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Biographical Statement

Rebecca Stoltzfus holds a Ph.D.in Human nutrition from Cornell University (1992)
and a B.A. in Chemistry from Goshen College (1984). From 1992-2002, she was
assistant  and then associate professor in the Department of  International  Health,
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. She joined the Division of
Nutri t ional  Sciences in 2002 as an associate professor and was promoted to
professor in 2005. For the 2008-09 academic year,  she was a visit ing professor in
the Department of Community Health, Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Center,
Moshi Tanzania.

Her research focuses on the causes and consequences of  malnutr i t ion in women
and children in developing countries.  Current major projects include the SHINE
(Sanitation, Hygiene, and Infant Nutrition Efficacy) Trial in Zimbabwe, Mycotoxins
and Infant Growth (Zimbabwe), Implementation Science for Scaling up Nutrition
(Tanzania, and a project in Kenya and Ethiopia to translate the new global
recommendation for  calcium supplementat ion in pregnancy into policies and
programs in Kenya and Ethiopia.  She currently directs the Program in
International Nutrition, and Cornell 's Global Health Program on the Ithaca
campus .  

She is also serving as the Provost 's Fellow for Public Engagement, a half-time
position to institutionalize Cornell 's  strategic plan for public engagement.   

Department Website Summary

Rebecca Stoltzfus, professor of Nutritional Sciences, discuss the function of red
blood cells in this CNN article about fatigue

Teaching

Teaching and Advising Statement

In my teaching, I  util ize active learning strategies that foster independent thinking
and enable students to integrate concepts from the classroom, their  l i fe
experiences.  In the global health program, we also support experiential learning,
in which students can learn through doing.  The impact of experiential  learning is
enhanced by critical reflection, and therefore I embed reflection in all  of my
courses.   As an advisor of  graduate students ,  I  support  independent  thinking and

http://www.cnn.com/2010/HEALTH/09/27/o.why.so.tired/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2010/HEALTH/09/27/o.why.so.tired/index.html


collaboration through an active multidisciplinary research group.

Professional

Current Professional Activities

 

Invited Member, WHO Nutrition Guidance Expert Advisory Group,
2 0 1 0 - p r e s e n t
Invited Member, National Academy of Sciences Forum on Investing in Young
Children Globally

Fellow, Grassroots Research and Advocacy Movement, Swami Vivekenanda
Youth Movement, Mysore India.  (2011—present)

Nutrition Scientific Advisory Group of the New York Academy of Sciences. 
2011—present .

Faculty Fellow, Cornell Center for a Sustainable Future, 2009—present

Faculty Fellow, Bronfenbrenner Center for Translational Research,
2 0 1 2 - - p r e s e n t

 

Research

Current Research Activities

The goal of my research program is to improve the health and well  being of
women and children in low-income communit ies by improving their  nutr i t ional
status.  Current  major research projects  include:

Sanitation, hygiene and infant nutrition efficacy (SHINE) Trial:  effect on
tropical  enteropathy,  anemia and growth in young children in rural
Zimbabwe.  A cluster-randomized factorial trial.    (in collaboration with
ZVITAMBO Project, Harare Zimbabwe, and the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health).
Maternal capacities for child care:   development of an interdisciplinary
framework (in collaboration with ZVITAMBO Project, Harare Zimbabwe, and
Alive & Thrive Project, Bangladesh)
Establishing the l ink between mycotoxin exposure,  gut function and stunting
in Zimbabwean infants (in collaboration with ZVITAMBO Project, Harare
Zimbabwe)
Implementation Science for Scaline Up Nutrition (Tanzania)
Integrating strategies for the prevention of preeclampsia and anemia into
community based programs in Kenya and Ethiopia Iin collaboration with
Micronutrients Initiative)

Extension



Education

Education

Ph.D. 1992 - Cornell University, Human Nutrition 
M.S. 1988 - Cornell University, Human Nutrition 
B.A. 1984 - Goshen College, Chemistry

Courses

Courses Taught

NS 4620     Global Health Predeparture Seminar
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