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Improving Relationships with Cat Breeders
Betsy Arnold, D. V. M.

Editor’s Note: The following is excerpted from  Dr. 
Arnold’s presentation given a t the Comprehensive 
Seminar fo r  CatBreeders on August 15-16 at Cornell 
University. The seminar was cosponsored by the 
Cornell Feline Health Center, College o f  Veterinary 
M edicine’s Continuing Education Department, and 
Cornell University’s School o f Continuing Educa
tion and Summer Session.

The veterinarian-breeder relationship is different 
from the usual pet owner relationship. When working 
with breeders, veterinarians should be flexible and 
w illing to change some of the customary ways of 
providing care.

“Herd” Approach to Health
The veterinarian must consider the individual not 
just by itself, but also in relationship to the cattery of
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which it is a part. There is a need to develop a “herd” 
approach, but not in the same context as a farmer 
raising livestock. If  the cattery were analogous to a 
herd, decisions would be based entirely on economics, 
and emotional attachments to animals would not 
enter into the decision process. M edically, we are 
dealing with a multiple cat environment sim ilar to a 
herd, but emotionally we are dealing with the human- 
animal bond.

The cattery environment is quite different than a 
typical pet environment. The veterinarian must 
consider such things as the mobility of cats in and out 
of the cattery due to shows, stud service, purchases, 
sales, and leasing. The number of cats, sanitation, 
housing, ventilation and nutrition are factors that 
affect the health of the individuals as well as the entire 
population.

Consideration of the whole cattery instead of just 
the individual patient w ill have marked effects on the 
way situations are handled. For example, one kitten 
with an upper respiratory infection might be 
successfully treated with antibiotics, while a cattery 
with endemic upper respiratory problems may require 
changes in management including identification of 
carrier cats, isolation procedures, evaluation of 
housing and ventilation, and evaluation of vaccination 
protocols. Sim ilarly, one kitten with ringworm is a 
different problem than a cattery with ringworm.

The breeder’s estimation of a particular cat’s 
value may be very different than a pet owner’s
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valuation. W hile all owners love their pets, the 
veterinarian should be sensitive to the importance a 
breeder may place on a show quality animal or one of 
a special bloodline. Frequently, a breeder w ill be 
more w illing to pursue a diagnosis by sophisticated 
diagnostic tests and referral to universities or spe
cialists. Sometimes cat breeders are much more 
demanding about getting answers than average cat- 
owning clients.

Client Education
The veterinarian should appreciate the client’ s 
participation and willingness to leam, since the best 
relationships are team efforts. The veterinarian can 
teach techniques such as administering subcutaneous 
fluids, giving injections and medications, and stomach 
tubing kittens. However, you must be assured that 
the client can accurately observe and assess the 
patient, w ill consult with you, and appropriately use 
medications. The breeder must have the wisdom and 
judgment to know when the problem can be treated 
at home and when the cat should be evaluated and 
treated by the veterinarian.

Veterinarians must be careful about dispensing 
medications to clients. However, once the client is 
educated and you trust that the client w ill call before 
commencing treatment, you can supply the client 
with antibiotics, fluids, oxytocin, and vaccines. This 
approach is sim ilar to the relationship established by 
large animal veterinarians with their clients.

The veterinarian should be an educator and advisor 
in cattery management as well as individual patient 
care. This advice may include cattery planning and 
design, management of infectious diseases (i.e. 
vaccination and testing protocols, isolation and 
quarantine methods, appropriate use of disinfectants, 
and other husbandry measures), genetics, and heritable 
defects.

W hile veterinarians have a social and moral 
responsibility to educate the public about the 
importance of spaying and neutering, this approach is

inappropriate for breeders. For example, the standard 
treatment for a pet cat with pyometra is to spay it, but 
alternatives such as antibiotics and prostaglandins 
are more appropriate for quality breeding cats. Limited 
information is available on reproduction, so a vet
erinarian with a special interest in cat breeders must 
be w illing to seek information and try different 
techniques. Since many problems related to repro
duction present themselves as emergencies, it is 
helpful if  the veterinarian and breeder have discussed 
in advance how to handle such situations. For example, 
if  caesarian sections can be scheduled or at least 
performed before 12:00 P.M. (midnight) or after 8:00 
A.M., the surgical success rate and your relationship 
with the breeder may benefit.

(continued on the back page)
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Memorial Program Participants
1991-92

We wish to publicly thank the following veterinarians and animal hospitals for participating in the Cornell 
Feline Health Center's Memorial Program during this past fiscal year(July 1,1991 through June 30,1992). The 
451 participants of the program represent 37 states and 2 Canadian provinces.We also extend heartfelt grati
tude to those who have contributed since 1981 (indicated by an asterisk next to the name). Those practitioners 
contributing $500 or more receive complimentary professional memberships. Also, if  you are a Cornell alum
nus your memorial gifts are included with other gifts to the University to determine giving club status (i.e., 
President's Circle, Dean's Circle, Founder's Circle, Quadrangle Club and Charter Society).

If  you would like to become involved in this valuable program please write (Memorial Program, Cornell 
Feline Health Center, 618 V R T, Ithaca N Y 14853-6401), or call (607-253-3414) or FAX (607-253-3419) us for 
additional information.

Honoring those who gave $500 or more—
Cat Care Clinic, Ltd.—Madison, WI 
Cat Care Hospital, Inc.—West Chester OH 
Goodman Animal Hospital, Ltd.—Millbrook NY 
Manor Veterinary Clinic—Pelham Manor NY 
Oradell Animal Hospital, Inc.—Oradell NJ*
Sheridan Animal Hospital—Kenmore NY*
Stafford Veterinary Hospital—Manahawkin NJ*
Summer Street Cat Clinic—Buffalo NY*
The Cat Hospital, P.C.—Rochester NY 
The Cat Practice, P.C.—Birmingham MI

Honoring those who gave $300-499—
Animal Care Clinic—Hudson NY 
Arrowhead Veterinary Clinic—Fairfax VT 
Boulevard Animal Hospital—Syracuse NY 
Briarcliff Manor Animal Hospital—Briarcliff Manor NY 
Bunrstone Animal Hospital, P.C.—Yorkville NY*
Campus Veterinary Clinic—Berkeley CA 
Community Veterinary Group—Mamaroneck NY 
Companion Animal Clinic of Virginia—Burke VA 
Dr. Clayton G. Dudley—Woodbury CT 
Farmington Valley Animal Clinic—Farmington CT 
Forest Hills Cat Hospital—Forest Hills NY 
Glastonbury Veterinary Hospital—Glastonbury CT 
Dr. George E. Hahn—Jeffersonville NY 
Hemingway Cat Hospital—Saratoga CA 
Kingston Animal Hospital—Kingston NJ 
Lake Grove Veterinary Clinic, P.C.—Lake Oswego OR 
Main Street Veterinary Hospital—Half Moon Bay C A

*=Memorial Program Participant since 1981

Meadowridge Veterinary Clinic—Groton NY
Milford Animal Hospital—Milford CT
Millcr-Clark Animal Hospital—Mamaroneck NY
The Cat Doctor—Atlanta GA
The Cat Practice—Oak Park IL
The Feline Hospital—Salem MA
The Moriches Hospital for Animals—Center Moriches NY
West Parc Veterinary Clinic—New York NY*
Dr. Michael Woltz—Scarsdale NY

Honoring those who gave $200-299—
Animal General—New York NY 
Animal Health Clinic of Lionville—Lionville PA 
Arboretum View Animal Hospital—Downers Grove IL 
Berkeley Dog & Cat Hospital—Berkeley CA*
Bolton Veterinary Hospital, P.C.—Bolton CT*
Cat Veterinary Clinic—Houston TX*
Cats Exclusively Veterinary Hospital—Pitlsford NY 
Dr. Alan M. Chrisman—Port Jefferson Station NY 
Clark Animal Hospital—Penfield NY 
Croton Animal Hospital—Croton-on-Hudson NY*
Dallas Cat Clinic—Richardson TX 
Dr. John C. Devema—Stony Brook NY 
Dongan Hills Veterinary Practice—Staten Island NY 
East Meadow Animal Hospital, Inc.—East Meadow NY 
Endwell Animal Hospital—Endwell NY 
Estates Animal Hospital—Jamaica Estates NY 
For Cats Only, Inc.—West Palm Beach FL 
Guilderland Animal Hospital—Altamont NY*
Lincoln Avenue Cat Hospital—Fair Lawn NJ 
Linwood Animal Hospital—Lowell MA



New England Veterinary Clinic—Salem MA 
North Syracuse Animal Hospital—N. Syracuse NY 
Oakland Animal Hospital—Oakland NJ 
Prat Washington Animal Hospital—Port Washington NY* 
Rutland Veterinary Clinic—Rutland VT*
Dr. Carmen S. Scherzo—Kearny NJ 
Sleepy Hollow Animal Hospital—N. Tarrytown NY 
The Cat Clinic of Roswell—Roswell GA 
Veterinary Internal Medicine—Milford OH 
Veterinary Professionals Ltd.—Centreville VA 
Vienna Animal Hospital—Vienna VA

»
Honoring those who gave $100-199—
A Cat Clinic—Germantown MD
Abbeywood Cat Clinic, Ltd.—Naperville IL
Dr. Jeanne Adlon—Holbrook NY
Akron Animal Clinic—Akron OH
American Animal Hospital—Ml Freedom NJ
Animal Clinic of Kent—Carmel NY
Animal Health Center—Salisbury MA
Atlantic Animal Clinic—Juno Beach FL
Baldwin Animal Hospital/Bird Clinic—Baldwin NY
Briar Patch Veterinary Hospital—Ithaca NY
Brockport Animal Hospital—Brockport NY*
Brook Farm/Pawling Veterinary Center—Patterson NY
Caring for Cats Veterinary Hospital—Rochester NY
Dr. Kathy Carlson—Quitman TX
Cat Care Clinic—Orange CA
Cathedral Dog & Cat Hospital—New York NY
Center for Feline Medicine/Surgery, Inc.—Stone Mountain GA
Central Animal Hospital—Scarsdale NY
Central Cat Hospital—London, Ontario CANADA
Chippcns Hill Veterinary Hospital—Bristol CT
Clarkson Veterinary Hospital—Brockport NY
Country Animal Hospital, Inc.—New City NY
Double R Veterinary Center—Calabasas CA
Edgewood-Joppatownc Veterinary Hospital—Edgewood MD
Dr. Donald Quinton Eno—Westfield NY
Flannery Animal Hospital—Newburgh NY
Fort Salonga Animal Hospital—Fort Salonga NY
Dr. James C. Franzek—Bowmansville NY
Germantown Veterinary Clinic Partnership—Germantown MD
Greenwich Animal Hospital—Greenwich CT
Hudson Highland Vet Medical Group—Hopewell Junction NY
1-20 Animal Medical Center—Arlington TX

Indian Walk Veterinary Center—Newtown PA 
Dr. Katherine Ingram-Schexneider—Temecula CA 
Inman Animal Hospital, Inc.—Atlanta G A 
Killewald Small Animal Hospital—N. Tonawanda NY 
Kingston Animal Hospital—Kingston NH 
Kingstowne Cat Clinic—Alexandria VA 
Kitty’s Doctor—Ml Clemens MI 
Lexington Animal Hospital—Lexington VA 
Manhcim Pike Veterinary Hospital—Lancaster PA 
Metro Cat Hospital—Brookline MA 
Millersport Small Animal Clinic—Getzville NY 
Millhoppcr Veterinary Medical Center—Gainesville FL 
Mobile Veterinary Services of N. Virginia—Fairfax VA 
Montgomery Animal Hospital—Rockville MD 
North Shore Animal Hospital, Inc.—Bayside NY 
North side Animal Hospital—Bethlehem PA 
Oakdale Veterinary Hospital, P.C.—Oakdale NY 
Oceanside Animal Hospital—Garden City NY 
Oceanside Animal Hospital—Oceanside NY 
Old Lyme Veterinary Clinic—Old Lyme CT 
Olde Towne Animal Hospital—Southampton NY 
Oneida Animal Hospital—Oneida NY 
Rye-Harrison Veterinary Hospital—Rye NY*
Sakonnet Veterinary Hospital—Tiverton RI 
Scott & Henry, P.C.—Deer Park NY 
Somerset Animal Hospital—Princess Anne MD 
South Towne Veterinary Hospital—Rochester NY*
Stack Hospital for Pets, Inc.—Fayetteville NY 
Upper Valley Veterinary Services—Lebanon NH 
Valley Cottage Animal Hospital—Valley Cottage NY* 
Veterinary Associates—Mountain Lakes NJ 
Veterinary Specialty Hospital—Rancho Sante Fe CA 
Yorkshire Animal Hospital—York PA

Honoring those who gave less than $100—
A&A Veterinary Hospital, Inc.—Franklin Square NY
A Country Cat House—Miami FL
Adirondack Animal Hospital—Glens Falls NY
Agoura Animal Clinic—Agoura C A
Alamo Animal Hospital—Alamo CA
Albany County Veterinary Hospital—Albany NY
Aldrich Veterinary Associates, P.C.—Babylon NY
All Cats Hospital, PA.—Largo FL
All Creatures Mobile Veterinary Hospital—Rockland ME
All Pet Animal Hospital—Gibsonia PA



All Pels Veterinary Hospital, Inc.—Stillwater OK 
Altavista Animal Hospital—Altavista VA 
Alton Road Animal Hospital—Miami Beach FL 
Amsterdam Animal Hospital—Amsterdam NY 
Animal Clinic of New York—New York NY*
Animal Hospital of Beriin-̂ -Kensington CT
Animal Hospital of Greenwich/Stamford—Stamford CT
Animal Hospital of La Jolla—La Jolla C A
Animal Hospital ofPittsford, P.C.—Rochester NY
Animal Medical Center, S.C.—Appleton WI
Animal Medical Centre of Greensboro—Greensboro NC
Animal Medical Clinic of Manchester—Manchester CT
Animal Medical Clinic—Woodbum OR
Animal Medical Hospital of Be lair Road—Baltimore MD
Animal Medical Hospital—State College PA
Animal Medical of New City—New City NY
Ann Arbor Cat Clinic, P.C.—Ann Arbor MI
Apex Veterinary Hospital—Apex NC
Ardda Animal Hospital—Rochester NY
Associates in Pet Care, S.C.—Waukesha WI
Dr. George Badger—Lockport NY
Baltimore Animal Hospital—Baltimore MD
Batavia Animal Hospital—Batavia NY
Bellport Animal Hospital—Bellport NY
Bath Veterinary Clinic, P.C.—Bath OH
Bath Veterinary Clinic—Bath NY
Battcnkill Veterinary—Middle Falls NY
Dr. Andrea Bergman—Harrison NY
Bethel Veterinary Clinic—Femdale NY
Dr. Paul Black—Rochester NY
Blue Ash Animal Hospital—Cincinnati OH
Bond Animal Hospital—White Plains NY
Brewerton Veterinary Clinic—Brewerton NY
Bridgeton Animal Clinic—Bridgeton MO
Bristol County Veterinary Hospital—Scckonk MA
Broadway Animal Hospital of Riverdale—Bronx NY
Brockton Animal Hospital—Brockton MA
Dr. Charles E. Brown—Warwick NY
Brumley Veterinary Clinic—Lisle IL
Bryan Animal Hospital—Ml Holly NJ
Dr. Barry Buchaltcr—Howard Beach NY
Dr. Laurie Buche—Annandale VA
Bucksport Veterinary Clinic—Bucksport ME
Bulger Animal Hospital—N. Andover MA
Dr. Bruce William Bumstead—Croton-on-Hudson NY

Burlington Veterinary Care Center—Burlington CT
Cape Ann Veterinary Hospital—Gloucester MA
Dr. Susan K. Carey—Joliet IL
Carnegie Cat Clinic—Princeton NJ
Cat & Dog Hospital of Columbia—Columbia MD
Cat Care, P.C.—Rochester Hills MI
Cat Care—CalhanCO
Cat Clinic of Cincinnati—Cincinnati OH
Cat Clinic of Orange County—Costa Mesa CA
Cat Cottage—Holbrook NY
Cat Haven Veterinary Clinic at Five Points S.—Birmingham AL
Cat Hospital at Towson—Baltimore MD
Cat Hospital of Orlando—Altamonte Springs FL
Cat Veterinary Hospital of Dallas—Dallas TX
Catawba Animal Clinic—Newton NC
Cazenovia Animal Hospital—Cazcnovia NY
Central Veterinary Hospital, P.C.—Albany NY
Central Virginia Veterinary Associates—Monroe VA
Charles Towne Veterinary Clinic—Charleston SC
Cheektowaga Veterinary Hospital—Checktowaga NY
Cheshire Veterinary Hospital, P.C.—Cheshire CT
Chisholm Trail Animal Health Care—Wichita KS
Dr. John S. Clauss—Orchard Paik NY
Gifton-Centreville Animal Clinic—Centrcville VA
Community Veterinary Clinic—Fairfield CT
Cobleskill Veterinary Clinic—Lawyersville NY
Community Animal Hospital—Poughkeepsie NY
Community Veterinary Hospital—Largo FL
Companion Animal Hospital—Springfield VA
Companion Animal Hospital—Groton CT
Dr. James F. Cone—Napanoch NY
ConveL Inc.—Wells ME
Coaler Companion Animal Clinic—San Antonio TX 
Coudersport Animal Health Center—Coudersport PA 
Country Hills Pet Hospital—Agoura Hills CA 
Country Home Veterinary Qinic—Bedford Hills NY 
Country View Animal Hospital—Beloit WI 
Countryside Animal Hospital—Montevallo AL 
Countryside Veterinary Ginic—Yorkville IL 
Countryside Veterinary Ginic—Tempe AZ 
Countryside Veterinary Hospital—Flemington NJ 
Coy Animal Hospital—Chagrin Falls OH 
Cropper Veterinary Services—Wyckoff NJ 
Dr. Colleen E. Currigan—Chicago IL 
Dadeland Animal Hospital—Miami FL



Darien Animal Hospital—Darien CT
Delmar Veterinary Associates, P.C.—Delmar NY*
DelMarVa Veterinary Hospital, PA.—Bishopville MD
Delphos Animal Hospital, Inc.—Delphos OH
Detroit Lakes Animal Hospital—Detroit Lakes MN
Dr. Henry J. Deutsch—New Hyde Park NY
Dr. Thomas Devincentis—New Yak NY
Dr. Teresa K. Dewey—Watertown NY
Dr. Michael Earley Doty—Wellsville NY
Dr. Beam’s Animal Hospital—Greensburg PA
Dr. Rebecca M Dun ton—Pittsford VT
Eagle Rock—West Orange NJ
East Avenue Animal Hospital—Brockport NY
Eastchester Animal Ginic—Scarsdale NY
Easthampton Animal Hospital—Easthampton MA
Eastview Veterinary Clinic—Penn Yan NY*
Dr. Peter E. Ebertz—Baltimore MD 
Dr. Rebecca A Epps—Rochester NY 
Expressway Animal Hospital—Westwego LA 
Fairmount Animal Hospital—Syracuse NY 
Dr. Joseph P. Fenton—Hawthorne NJ 
Flower Valley Veterinary Clinic, Inc.—Rockville MD 
Fowler Animal Hospital—Sycamore IL 
Freedom Animal Hospital—Charlotte NC 
Freshwater Veterinary Hospital—Enfield CT 
Dr. Ellen Friedman—Howard Beach NY 
Gallatin Veterinary Hospital—Bozeman MT 
Garden State Animal Hospital—Cherry Hill NJ 
Geneva Veterinary Hospital—Geneva NY 
Georgetown Pike Veterinary Clinic—Great Falls VA 
Georgetown Small Animal Clinic—Williamsville NY 
German Flatts Veterinary Clinic—Ilion NY 
Germantown Animal Hospital—Germantown WI 
Gerson Animal Hospital, Inc.—Miami FL 
Glenelg Animal Hospital, Inc.—Cincinnati OH 
Good Samaritan Animal Hospital—Metairie LA 
Dr. Marcia Gortowski—Saint Anne IL 
Dr. Mitchell Greenberg—Easton CT 
Greenbriar Veterinary Clinic—Dallas TX 
Greensboro Cat Clinic—Greensboro NC 
Greenvale Animal Hospital—Greenvale NY 
Dr. Robert M Groskin—Englewood NJ 
Hammocks Veterinary Hospital, Inc.—Miami FL 
Harlingen Clinic, P. A —Belle Mead NJ 
Hawthorn Animal Hospital—Vemon Hills IL

Dr. Raymond S. Hayes—Ossining NY
Health Veterinary Hospital—Billings MT
Hempstead Animal Hospital—Uniondale NY
Dr. Ellen B. Hikes—Naperville IL
Hillsborough Veterinary Hospital—Somerville NJ
Holly Hill Corporation—Laurel MD
Home Pet Service—Kaneohe HI
Homer & Tully Animal Clinics—Homer NY
Housecall Veterinary Clinic, Inc.—Orlando FL
Huntington Animal Hospital—Huntington Station NY
Hudson Veterinary Group—Ossining NY
Hurley Veterinary Hospital—Kingston NY
In-Home Feline Veterinary Service—Fairfax VA
Dr. Linda E. Jacobson—Brooklyn NY
Dr. Leigh A. Jenkins—Margate FL
Dr. Christine L. Johnston—Bedford MA
Dr. Regan E. Johnston—New Orleans LA
Dr. Sandra A Justis—Woodbridge VA
Dr. Jeffrey R. Kaplan—Boston MA
Katonah Veterinary Group—Katonah NY
Dr. Mary Lee Keating—New York NY
Kensington Bird & Animal Hospital—Kensington CT
Dr. Alexandria Kibiuk—Watertown NY
Kinnelon Veterinary Hospital—Kinnelon NJ
Kittredge Small Animal Hospital, P.C.—Kittredge CO
Dr. Sharon K. Kleckner—Saint Paul MN
Knollwood Animal Hospital, Ltd.—Lake Bluff IL
Dr. Lloyd B. Komblatt—Metuchen NJ
Dr. Jennifer L. Kraft—Bloomsburg PA
Dr. Faith Krausman—Upper Montclair NJ
LaGrange Veterinary Hospital—LaGrangeville NY
Lake Country Veterinary Clinic—Marcellus NY
Lake Osborne Animal Clinic, Inc.—Lake Worth FL
Lakeview Veterinary Hospital, Inc.—New Orleans LA
Lansingburgh Veterinary Hospital—Lansingburgh NY
Larchmont Animal Hospital—Ml Holly NJ
Laurelton Animal Hospital—Rochester NY
Dr. Robert K Lee—New Milford CT
Leighow Veterinary Hospital—Danville PA
Dr. Daniel H. Leiman—New Rochelle NY
Dr. Jo-Anne Leja—Westfield MA
Dr. Richard F. Leskovar—Rome NY
Leviuown Animal Hospital—Levitlown NY
Lewis Veterinary Hospital—Columbia MD
Lincolndale Veterinary Center—Lincolndale NY



Lindenhurst Animal Hospital—Lindenhurst IL
Lomas Veterinary Clinic—Albuquerque NM
Los Robles Animal Hospital—Tallahassee FL
Dr. Donald R. Lundy—Muncy PA
Lyndon Veterinary Clinic—Fayetteville NY
Dr. Ralph D. MacPherson—Easton MD
Main Street Veterinary Hospital—Lewisville TX
Manchester Veterinary Clinic, Inc.—Manchester CT
Manhasset Animal Hospital, P.C.—Manhasset NY
Marsh Hospital for Animals—Verona NJ
Dr. William H. Marsh—Forestville MD
Dr. Danise S. Martinez.—Orlando FL
Malawan Animal Hospital—Matawan NJ
Dr. Lawrence C. Mauer—Monticello NY
Dr. Jill Boler McCormack—Downers Grove IL
Meadowood Veterinary Associates—Madison WI
Medallion Animal Clinic—Dallas TX
Milkey, Davis, Miller & Associates—Granby CT
Millbum Veterinary Hospital—Millbum NJ
Millwood Animal Hospital, Ltd—Millwood NY*
Mims Animal Hospital—San Antonio TX
Montague Veterinary Hospital—Montague NJ
Montrose Animal Health Center—Fairfax VA
Morwalk, Inc.—Olney MD
ML Nittany Veterinary Hospital—State College PA
Muddy Creek Animal Care Center, Inc.—Rowley MA
Dr. Alison Mullins—Gaithersburg MD
Dr. Jolene Nagakura—Topsfield MA*
Neal Animal Clinic—Lubbock TX 
Dr. Pamela S. Nersesian—Woodbridge VA 
Nevis Veterinary Clinic—Nevis MN 
New Haven Central Hospital—New Haven CT 
Newington Veterinary Clinic—Newington CT 
Newman Animal Clinic—Seekonk MA 
North Country Veterinary Clinic—Lyndonville VT 
North Laurel Animal Hospital—Laurel MD 
Northern Tier Veterinary Clinic, Inc.—Knoxville PA 
Northland Cat Clinic—Kansas City MO 
Northland Veterinary Hospital—Gouvemeur NY 
Norwalk Veterinary Hospital—South Norwalk CT 
Ncrwell Veterinary Hospital—Norwell MA 
Norwichtown Veterinary Hospital—Norwich CT 
Nottingham Pet Clinic—Syracuse NY 
Dr. Rebecca O’Quinn—Mandeville LA

Oakton Animal Ginic—Elk Grove V illage IL
Olney Veterinary Hospital, Ltd—Olney MD
Oxford Veterinary Hospital, P.C.—Oxford CT
Park Veterinary Hospital—Durham NC
Pender Veterinary Ginic—Fairfax VA
Pendleton Veterinary Clinic—Pendleton OR
Dr. Vincent J. Peppe—Canaan CT
Dr. Emil E. Perona—Andover NJ
Peering Animal Hospital—Baltimore MD
Pet Haven Animal Hospital—Brooklyn NY
Pet Health Ginic, P.C.—Daleville VA
Dr. C. Denis Peterson—New York NY
Petit Brook Veterinary Hospital—Colchester VT
Pitts Veterinary Hospital—Lincoln NE
Pleasant Valley Animal Hospital—Pleasant Valley NY
Dr. Clarke M. Poad—Neenah WI
Dr. Alan J. Pomerantz—Kingston NY
Portage Animal Hospital—Kalamazoo MI
Portsmouth Animal Hospital—Portsmouth NH
Primary Veterinary Care—Gretna LA
Prospect Animal Hospital, Inc.—Arlington Hts. IL
Dr. Franklin W. Rapp—Schenectady NY
Raynham Animal Hospital, Inc.—Raynham MA
Rhinebeck Animal Hospital—Rhinebeck NY*
Ridge Animal Hospital—Middleport NY
Rivergate Veterinary Ginic, P.C.—New York NY
Riverside Veterinary Hospital—Boscawen NH
Rocky Point Animal Hospital, P.C.—Rocky Point NY
Dr. Jan Ella Rottenberg—Oceanport NJ
Rotterdam Veterinary Hospital, P.C.—Schenectady NY
Rupert Veterinary Clinic—Rupert VT
Rutherford Animal Hospital—Rutherford NJ
Sagemont Animal Hospital, Inc.—Houston TX
Saugerties Animal Hospital—Saugerties NY
Dr. Bruce Schatz—New Haven CT
Dr. Seymour J. Schimelman—Somers NY
Dr. Alan B. Schreier—Pleasantville NY
Drs. Schroll—Massapequa Park NY
Dr. Maurice Serling-Larchmont NY*
Seymour Veterinary Hospital, P.C.—Seymour CT 
Dr. Bruce Sheirr—Staten Island NY 
Shelburne Veterinary Hospital—Shelburne VT 
Sierra Veterinary Clinic—Stockton CA 
Smithhaven Veterinary Hospital—NesconsetNY 
Dr. Sheila Smullen—Naperville IL



South Bay Veterinary Group—Boston MA 
Dr. Edward L. Spindel—Baldwinsville NY 
Spoede Animal Hospital, P.C.—Creve Coeur MO 
Dr. Susan R. Spreat—Allentown NJ 
Springfield Animal Hospital, Inc.—Springfield VA 
Springville Animal Hospital, P.C.—Springville NY 
St. Francis Animal Clinic, Inc.—Fall River MA 
Storybook Farm Veterinary Hospital—Victor NY 
Suffield Veterinary Hospital—Suffield CT 
The Abbey Clinic for Cats—El Cajon CA 
The Cat Clinic—Enid OK
The Coast Cat Clinic—Burnaby, British Columbia CANADA 
Thousand Oaks Veterinary Clinic—San Antonio TX 
Town & Country Animal Clinic—Hazard KY 
Town & Country Hospital for Pets, Inc.—Syracuse NY 
Triboro Animal Hospital—Bronx NY*
Dr. Heidi Tshauner—New Rochelle NY 
Tucson Small Animal Hospital—Tucson AZ 
Tyngsborough Animal Hospital—Tyngsborough MA 
Valley Animal Hospital—Owings Mills MD

Valley Green Veterinary Hospital—Etters PA 
Veterinary Associates, Inc.—Xenia OH 
Veterinary Medicine & Surgery—Kingston NY 
Viking Community Animal Hospital—N. Canton OH 
Washington Animal Hospital—Washington NJ 
Waterbury-Oxford Veterinary Ginic—Waterbury CT 
Wayne Animal Hospital—Wayne NJ 
Dr. Jane E. Weed—Enosburg Falls VT 
Welleby Plaza Animal/Bird Clinic—Sunrise FL 
Wemer Animal Hospital—Morris Plains NJ 
West Hills Animal Hospital, P.C.—Huntington NY 
West Park Veterinary Services—Houma LA 
West Springfield Animal Hospital—W. Springfield MA 
Westfield Animal Clinic, Inc.—Westfield MA 
Westside Animal Ginic—Colorado Springs CO 
White Pine Veterinary clinic—Park City UT 
Windward Veterinary Service, Inc.—Kaneohe HI 
Woolf Animal Hospital, PA.—Tampa FL 
Yellow Springs Veterinary Clinic—Frederick MD

Five Ways You Can Help Us
O Actively participate in the Feline Memorial Program.

© Become a Professional Member of the Feline Health Center. ( If  your mailing label is in red, it means 
you currently are not a member. Only 10% of those receiving Feline Health Topics are members. Your 
membership helps to support our educational programs as well as providing many benefits to you.)

© Make a charitable contribution to the Feline Health Center before December 31 to reduce taxes on 
your 1992 income.

© Encourage your cat-owning clients to become supporting members. (Our office can supply you with 
membership applications for cat owners.)

© If  clients indicate an interest in providing funds in their w ills to an organization, tell them about the 
Cornell Feline Health Center. (Our office can provide free copies of our bequest brochure, "How do you 
say Thank You? " ) A majority of the bequests received this year were the result of veterinarians informing 
their clients about the Cornell Feline Health Center.

Please contact our office for more detailed information on the above programs by calling or writing:

(607) 253-3414

The Cornell Feline Health Center 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, N Y  14853-6401

*Use the enclosed envelope to make a contribution or become a professional member of the Center.
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Research Briefs
Effectiveness o f antiviral agents against 
FIPV in vitro
The effectiveness of twelve compounds at inhibiting 
the growth of feline infectious peritonitis virus (FIPV) 
in monolayer cell cultures was evaluated by Drs. 
Jeffrey Barlough andFredric Scott. Of the compounds 
tested, adenine arabinoside, amphotericin B and 
rib avirin  demonstrated statistically significant 
(PcO.Ol) antiviral activity.

Chemotherapeutic intervention in feline infectious 
peritonitis is a considerable challenge due to the 
complexity of the feline immune response to FIPV 
and the ability of virulent viral strains to replicate 
within macrophages. Combining antiviral agents with 
biological response modifiers such as macrophage 
activators (interferon or lentinan) and T -cell 
immunostimulators (interleukin-2) may provide the 
key to treating FIP.— (Resource: The Vet Rec 126: 
556-558,1990)

Use of ultralente insulin in cats with diabetes 
mellitus
Veterinarians have been forced to use other types of 
insulin for managing diabetic cats since protamine 
zinc insulin (PZI) is no longer available. Currently, 
the insulins available to veterinarians include 
crystalline, lente (semilente, lente, ultralente), and 
isophane. The lente group of insulins rely on 
alterations in zinc content and size of zinc-insulin 
crystals to alter the rate of absorption from the 
subcutaneous site. The larger the crystals, the slower 
the rate of absorption and the longer the drug’s 
duration. Semilente is short acting (4 to 10 hours) 
and ultralente is long acting (7 to 18 hours).

When initially substituting ultralente for PZI, do 
not change the dose or frequency of administration. 
Cats must be reregulated since the managing dosage 
w ill be different with ultralente insulin. Some cats

may require a higher dosage, whereby others may 
require the same or slightly less. Therefore, the cat 
should be evaluated 4 to 7 days after initiating 
ultralente insulin treatment. The goal of insulin 
treatment is to maintain a blood glucose concentration 
between 100 to 250 mg/dl.

The most common problem associated with 
ultralente insulin in cats is ineffectiveness in lowering 
the blood glucose concentration. When dosage 
exceeds 8 to 10 U/cat given every 12 hours with 
minimal decrease in blood glucose concentration, 
consider substituting another insulin.— (Resource: 
Jour Amer Vet Med Assoc, 200(12):1828-1829,1992)

Treatment of Feline Oral Squamous Cell 
Carcinoma
Squamous cell carcinoma is the most common oral 
tumor in the cat. Drs. G. Neal Mauldin, Glenn 
Mauldin and Karri Meleo of the The Animal Med
ical Center in New York have been examining the 
response of feline oral squamous cell carcinoma 
(SCC) to various therapeutic modalities.

Preliminary results show that radiation therapy 
alone modestly improves survival time in cats when 
compared to surgery or doxorubicin chemotherapy 
alone. The addition of hyperthermia to radiation 
therapy does not improve response rate or survival 
time. A previously unreported predisposition of female 
cats for oral SCC has been identified among the cats 
in this study.

Successful treatment of feline oral SCC w ill re
quire aggressive, multimodality therapy. The efficacy 
of biologic response modifiers and chemotherapy 
combined with radiation therapy and hyperthermia is 
now being assessed for treating SCC.— (Resource: Vet 
Cancer Soc News, 16(1) :4-5 ,1992)  ■



Feline Health Topics 4

Improving Relationships (continued from page 2)

House Calls j
Most breeder visits cannot be successfully handled 
in a fifteen minute office call. Litter and group exams 
are time consuming and can become confusing if  j
rushed. It might be more advantageous to schedule t
breeders outside of the primary appointment schedule j
(such as during lunch) or to consider making house )
calls. House calls can be a more efficient way to j
handle procedures such as vaccinations and leukemia ,
testing. An added benefit is that the veterinarian can 
actually see and evaluate the cattery.

Fees
Fees may need to be structured differently than for 
pet owners. Providing discounts on certain procedures 
and services or charging an hourly rate plus supplies 
may be a good approach.

Summary
A veterinarian-breeder relationship can be very re
warding when mutual respect and understanding is 
at the basis of the relationship. The relationship 
requires the willingness of the veterinarian to try 
new things and deviate from normal structured 
routines. It requires that the breeder be responsible 
and w illing to follow the veterinarian’s recom

mendations. A good relationship involves both 
breeder and veterinarian as partners in cat health 
care. ■

Dr. Betsy Arnold is a 1980 graduate o f  the College 
o f Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University. She 
has a feline practice in Rochester, NY. D r. Arnold 
has bred and shown Siamese cats fo r  over 20  years. 
For the past three years she has served as a grant 
reviewer fo r  the Robert H. Winn Foundation .

Correction Notice
Please make the following correction in the summer 
issue of Feline HealthTopics  (V ol. 7, No. 3) on page 
7:

In the table for group 3C the correct #ADE/FIP is 
0; and for group 3B the correct #ADE/FIP is 8.

C o rn e l l  F e lin e  H e a l th  C e n te r  
C o rn e l l  U n iv e r s i ty  
C o lle g e  o f  V e te r in a r y  M e d ic in e  
I th a c a , N e w  Y o rk  1 4 8 5 3

Important Notice
Our offices will be closed Decem ber 25 
through January 3.


