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CH IN A.
A  m o s t  interesting account has been furnished by Mr. W ylie, the 

Society’s Agent in China, o f a lengthened tour which he made through 
the province o f  Sze-Chuen, following the course o f  the rivers Yang-tze 
and Han, to Ching-too, the prefectural city o f that district. He was 
absent during a period o f  five months, and distributed a large number 
of books. The knowledge which he acquired o f the country cannot fail 
to be o f  considerable service on any future occasion. He writes—

*’ As I am now on my return from one of the longest, and, in some 
respects, the most interesting Missionary journeys that has been made in 
China in modem times, and expect to reach Shanghae within a fortnight, 
1 set myself to resume my correspondence, which has necessarily been inter
rupted during the past five months.

“ Having previously concerted a Bible tour with the Rev. G. John, of 
Hankow, to the capital of the Sze-chuen province, I left Shanghae by steam on 
March 27th, and reached Hankow on the 31st. I  should have liked to have 
heen a month earlier, on account of the summer heat, but deemed it important 
Jo wait till I  could get a supply of Mandarin New Testaments up from 
Hong-kong: and I was off the day after their arrival. The province of 
Sze-chuen had not hitherto been visited for Bible or Missionary work by any 
“ rotestant Missionary, if we except Mr. Bagley. His journey was an enter
prise almost unparalleled in recent times, and only those who know the place 
and the circumstances can appreciate the sufferings he must have endured. I 
was highly favoured in having for a companion Mr. John, who speaks the 
Mandarin language perfectly, is a zealous Missionary, and gave himself heart 
and hand to the distribution of the Scriptures during the whole journey. 
We took with us two native Colporteurs, Tse Yun-ming and Tang Hung- 
kwan, and twenty-three large cases of Scriptures, all of which we have dis
tributed except about seventy or eighty copies of the New Testament in 
English binding and English paper. Having engaged a boat to take us to 
^-chang-foo, on the Yang-tsze, we left Hankow on April 3rd, the party con
sisting of the four already named, and our two servants. Having, on a 
Previous occasion, been as far as the city of Kea-yu, and visited the large 
town of Sin-te, ascending the river, as far as the Tung-ting lake, we made 
. is our real starting-point. We now entered on new ground, an exceedingly 
ortuous part of the river, not likely to be much visited, on account of its 

uninteresting character, being through a large mud flat. There are, how- 
®V er> a number of populous villages, and one district city, Shih-show, before 
Caching Sha-sze, and we made sales to the amount of 155 New Testaments 
and 1908 Parts.

The navigation of the river now assumes a totally different character. We 
are within a few hours’ distance of the first gorge, and the heavy kind of boat 
We have occupied hitherto can proceed no further. The boats for the upper 
waters are of two kinds; one of a strong bulky build, for carrying cargoes, with 
a semi circular mat covering. The other is of a more light and flimsy character,
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for passengers, with a square-built housing on deck, divided into several 
compartments or chambers, roomy and airy. W e were fortunate enough to 
engage one of the latter to Ching-too at a moderate rate. In view of the 
approaching summer heat, we did not consider it would be prudent or safe 
to commit ourselves to the mat covering. A  great mountain chain here seems 
to form a natural barrier between the eastern and western provinces, and the 
series of gorges and rapids by which the latter are approached renders the 
passage geographically difficult, hazardous and expensive. From the frequent 
reports we heard of accidents, some of which we witnessed, such as loss of 
men and cargo from wrecks, we have reason to look upon our own voyage as 
a specially favoured one, and are constrained to trace the hand of Providence 
in guiding us safely through all the dangers of the way. Every step of the 
way is now sheer hard work, the wind sometimes serving as an auxiliary. 
Without a favourable wind, indeed, all the efforts of the men would not take 
them through some of the gorges, where there is a great rush of water, confined 
between perpendicular precipices on both sides. The scenery is grand in the 
extreme. Instead of six or eight men, as in the former boat, our crew is now 
increased to sixteen, a dozen of whom are trackers, engaged in dragging the 
boat along by a bamboo line; but in ascending the rapids the number has occa
sionally to be increased to forty or fifty. Men are always in attendance for this 
service. They are a strange set of beings. Scant indeed are the nether garments 
of those who are most generously clad, bnt some of them go absolutely naked. 
When the towing-path at times comes to a terminus, or is swamped by the 
rising waters, these plunge into the stream like water dogs, carrying the line 
from one point to another, till the whole team are again yoked to the work. 
Nothing seems to be an obstacle to their progress, high up on the most pre
cipitous rocks, or wading up to the middle in water. At one time you may 
trace them on some almost inaccessible ledge, and, before you have time to 
wonder how they will ever make their escape from such a position, the fore
most of the party are seen rounding some peak, or emerging from a crevice 
further on. After passing through a gorge of thirty miles length, we ar
rived in the afternoon of the 13th at the district city of Woo-shan, the first 
city of the Sze-chuen province. Much as I had heard about the difference 
between the inhabitants of that and other provinces, I  was not prepared to 
find it so striking in one respect. In most things they have the invariable 
characteristics of the Chinese wherever they are fou n d ; but their utter 
indifference and want of curiosity at seeing a European in his own proper 
costume walking their streets was something new to me altogether. Almost 
everywhere that I  had been hitherto, I  was sure to be mobbed, even in small 
towns and villages ; but here we walked through the city perfectly at our 
ease, in some places the people scarcely caring to look up from their work, 
and at most we were only followed by a few stragglers. Our sales were 
sm all; but we had excellent congregations, and the people listened with 
great attention to Mr. John’s discourses.

“  After passing through the Wind-box gorge, one of the most picturesque on 
the river, we emerged, on the morning of the 15th, at the prefectural city of 
Kwei-chow. According to custom, we sent our cards, and an English-bound 
New Testament, to both the Prefect and Mayor of the city. The latter i ‘e- 
ceived them, and returned his cards ; but the former refused them. Mr. 
John then sent them to Paou Chaou, a military officer, who has been engaged 
seventeen years against the rebels, amassed a princely fortune, and been 
loaded with imperial favours. He has now retired from public life, and 
is building a magnificent palace in this his ancestral home. He was de
lighted to receive the New Testament, and sent one of his Secretaries to 
invite us to his house. We found a mansion of no ordinary kind, filled 
with every variety of the richest luxuries, and most expensive rarities, 
animal, mineral and vegetable. As he was an invalid at the time, he would 
have us to go and see him in bed, and entered into a familiar conversation,
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during which Mr. John took the opportunity of explaining to him the 
principles of the Christian religion. He sent two of his friends to return 
our visit iu the evening ; and next morning, just as we were starting, he 
came down to the boat himself, urging us to remain another day. Our 
bme, however, was too precious to linger. Up to this point, a boat, with 
four young Roman Catholic French priests, had accompanied us, our re
spective skippers having agreed to help each other through the rapids ; 
but these young gentlemen stedfastly set their faces against having any
thing to say to us. The next day they moved on, and as it was Sunday we 
remained, aud saw no more of them. We heard of a number of boats being 
severely damaged coming through the gorges, although we had made the 
passage comparatively unhurt.

“  On the morning of the 21st we arrived at the district city of Wan, which 
presents much more the appearance of commercial activity than the cities we 
had passed, and here we had a very fair sale of books. When we arrived at 
the city, a large cortege of boats was there, bringing down the corpse of Lo, 
the Governor-General of Sze-chuen, to his ancestral place in H oo-nan; and 
the funeral pyrotechnics which were being displayed gave an animated appear
ance to the place. While we were there the French expedition to Cochin- 
China came down, having been two years on the way. They staid a very 
short time, just to purchase provisions, and I regret we did not know who 
they were till they had left.”

“  On the evening of the 23rd we arrived at the large village of Ki-paou- 
°hae, with its remarkable rock and pagoda-like temples. Here we sold 
books, and remained the following day, being Sunday. As it was market- 
day, the concourse of people was very great, and Mr. John had excellent 
opportunities of addressing them.

“  In the forenoon of the 26th we stopped at the departmental city of 
Chung. This place is not large, but has a brisk retail trade, and there are 
evidently a good many literary men connected with it. W e had a very fair 
sale of books.

“  Early on the 28th we got to the district city of Fung-too. Just behind 
the city is a very pretty wooded hill, on the top of which is a range of 
Taouist temples of great renown. There is also the most celebrated shrine 
lu the empire of Yen-lo-wang, the king of Hades.

“  Towards mid-day on the 30th we arrived at the departmental city of 
■ ôo, a place of great commercial importance, and had a good sale during 
the day.

“  About mid-day on June 2nd, we got to the district city of Chang-show, 
but were on the opposite side of the river, and as there was a formidable 
rapid between, our skipper would not cross over.

“  On the morning of the 5th we were on the move before daylight, and as 
soon as we could distinguish any thing, the great prefectural city of Chung
king was in sight, with the Pinnacle Pagoda in the distance. The tributary 
river, Ho-chow-ho, divides it into two cities, That on the north side is 
natned Le-ming. W e anchored opposite this, aud soon paid it a visit. 
Ihe people were very quiet, but our sales were rather discouraging ; and 
in the evening we moved up opposite one of the busiest gates of Chung-kiug. 
A  hundred floating lamps were being set adrift on the river, in consequence 
°f a man having been drowned a day or two before while bathing, Two 
respectable Roman Catholics called on us, and had a long conversation on 
their religion and ours. One of them bought an Old Testament, having 
Previously purchased a New Testament. We had a good deal of intercourse 
With the Roman Catholics here, and sold a considerable number of Old and 
■New Testaments among them. We remained till the 9tli, and traversed the 
streets in every direction, selling books every day except Sunday. W e had 
Very good success, although a shyness of a twofold character was very gene- 
rally prevalent regarding us. The Roman Catholics in the city are said to
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number 10,000, and there is an instinctive feeling in that class against our 
books ; so that, as a rule, they refuse them at once. On the other hand, the 
Chinese at large are very suspicious regarding everything Roman-Catholic, 
and when it is whispered that we are circulating the books of that sect, it is 
an almost insuperable barrier to an extensive circulation.

“  Towards mid-day on the 12th, we got to the district city of Keang-tsin, 
where we met with tolerable success. It is a busy place, has two good 
streets, and seems thriving.

“ Early in the forenoon of the 18th we arrived at the district city of Ho- 
keang, where we remained three or four hours, selling books.

“  On the evening of the 20th we got to the departmental city of Loo, and 
immediately sent our cards to the Mandarin, with a New Testament. He 
returned his, and said he had been informed of our coming several weeks 
before, by a despatch from the Governor of Hoo-pih. He sent to offer us 
watchmen to protect our boat at night, but they were quite unnecessary. 
Next day being Sunday, we commenced our sale on Monday, receiving much 
encouragement, and continued the work on the following day. W e were 
then ready to start, but the 24th being the day of the Dragon boat festival 
our men would not move, this being a general holiday throughout Sze-chuen. 
The competitors have been busy practising with the boats every afternoon 
for weeks past. The day was too hot to walk about much; but I  was out 
a little in the morning, and found the place very quiet, almost like a Sun
day, with parties gathered here and there, in anticipation of the coming 
fete. About three or four o ’clock in the afternoon crowds had gathered 
along the shore on every place available for a s igh t; and on the opposite 
side of the river a large assemblage had collected from the country. There 
must have been some hundreds of boats engaged carrying parties to seo 
the race ; some had a party of six or eight, plentifully supplied with 
eatables; others carried larger parties of twenty or thirty. A  great propor
tion of them were females, and not a few children, all decked out in clean 
and gay summer clothing. Some of the magnates of the town were present 
in their barges, and two or three gun-boats moved up and down to preserve 
order, making a fearful din with their drums and gongs. This we had the 
full benefit of, as one of them got orders to remain near us for a time, to 
prevent our being molested; but it was quite superfluous, as the people 
were most quiet and harmless. The race was sharply contested, and, after it 
was over, the large assemblage of people gradually dispersed without the 
least noise or disorder.

‘ ‘ On the 25th we got under way again, and, towards midnight, came to a 
formidable rapid, caused by a reef of rocks projecting far into the river. 
Our skipper considered this so dangerous, that he requested us to go on 
shore till the boat got past it. A  boat is stationed there by the authorities 
of Na-ke, for the purpose'of picking up any persons who may get into the 
water. About half a mile past this another reef projects further into the 
river, but is considered less dangerous. Having passed this, we crossed over 
to the left side, but unfortunately the current carried us just below a projecting 
point of very diflicult passage. A  temple to Waug-yeh, the guardian of the 
river, stands on this point of rock, and the priest was careful to tell us, that 
since the temple had been built the passage was much less dangerous. 
After a delay of an hour or more, and twice breaking the line, we got round 
the point, and anchored for the night opposite the district city of Na-ke; 
but the boatmen said the current was too strong for them to cross over.

“  In the afternoon of the 27th we got up to the district city of Keang- 
gan, where we had a very good sale of books. There is a narrow line of 
houses between the city wall and the river, but no great appearance of trade. 
Inside the city are two busy streets, crossing in the centre, from north to 
south and from east to west. Next day being Sunday, we spent there 
also.
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“  Late in the afternoon of the 29th we got up to the district city of Nan-ke, 
where I immediately went ashore. I  found the people most friendly, and 
anxious to get our books, which I  sold very freely with the help of the two 
Colporteurs, but was overtaken by darkness before I could get through the 
principal street; and as Mr. John was unable to go out on account of indis
position, I  was obliged to leave off with a much smaller sale than 1 might 
otherwise have made.

“  Next morning we were earty under way, and unpleasant circumstances 
soon threatened us ; but these were warded off by a kind Providence, rather 
than any prudence or valour on our parts. While we were at moming- 
prayer our boatmen were stopped by a party of soldiers who were coming 
from Seu-chow, and on their way to the province of Kwei-chow ; but on 
being informed that there were Europeans in the boat, they passed on without 
interfering. In the forenoon we crossed over to the right bank, and the 
soldiers were still coming on in parties of five, six, or more, straggling 
one after another without any order ; occasionally one of the party, carrying 
a flag, and the others all carrying a slender bamboo wand, about ten feet 
long, with a small pike on the end, and a knife at their waist. While we 
were lying a little way out in the stream for the men to take a rest, a 
party of eight soldiers were prowling on the shore hard by, and apparently 
helping themselves freely to some vegetable in a neighbouring field, I  think 
tobacco. Presently several of them stripped, and were making their way 
towards our boat, when the bowsman quietly pushed off and left them at a 
distance. Two or three large trading boats remained fixed in the middle of 
the stream, evidently afraid to move, and others were making their way up 
the opposite bank, at a great disadvantage of power. As there was no cer
tainty when all the soldiers would be past, our men shortly after went ashore 
again to track, and were unmolested. Just as we had got past a rapid, 
and the men had taken to their oars, we came upon a party who were 
resting under the shade of some trees, probably about twenty or thirty. One 
came down first, and requested us to take them across the river, and then 
the others came down in a body. We moved on, however, without noticing 
them, and although the boatmen soon after went ashore to track, they did 
not attempt to interfere with us.

“  Next morning, July 1st, we again met a party of soldiers, but they did 
not offer to interfere. Towards mid-day, turning a bend in the river, we had 
the prefectural city of Seu-chow full before us, in the angle formed by the 
confluence of the two rivers Keang and Min. Making our way some distance 
up the right bank, we crossed over to the city, and worked round by the 
east side, where we anchored in the Min. Here, then, we take leave of the 
so-called Yang-tsze, after a tedious journey of three months on its muddy 
Waters, and commence the passage up the Min, a stream of nearly equal 
niagnitude, though the current is less swift. We were at once struck 
hy the comparative clearness of the water. Immediately on our arrival we 
sent our cards and New Testaments to the Prefect and Mayor. They had 
been informed beforehand of our coming, and both returned their cards, but 
the Prefect returned the New Testament also. As our stock of books was 
now getting low, and we had still a long journey before us, we began to get 
Wore anxious about expediting our movement than circulating large num
bers. Our encouragement at Seu-chow was not of the highest order, but 
We did tolerably well during the day and a half that we remained.

‘ In the forenoon of the 8th we arrived at the district city of Keen-wei.
here seems to be a considerable retail trade there ; but the people are 

evidently poor ; and as our Parts were nearly exhausted, we only took whole 
"e w  Testaments with us. Here our sales were very limited.

‘  In the forenoon of the 10th we arrived at the Taou-sze-kwan, a bold 
bluff, standing abruptly out into the river on the left bank. At the south 
end is a flight of steps cut in the rock, rising from the water, and overhung by
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a huge mass of rock. Here men are waiting to render assistance to boats. 
Low down, near the water, is a heavy chain, strongly fastened into the rock 
by iron staples, for boats to pull up by in case of need. One of the strongest 
rapids in the river runs past this. Having reached the northernmost corner 
of the cliff, it is customary for boats to have a hawser attached, by which 
they hold on while crossing over, till they get through the strength of the 
rapid. Their object is to get across to an island about two-thirds of the 
distance over. Our skipper, thinking he could manage without the rope, 
neglected this precaution. The strength of the men, however, was insuf
ficient, and we were swept down towards the right bank. All they could do, 
the boat got unmanageable, and we were sucked into a boiling eddy. The 
head of the boat was whirled swiftly round under an overhanging cliff, and, 
had it struck, I  believe we must have inevitably gone down. It was a critical 
moment, and I can scarcely think of it without a shudder. The men dropped their 
oars instantaneously, and all crouched flat down on the deck : not a word was 
spoken, all expecting the next instant to be in the water; but we were merci
fully preserved, for the boat just cleared the rock by about two inches. The 
bowman was in a terrible fright, from which he did not recover for some 
minutes. Our skipper was on the deck, but appeared to be prostrated; for 
immediately the head got round, one of the more experienced trackers called 
out to assure him the danger was past. Undoubtedly it was a most provi
dential escape. Having thus got to the upper end of the eddy, they easily 
pulled over to the island. In  the afternoon we stopped at a town called 
Chuh-kan-tan, where we sold New Testaments, and had an opportunity of 
seeing those wonderful constructions, the salt wells, of which there are 
several hundred in this neighbourhood, the salt brine being pumped up from 
depths varying from several hundred to between two and three thousand feet 
deep.

“  Next morning, the 11th, we again had ample time to examine more of 
these remarkable structures, while our boat was slowly dragging its way 
through the numerous rapids. Towards evening we reached the prefectural 
city o f Kea-ting, having passed a huge image of Buddha, cut out of the solid 
cliff opposite, about 160 feet high. Next day was Sunday, so we remained 
at anchor there; and though Monday was a very wet day, we went through 
the city in all directions, selling with tolerable success. Our river here 
divides into three branches, or rather confluents, of which we took the most 
easterly, the stream being sensibly diminished in size.

“  In the afternoon of the 16th we reached the district city of Tsing-shin, 
where we had a very good demand for our books. The city is enclosed 
by a red sandstone wall, in good condition, but is rather a poor-looking 
place inside. There is a very long street from east to west, comprising nearly 
all the business part.

“ A t an early hour on the 18th we entered the south gate of the depart
mental city of Mei, and traversed a long street, very thinly and poorly 
inhabited, till we came to a much busier one at right angles, running east 
and west. The western portion of the city is in great part uninhabited, but 
there are several busy streets on the eastern side. We had a tolerably good 
sale of books. «

“  In the afternoon of the 19tli we reached the town of Keang-kow, on the 
left bank, and there the river again divided into two. We followed the 
easternmost confluent, which appeared much reduced in size; but there were 
so many islands and windings, that it was difficult to trace its outline. 
Early on the morning of the 20th we were alarmed for the safety of one of 
our trackers, a young man who had got out of his depth, and was being 
rapidly washed down by the current. Fortunately he got into shallow water, 
however, and was able to get ashore.

“ Early in the forenoon of the 23rd we reached Ching-too, the provincial 
city, after passing a red sandstone bridge of nine arches, thus having
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reached the highest point navigable on the Min, and completed another long 
stage of our tedious journey. We had sent the Colporteurs on the day 
before to announce our arrival to the two Mayors of the city, and to gain 
what information they could as to our future progress. They brought back 
the cards of the Mandarins, who received our books. The French Consul at 
Hankow had given me a letter of introduction to his friend the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Ching-too, which we sent to him with our cards in 
English, and an English-bound copy of the Chinese New Testament. He 
Returned the New Testament without any remark, sent one card in Chinese 
between the two of us, and took no further notice. He told our messenger 
we were heretics. The Bishops and Priests visit the Mandarins on equal 
terms, and receive equal honours, but they are very unpopular with the 
people at large. Their numbers in this city are very great. After sunset we 
went out a little to sell books in the suburb, but met with very little success. 
Our books were already almost exhausted. We had only got some whole 
Bibles in four volumes, and the New Testament on English paper, and these 
^e found it very difficult to sell. The two following days we traversed the 
°ity in various directions, but found the utmost indifference respecting our 
books. Some, we found, had purchased from Mr. Bagley. An epidemic was 
raging in the city, and people were dying at the rate of about eighty per day. 
Idol processions to avert the calamity were moving about in all directions, 
the city Mandarins having sent their jewels and insignia to grace the cortege. 
In no other province, I believe, could we have gone about among them on 
8uch an occasion offering our books unmolested. The city is very large, 
and there are extensive and populous suburbs. It is decidedly the finest city 
I have seen in China; one street especially, running from the east gate, has 
a very handsome line of shops. Our whole sales from E-cliang to this place 
amounted 71 Old Testaments, 935 New Testaments, and 9059 Parts, equal 
to 104,947 cash.


