriculture, it is possible to construct a list of the essential elements of farming.
FOOD, FARMING, AND ENVIRONMENTAL CARE IN THE QUR-ÁN
The Qur-án [Koran] addresses agriculture and environmental stewardship.  I have worked with three translations.  That of Rashad Khalifa (1981, 1997 [internet]) generally uses the most meaningful agricultural terminology and it is recorded below in complete verses (ava) in italics.  That of M.H. Shakir (1983 [internet] and 1999) is in standard font and included when it adds insight to meaning.  That of Abdullah Yusuf Ali (1934, 1946) is underlined. Comments from the translator are in unbolded parentheses ( ) or brackets [ ].  My inserted comments are in bolded brackets [ ].  My headings and comments are bolded.  In the passage numbers, the value before the period is for the Sura [chapter] and the value after the period is for the ava [verse].  The main topics are placed in order of occurrence in the Qur-án.
Environmental Stewardship

God is the Creator, Sustainer, and Cherisher of the universe, the Al Rabb. That term is used more than 25 times in the Qur-án and brings out God’s love for creation very clearly.
[1.2] Praise be to GOD, Lord of the universe.
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 

Praise be to God, The Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds.  [See also 6.164, 10.3, 6, 13.16, and 26.16.]

God made humans to be His representatives on earth, “vicegerents” or stewards.  Unlike the Bible, in the Qur-án, God taught Adam the name and nature of all things.
[2.30-31] Recall that your Lord said to the angels, "I am placing a representative (a temporary god) on Earth." They said, "Will You place therein one who will spread evil therein and shed blood, while we sing Your praises, glorify You, and uphold Your absolute authority?" He said, "I know what you do not know." He taught Adam all the names then presented them to the angels, saying, "Give me the names of these, if you are right."

Behold thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." …And He taught Adam the nature of all things;… .  [See also 6.165 and 38:26.] 

Everything belongs to God.

[4.131] To GOD belongs everything in the heavens and the earth, and we have enjoined on those who received the scripture before you, and enjoined on you, that you shall reverence GOD. If you disbelieve, then to GOD belongs everything in the heavens and the earth. GOD is in no need, Praiseworthy.  

And whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth is Allah’s… .  [See also 10.55 and 16.52.]

God has organized living things into communities.  Humans and other animals share in this.
[6.38] All the creatures on earth, and all the birds that fly with wings, are communities like you. We did not leave anything out of this book. To their Lord, all these creatures will be summoned. 

And there is no animal … but (they are) genera like yourselves.

God is the Creator of everything and is in control of everything.  This is repeated in many passages.  In some, like 12.101, God is Al Fatir, the Originator.
[6.102] Such is GOD your Lord, there is no god except He, the Creator of all things. You shall worship Him alone. He is in control of all things.

That is Allah…the Creator of all things, therefore serve Him, and He has charge of all things.
God wants humans to care for His “garden” and not to be wasteful of its resources.

[6.141] He is the One who established gardens, trellised and untrellised, and palm trees, and crops with different tastes, and olives, and pomegranate - fruits that are similar, yet dissimilar. Eat from their fruits, and give the due alms on the day of harvest, and do not waste anything. He does not love the wasters.

…do not act extravagantly; sure He does not love the extravagant.

…But waste not by excess: for God loveth not the wasters.  [See also 7.31 and 17.26.]

We are not to corrupt, pollute, or damage the earth.
[7.56]. Do not corrupt the earth after it has been set straight, and worship Him out of reverence, and out of hope. Surely, GOD's mercy is attainable by the righteous. 

…And do not make mischief in the earth after its reformation, … .

…Do no mischief on the earth after it hath been set in order, … .  [See also 11.116.]
The earth belongs to God and He chooses His stewards who inherit it.   It applies in every generation (see also 27.62 below) and implies that we should care for it so that it is a blessing to inherit.

[7.128] Moses said to his people, "Seek GOD's help, and steadfastly persevere.  The earth belongs to GOD, and He grants it to whomever He chooses from among His servants [stewards]. The ultimate victory belongs to the righteous."

…surely the land is Allah’s; He causes such of His servants to inherit it as He pleases, ….
…For the earth is the Lord's to give as a heritage to such of His servants as He pleaseth; … .  [See also 21.105 and 24.55.]

Nature, “The Book of Creation,” is part of God’s revelation to be pondered and respected, a metaphor for His “good word.”
[10.6] Surely, in the alternation of night and day, and what GOD created in the heavens and the earth, there are proofs for people who are righteous.  

Most surely…in what Allah has created in the heavens and the earth, there are signs for a people who guard (against evil).  [See also 14.24-25, 16.66-69 and 17.91.]

[14.24-25] Do you not see that GOD has cited the example of the good word as a good tree whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches are high in the sky?  It produces its crop every season, as designed by its Lord. GOD thus cites the examples for the people, that they may take heed.  

Have you not considered how Allah sets forth a parable of a good word (being) like a good tree, whose root is firm and whose branches are in heaven, Yielding its fruit in every season by the permission of its Lord? And Allah sets forth parables for men that they may be mindful.  [See also 10.6 above.]
God made creation to serve humanity, but He loves it (see 1.2 above), it is His (see 4.131 above), and we must answer to Him for our care of it (see 45.27 below), so He has not given a license to abuse creation.

[16.12-14] And He commits, in your service, the night and the day, as well as the sun and the moon. Also, the stars are committed by His command. These are (sufficient) proofs for people who understand. And (He created) for you on earth things of various colors. This is a (sufficient) proof for people who take heed. And He committed the sea to serve you; you eat from it tender meat, and extract jewelry which you wear. And you see the ships roaming it for your commercial benefits, as you seek His bounties, that you may be appreciative.

And He has made subservient for you… .   [See also 67.15 below.]
All non-human nature bows before God.

[22.18] Do you not realize that to GOD prostrates everyone in the heavens and the earth, and the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and the mountains, and the trees, and the animals, and many people? Many others among the people are committed to doom. Whomever GOD shames, none will honor him. Everything is in accordance with GOD's will.  [See also 55.6.]

The Qur-án retells the story of Noah’s ark and God’s concern for the animals.
[23.27] We then inspired him: "Make the watercraft under our watchful eyes, and in accordance with our inspiration. When our command comes, and the atmosphere boils up, put on it a pair of every kind (of your domesticated animals), and your family, except those condemned to be doomed. Do not speak to Me on behalf of those who transgressed; they will be drowned.  [But note the differences from the Bible in this version.]
God gives the earth as an inheritance to those who call upon Him.

[27.62] Who is the One who rescues those who become desperate and call upon Him, relieves adversity, and makes you inheritors of the earth? Is it another god with GOD? Rarely do you take heed.
…and He will make you successors [stewards] in the earth. … 

…[It is God who] makes you (mankind) inheritors of the earth… .  [See also 26.183 and 35.39.]

Humans cause pollution and there is punishment for polluting and corrupting the earth.

[30.41] Disasters have spread throughout the land and sea, because of what the people have committed. He thus lets them taste the consequences of some of their works, that they may return (to the right works).

Corruption [pollution] has appeared in the land and the sea on account of what the hands of men have wrought, that He may make them taste a part of that which they have done, so that they may return.  [See also 28.77 in the section on FEEDING THE POOR.]

God is in charge of evolution.

[35.1] Praise be to GOD, Initiator of the heavens and the earth, and appointer of the angels to be messengers with wings - two, three, and four (wings). He increases the creation as He wills. GOD is Omnipotent.

Praise be to God who created (out of nothing) the heavens and earth,… .  He adds to creation as He pleases for God has power over all things.  [See also 24.45 and 59.24.]
Creation declares God’s glory, so damaging creation by pollution, extinction, etc. reduces the glory given to God.

[59.24] He is the One GOD; the Creator, the Initiator, the Designer. To Him belong the most beautiful names. Glorifying Him is everything in the heavens and the earth. He is the Almighty, Most Wise.

…whatever is in the heavens and the earth declares His glory;… .  

The earth is made to serve humans so humans are to manage it (but see 16.12-14 above).  This is the “Dominion Mandate” of Islam. 

[67.15] He is the One who put the Earth at your service. Roam its corners, and eat from His provisions. To Him is the final summoning.  
It is He who made the earth smooth to you,… .  

It is He who has made the earth manageable for you,… .  

Crops and plants

The first reference to crops is also a picture of wealth and false security.

[2.266] Does any of you wish to own a garden of palm trees and grapes, with flowing streams and generous crops, then, just as he grows old, and while his children are still dependent on him, a holocaust strikes and burns up his
garden? GOD thus clarifies the revelations for you, that you may reflect. [See also 14.32, 17.91, 26.146-151, 27.60, 44.26, 57.20, and 78.14-16.]

Many references to crops emphasize that they are God’s gift and He makes them productive.

[6.99] He is the One who sends down from the sky water, whereby we produce all kinds of plants. We produce from the green material multitudes of complex grains, palm trees with hanging clusters, and gardens of grapes, olives and pomegranate; fruits that are similar, yet dissimilar. Note their fruits as they grow and ripen. These are signs for people who believe.

And He it is Who sends down water from the cloud, then We bring forth with it buds of all (plants), then We bring forth from it green (foliage) from which We produce grain piled up (in the ear); and of the palm-tree, of the sheaths of it, come forth clusters (of dates) within reach, and gardens of grapes and olives and pomegranates, alike and unlike; behold the fruit of it when it yields the fruit of the ripening of it; most surely there are signs in this for a people who believe.  [See also 20.53 and 78.14-16.]
God is a gardener.

[6.141] He is the One who established gardens, trellised and untrellised, and palm trees, and crops with different tastes, and olives, and pomegranate - fruits that are similar, yet dissimilar. Eat from their fruits, and give the due alms on the day of harvest*, and do not waste anything. He does not love the wasters.  (*On the day we receive income.) 
And He it is Who produces gardens… .  

Crops are one of God’s great metaphors or analogies.

[10.24] The analogy of this worldly life is like this: we send down water from the sky to produce with it all kinds of plants from the earth, and to provide food for the people and the animals. Then, just as the earth is perfectly adorned, and its people think that they are in control thereof, our judgment comes by night or by day, leaving it completely barren, as if nothing existed the previous day. We thus explain the revelations for people who reflect.  [See also 18.32-33 and 39.21.]

Sexual reproduction of plants is understood opening the way for plant breeding.

[13.3-4] He is the One who constructed the earth and placed on it mountains and rivers. And from the different kinds of fruits, He made them into pairs - males and females. The night overtakes the day. These are solid proofs for people who think. On earth, there are adjacent lots that produce orchards of grapes, crops, palm trees - dioecious and non-dioecious. Although they are irrigated with the same water, we prefer some of them over others in eating. These are solid proofs for people who understand.
Crops are food for humans and feed for livestock.

[16.10-11] He sends down from the sky water for your drink, and to grow trees for your benefit. With it, He grows for you crops, olives, date palms, grapes, and all kinds of fruits. This is (sufficient) proof for people who think.

He it is Who sends down water from the cloud for you; it give drink, and by it (grow) the trees upon which you pasture.  He causes to grow for you thereby herbage, and the olives, and the palm trees, and the grapes, and of all the fruits; most surely there is a sign in this for a people who reflect.

It is He who sends down rain from the sky: from it ye drink, and out of it (grows) the vegetation on which ye feed your cattle [livestock].  With it He produces for you corn, olives, date-palms, grapes, and every kind of fruit: Verily in this is a sign for those who give thought.  [See also 23.19-20, 32.27 and 50.9-11.]
Local crops such as the date palm are given special emphasis.  The date is mentioned about 20 times.

[19.25-26] If you shake the trunk of this palm tree, it will drop ripe dates for you. Eat and drink, and be happy. When you see anyone, say, `I have made a vow of silence; I am not talking today to anyone.'

[37.146] We had a tree of edible fruit grown for him.

And We caused to grow up for him a gourdplant.

[55.68] In them are fruits, date palms, and pomegranate.

[95.1] By the fig and the olive.

I swear by the fig and the olive,

Desirable crops are a part of God’s blessing.

[55.11-12] In it there are fruits, and date palms with their hanging fruit.  Also grains and the spices.
Therein is fruit and palms having sheathed clusters, And the grain with (its) husk and fragrance.

[56.27-32] [In heaven] Those of the right side, will be on the right side. In lush orchards. Fragrant fruits. Extended shade. Abundant water. Many fruits.

…Amid thornless lote-trees, And banana-trees (with fruits), one above another. And extended shade, And water flowing constantly, And abundant fruit, …  

…Among Talh [plantain or banana] trees with flowers (or fruits) piled one above another,… .  [Note that the banana is named in one translation.]

Sowing and Reaping
It is God who causes seed to germinate.

[6.95] GOD is the One who causes the grains and the seeds to crack and germinate. He produces the living from the dead, and the dead from the living. Such is GOD; how could you deviate!

Plant growth and development are described as pleasing farmers and as a spiritual metaphor.

[48.29] Muhammad - the messenger of GOD - and those with him are harsh and stern against the disbelievers, but kind and compassionate amongst themselves. You see them bowing and prostrating, as they seek GOD's blessings and approval. Their marks are on their faces, because of prostrating. This is the same example as in the Torah. Their example in the Gospel is like plants that grow taller and stronger, and please the farmers. He thus enrages the disbelievers. GOD promises those among them who believe, and lead a righteous life, forgiveness and a great recompense.

…like as seed-produce that puts forth its sprout, then strengthens it, so it becomes stout and stands firmly on its stem, delighting the sowers [farmers]… .

Grain is for harvesting.

[50.9] And we sent from the sky blessed water, to grow with it gardens and grains to be harvested [or reaped].  [See also 6.141 in the section about “Environmental Stewardship.”]
Humans sow and reap but God causes the increase.

[56.63-65] Have you noted the crops you reap? Did you grow them, or did we? If we will, we can turn it into hay. Then you will lament:

Have you considered what you sow?  Is it you that cause it to grow, or are We the causers of growth?...

See ye the seed that ye sow in the ground?  Is it ye that cause it to grow, or are We the Cause?...

Soil
Plowing and irrigation are mentioned.

[2.71] He said, "He says that she is a heifer that was never humiliated in plowing the land or watering [irrigating] the crops; free from any blemish." They said, "Now you have brought the truth." They finally sacrificed her, after this lengthy reluctance.

…to till the soil or water the fields,,,

Destroying the soil is a great evil.

[2.204-205] Among the people, one may impress you with his utterances concerning this life, and may even call upon GOD to witness his innermost thoughts, while he is a most ardent opponent. As soon as he leaves, he roams the earth corruptingly, destroying properties and lives. GOD does not love corruption.

And among men … he is the most violent of adversaries…[who] runs along in the land that he may cause mischief in it and destroy the tilth [soil] and the stock, and Allah does not love mischief-making.  

Soil erosion and good soil are described.

[2.264-265] O you who believe, do not nullify your charities by inflicting reproach and insult, like one who spends his money to show off, while disbelieving in GOD and the Last Day. His example is like a rock covered with a thin layer of soil; as soon as heavy rain falls, it washes off the soil, leaving it a useless rock. They gain nothing from their efforts. GOD does not guide disbelieving people. The example of those who give their money seeking GOD's pleasure, out of sincere conviction, is that of a garden on high fertile soil; when heavy rain falls, it gives twice as much crop. If heavy rain is not available, a drizzle will suffice. GOD is Seer of everything you do.

…so his parable is as the parable of a smooth rock with earth upon it, then a heavy rain falls upon it, so it leaves it bare;…[and in another,] their souls is as the parable of a garden on an elevated ground, upon which heavy rain falls so it brings forth its fruit twofold but if heavy rain does not fall upon it, then light rain (is sufficient);… 

Good land is described.

[7.58] The good land readily produces its plants by the leave of its Lord, while the bad land barely produces anything useful. We thus explain the revelations for people who are appreciative.

And as for the good land, its vegetation springs forth (abundantly) by the permission of the Lord, and (as for) that which is inferior (its herbage) comes forth but scantily;… .

Soil, or “the earth,” is the basis of agricultural wealth.

[10.24] The analogy of this worldly life is like this: we send down water from the sky to produce with it all kinds of plants from the earth, and to provide food for the people and the animals. Then, just as the earth is perfectly adorned, and its people think that they are in control thereof, our judgment comes by night or by day, leaving it completely barren, as if nothing existed the previous day. We thus explain the revelations for people who reflect.  [See also 6.136 and 39.21.]
Disobedience results in barren land.

[68.17-20] We have tested them like we tested the owners of the garden who swore that they will harvest it in the morning. They were so absolutely sure. A passing (storm) from your Lord passed by it while they were asleep. By morning, it was barren.
Surely We will try them [who] were not willing to set aside a portion (for the poor). …So it [their land] became as black, barren land.

Rain (or irrigation) is necessary for the soil to grow crops.

[80.24-32] Let the human consider his food! We pour the water generously. Then we split the soil open. We grow in it grains. Grapes and pasture. Olives and palms. A variety of orchards. A variety of orchards. To provide life support for you and your animals.

Note that there is no passage about soil fertilization.

Water
Irrigation is mentioned in 2.71 in the section about SOIL.

Floods and water pollution are mentioned.

[13.17] He sends down water from the sky, causing the valleys to overflow, then the rapids produce abundant foam. Similarly, when they use fire to refine metals for their jewelry or equipment, foam is produced. GOD thus cites analogies for the truth and falsehood. As for the foam, it goes to waste, while that which benefits the people stays close to the ground. GOD thus cites the analogies.
The water cycle purifies water.

[15.22] And we send the winds as pollinators, and cause water to come down from the sky for you to drink. Otherwise, you could not keep it palatable.

Water is the basis of all life.

[21.30] Do the unbelievers not realize that the heaven and the earth used to be one solid mass that we exploded into existence? And from water we made all living things. Would they believe?  [See also 24.45.]

Water is to be shared fairly including the animals.

[54.28] Inform them that the water shall be divided among them; (the camel) shall be allowed to drink on her designated day.

We should not take water for granted.

[56.68] Have you noted the water you drink?
Livestock and Other Animals
Material things, including “trained horses,” are not the goal of life.

[3.14] Adorned for the people are the worldly pleasures, such as the women, having children, piles upon piles of gold and silver, trained horses, livestock, and crops. These are the materials of this world. A far better abode is reserved at GOD. 

The love of … well bred horses and cattle and tilth [fields], is made to seem fair to men; this is the provision of the life of this world; and Allah is He with Whom is the good goal (of life).  

Livestock are a blessing meeting many human needs.

[6.142-144] Some livestock supply you with transportation, as well as bedding materials. Eat from GOD's provisions to you, and do not follow the steps of Satan; he is your most ardent enemy. Eight kinds of livestock: regarding the two kinds of sheep, and the two kinds of goats, say, "Is it the two males that He prohibited, or the two females, or the contents of the wombs of the two females? Tell me what you know, if you are truthful." Regarding the two kinds of camels, and the two kinds of cattle, say, "Is it the two males that He prohibited, or the two females, or the contents of the wombs of the two females? Were you witnesses when GOD decreed such prohibitions for you? Who is more evil than those who invent such lies and attribute them to GOD? They thus mislead the people without knowledge. GOD does not guide such evil people." 
[16.5-8] And He created the livestock for you, to provide you with warmth, and many other benefits, as well as food. They also provide you with luxury during your leisure, and when you travel. And they carry your loads to lands that you could not reach without a great hardship. Surely, your Lord is Compassionate, Most Merciful. And (He created) the horses, the mules, and the donkeys for you to ride, and for luxury. Additionally, He creates what you do not know.  [See 3.14 above and also 16.80, 36.71-73, and 40.79.]
The bee is counted among the important animals.

[16.68-69] And your Lord inspired the bee: build homes in mountains and trees, and in (the hives) they build for you. Then eat from all the fruits, following the design of your Lord, precisely. From their bellies comes a drink of different colors, wherein there is healing for the people. This should be (sufficient) proof for people who reflect.

Livestock are to receive good care; practicing animal welfare is a sign of human intelligence.

[20.54] Eat and raise your livestock. These are sufficient proofs for those who possess intelligence.

[26.155-156] He said; This is a she-camel; she shall have her portion of water, and you have your portion of water on an appointed time; And do not touch her with evil, lest the punishment of a grievous day should overtake you.  [Though this is about obedience, it also teaches animal welfare. See also 54.27-28.]

Birds glorify God.  Birds are mentioned about 15 times in the Qur-án.
[21.79] We granted Solomon the correct understanding, though we endowed both of them with wisdom and knowledge. We committed the mountains to serve David in glorifying (God), as well as the birds. This is what we did.

Animal sacrifices or offerings are sanctioned.

[22.36] The animal offerings are among the rites decreed by GOD for your own good. You shall mention GOD's name on them while they are standing in line. Once they are offered for sacrifice, you shall eat therefrom and feed the poor and the needy. This is why we subdued them for you, that you may show your appreciation. 

The sacrificial camels we have made for you as among the symbols from Allah: in them is (much) good for you: then pronounce the name of Allah over them as they line up (for sacrifice): when they are down on their sides (after slaughter), eat ye thereof, and feed such as (beg not but) live in contentment, and such as beg with due humility: thus have We made animals subject to you, that ye may be grateful.  [See also 2.67-71 and 6.136.]

Humans are the masters of their livestock and thus should give them good care.  See also 20.54 above.

[36.71-73] Have they not seen that we created for them, with our own hands, livestock that they own? And we subdued them for them; some they ride, and some they eat. They derive other benefits from them, as well as drinks. Would they not be appreciative?
Do they not see that We have created cattle for them,…so they are their masters?  

God is the ultimate Supplier for livestock feed.

[87.3-5] He designs and guides. He produces the pasture. Then turns it into light hay.

Important livestock are mentioned numerous times: cattle are mentioned in about 25 passages, camels are mentioned in about 15 passages, and horses are mentioned about 10 times. 

Agricultural Problems: floods, drought, plagues, weeds, and pests

Agricultural disasters.

[7.130] We then afflicted Pharaoh's people with drought, and shortage of crops, that they may take heed.
[7.133-134] Consequently, we sent upon them the flood, the locusts, the lice, the frogs, and the blood - profound signs. But they maintained their arrogance. They were evil people. Whenever a plague afflicted them, they said, "O Moses, implore your Lord - you are close to Him. If you relieve this plague, we will believe with you, and will send the Children of Israel with you."  [Floods are also mentioned in 13.17 in the section on WATER.] 

Weeds.

[34.16] They turned away and, consequently, we poured upon them a disastrous flood, and we substituted their two gardens into two gardens of bad tasting fruits, thorny plants, and a skimpy harvest. [See also 88.6-7 where thorns or weeds are mentioned as part of Hell.]

Energy
The Qur-án recognizes various sources of energy for doing work: precipitation, food, ships on the sea (wind power), rivers (hydropower), sun (solar power), moon (tidal power), and the cycle of day and night.

[14.32-33] GOD is the One who created the heavens and the earth, and He sends down from the sky water to produce all kinds of fruit for your sustenance. He has committed the ships to serve you on the sea in accordance with His command. He has committed the rivers as well to serve you. He has committed the sun and the moon in your service, continuously. He has committed the night and the day to serve you.
Food
Vegetables are mentioned as part of the diet.

[2.60-61] Recall that Moses sought water for his people. We said, "Strike the rock with your staff." Whereupon, twelve springs gushed out therefrom. The members of each tribe knew their own water. Eat and drink from GOD's provisions, and do not roam the earth corruptingly [polluting]. Recall that you said, "O Moses, we can no longer tolerate one kind of food. Call upon your Lord to produce for us such earthly crops as [the vegetables] beans, cucumbers, garlic, lentils, and onions." He said, "Do you wish to substitute that which is inferior for that which is good? Go down to Egypt, where you can find what you asked for." They have incurred condemnation, humiliation, and disgrace, and brought upon themselves wrath from GOD. This is because they rejected GOD's revelations, and killed the prophets unjustly. This is because they disobeyed and transgressed.

Intoxicating drinks are not to be consumed.

[2.219] They ask you about intoxicants and gambling: say, "In them there is a gross sin, and some benefits for the people. But their sinfulness far outweighs their benefit." They also ask you what to give to charity: say, "The excess." GOD thus clarifies the revelations for you, that you may reflect, …   [See also 5.90-91.]
Do not overeat for it is a waste.

[5.87-88] O you who believe, do not prohibit good things that are made lawful by GOD, and do not aggress [do not overeat]; GOD dislikes the aggressors. And eat from the good and lawful things that GOD has provided for you. You shall reverence GOD, in whom you are believers.

…do not exceed the limits; surely Allah does not love those who exceed the limits.  And eat of the lawful and good (things) that Allah has given you,… .  

[7.31] O children of Adam, you shall be clean and dress nicely when you go to the masjid. And eat and drink moderately; Surely, He does not love the gluttons.
O children of Adam! … eat and drink and be not extravagant; surely He does not love the extravagant [wasteful].

…But waste not by excess, For God loveth not the wasters.

Islamic dietary rules are described.
[6.145] Say, "I do not find in the revelations given to me any food that is prohibited for any eater except: (1) carrion, (2) running blood, (3) the meat of pigs, for it is contaminated, and (4) the meat of animals blasphemously dedicated to other than GOD." If one is forced (to eat these), without being deliberate or malicious, then your Lord is Forgiver, Most Merciful.  [For more on dietary laws, see 20.81.]
The oceans are one of our sources of food.

[16.14] And He committed the sea to serve you; you eat from it tender meat, and extract jewelry which you wear. And you see the ships roaming it for your commercial benefits, as you seek His bounties, that you may be appreciative.  [See also 35.12.]

We are to think about our food and be to be thankful for it. 

[16.66-69] And in the livestock there is a lesson for you: we provide you with a drink from their bellies. From the midst of digested food and blood, you get pure milk, delicious for the drinkers. And from the fruits of date palms and grapes you produce intoxicants, as well as good provisions. This should be (sufficient) proof for people who understand. And your Lord inspired the bee: build homes in mountains and trees, and in (the hives) they build for you. Then eat from all the fruits, following the design of your Lord, precisely. From their bellies comes a drink of different colors, wherein there is healing for the people. This should be (sufficient) proof for people who reflect.

[26.79-80] [God is] The One who feeds me and waters me.  And when I get sick, He heals me.

[36.33-35] One sign for them is the dead land: we revive it and produce from it grains for their food. We grow in it gardens of date palms, and grapes, and we cause springs to gush out therein. This is to provide them with fruits, and to let them manufacture with their own hands whatever they need. Would they be thankful?  [See also 80.24-32.]

Good food is an attribute of paradise.

[47.15] The allegory of Paradise that is promised for the righteous is this: it has rivers of unpolluted water, and rivers of fresh milk, and rivers of wine - delicious for the drinkers - and rivers of strained honey. They have all kinds of fruits therein, and forgiveness from their Lord. (Are they better) or those who abide forever in the hellfire, and drink hellish water that tears up their intestines?
Feeding the Poor
Islam emphasizes giving of alms.

[2.274] Those who give to charity night and day, secretly and publicly, receive their recompense from their Lord; they will have nothing to fear, nor will they grieve.
(As for) those who spend their property [in charity and alms] by night and by day, secretly and openly, they shall have their reward from their Lord and they shall have no fear, nor shall they grieve.

[2.267] O you who believe, you shall give to charity from the good things you earn, and from what we have produced for you from the earth. Do not pick out the bad therein to give away, when you yourselves do not accept it unless your eyes are closed. You should know that GOD is Rich, Praiseworthy.

[6.141] He is the One who established gardens, trellised and untrellised, and palm trees, and crops with different tastes, and olives, and pomegranate - fruits that are similar, yet dissimilar. Eat from their fruits, and give the due alms on the day of harvest* [pay on time], and do not waste anything. He does not love the wasters.  (*On the day we receive income.) 

…but render The dues that are proper On the day that the harvest Is gathered. …
[28.77] "Use the provisions bestowed upon you by GOD to seek the abode of the Hereafter, without neglecting your share in this world. Be charitable, as GOD has been charitable towards you. Do not keep on corrupting the earth. GOD does not love the corruptors."

Islam emphasizes feeding the poor and needy.
[17.26] You shall give the due alms to the relatives, the needy, the poor, and the traveling alien, but do not be excessive, extravagant.

…do not squander wastefully.
And render to the kindred Their due right, as (also) To those in want, And to the wayfarer: But squander not (your wealth) In the manner of a spendthrift,…

[22.28] They may seek commercial benefits, and they shall commemorate GOD's name during the specified days for providing them with livestock. "Eat therefrom and feed the despondent and the poor."
…That they may … feed the distressed one, the needy.  [See also 69.33-34.]

[90.11-16] He should choose the difficult path. Which one is the difficult path? The freeing of slaves. Feeding, during the time of hardship. Orphans who are related. Or the poor who is in need.  [See also 74.44, 89.18, and 107.3.]

Doing Business
Do not follow illegal business practices.

[2.188] You shall not take each others' money illicitly, nor shall you bribe the officials to deprive others of some of their rights illicitly, while you know.

Usury is defined and forbidden.

[2.275-276] Those who charge usury are in the same position as those controlled by the devil's influence. This is because they claim that usury is the same as commerce. However, GOD permits commerce, and prohibits usury. Thus, whoever heeds this commandment from his Lord, and refrains from usury, he may keep his past earnings, and his judgment rests with GOD. As for those who persist in usury, they incur Hell, wherein they abide forever. GOD condemns usury, and blesses charities. GOD dislikes every disbeliever, guilty.

[3.130] O you who believe, you shall not take usury, compounded over and over. Observe GOD, that you may succeed.

O ye who believe! Devour not Usury, Doubled and multiplied; But fear God; that Ye may (really) prosper.  [See also 4.161.]

If someone cannot repay a debt, give them more time or excuse the debt.

[2.280] If the debtor is unable to pay, wait for a better time. If you give up the loan as a charity, it would be better for you, if you only knew.
All parties must be in agreement in transferring property or doing business transactions.

[4.29] O you who believe, do not consume each others' properties illicitly - only mutually acceptable transactions are permitted. You shall not kill yourselves. GOD is Merciful towards you.

Practice justice and fair treatment even at personal cost, especially to the poor and the orphan.  
[4.135] O you who believe, you shall be absolutely equitable, and observe GOD, when you serve as witnesses, even against yourselves, or your parents, or your relatives. Whether the accused is rich or poor, GOD takes care of both. Therefore, do not be biased by your personal wishes. If you deviate or disregard (this commandment), then GOD is fully Cognizant of everything you do.  
[6.152] You shall not touch the orphans' money except in the most righteous manner, until they reach maturity. You shall give full weight and full measure when you trade, equitably. We do not burden any soul beyond its means. You shall be absolutely just when you bear witness, even against your relatives. You shall fulfill your covenant with GOD. These are His commandments to you, that you may take heed.  [See also 5.8.]
Use of fair weights and measures.
[11.85] O my people, you shall give full measure and full weight, equitably. Do not cheat the people out of their rights, and do not roam the earth corruptingly. [See also 17.35, 26.181-182, 55.7-9, and 83.1-3.]

The unjust deny employment and gleaning to the poor

[68.21-25] They called on each other in the morning. "Let us harvest the crop." On their way, they confided to each other. That from then on, none of them would be poor. They were so absolutely sure of their harvest.

As the morning broke, they called out, one to another,- "Go ye to your tilth (betimes) in the morning, if ye would gather the fruits." So they departed, conversing in secret low tones, (saying)- "Let not a single indigent person break in upon you into the (garden) this day."  [Note that only the second translation points to the poor worker.  See also 6.141 in the section about FEEDING THE POOR.]
Conclusion
The Qur-án has a very strong and clear environmental ethic and repeatedly emphasizes the “Book of Creation” as a revelation of God’s nature.  It differs from the Bible by more clearly implying evolution.  It says less about agriculture than the Bible, but makes strong use of agricultural and environmental metaphor and lays down many general aspects of the agricultural system of the Arab world at the time of its writing.  It very clearly calls readers to meditate upon the significance of crops, water, food, and livestock.
[56.63] Have you considered what you sow?  
[56.68]  Have you noted the water you drink?

[80.24]  Let the human consider his food!

[88.17]  Why do they not reflect on the camels and how they are created?
*******
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The author is grateful to The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Cornell University for approving his sabbatical leave to study the ethical and religious aspects of agricultural sustainability.  The bulk of this material was compiled at that time. He also appreciates the assistance of his wife, Mae Ellen, and his graduate student and friend, Christian Peters, both of whom proofread parts of this manuscript.  Finally, he is very thankful for the help of Linda Marco and Leslie Stow who double-checked the accuracy of the scriptural citations for him.  The number of citations in this work made for tedious cross-checking and abundant opportunities for error.  With gratitude for the help given, the author takes full responsibility for any errors that may still be present.
AN OVERVIEW OF THE BIBLE

The Bible consists of 66 different books written by 40 authors over a period of about 1500 years.  It is divided into the Old Testament, sacred to Jews and Christians, and the New Testament, sacred to Christians.  Most of the Bible was originally written in either ancient Hebrew or Greek, and it has been translated into many modern languages.  Its books range in style from poetry to prose and in content from history to love songs.  Among other things, it is a collection of ancient wisdom with modern applications.  The books are divided into chapters and the chapters into verses.  There are 31,102 verses in the whole Bible.  The following is a list of the books of the Bible in the order in which they occur followed by the standard abbreviation for each book.  Some denominations and sects add other books to their list of sacred writings.
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The New Testament

Matthew

Matt.
Mark
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Luke
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John


John
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Romans

Rom.

1 Corinthians

1 Cor.

2 Corinthians

2 Cor.

Galatians

Gal.
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Phil.

Colossians

Col.
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1 Timothy
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James
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1 John
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3 John
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Jude
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Rev.

STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR THE BIBLE

The following is an alphabetical list of the standard abbreviations for the books of the Bible.  Verses of the Bible are cited by giving the book (usually abbreviated), the chapter, and the verse.  The chapter and verse are separated by a colon ( : ).  Thus, Gen. 1:1 refers to the first chapter and first verse of the book of Genesis.  The citation of Ps. 91:11-13 refers to the book of Psalms, chapter 91 and verses 11 through 13.  
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Bible Translations Code
AMP

Amplified Bible

ESV

English Standard Version
GW

God’s Word Translation

KJV

King James Version

NASB

New American Standard



   Bible (updated)

NLT

New Living Translation
NLV

New Life Version
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