
COLLEGE
OF
VETERINARY
MEDICINE

CORNELL
UNIVERSITY

N u m b e r 3 , 1 9 9 0

V I E W P O I N T S
A Statu tory  C o lle g e  of the State U n ivers ity  of N ew  York

Photo credit Randi Anglin

A
 career in veterinary medicine can 

require unusual skills. Skills in herd­
ing, for example. On September 11, 

the director of the Veterinary Medical Teach­
ing Hospital, Dr. Francis Kalifelz, received a 
request for help from the Onondaga County 
Sheriff’s Office. A herd of 16 buffalo had 
escaped from their pasture on the Onondaga 
Indian Nation south of Syracuse, New York. 
The buffalo had caused extensive damage to 
property inthe area, grazing theirwaythrough 
one family’s evergreen nursery, damaging 
trees intended for sale to landscapers. The 
biggest worry, however, was that the herd 
would attempt to cross a well-traveled high­
way, Interstate 81.

The sheriff’s office asked for veterinarians 
who could tranquilize the buffalo. The initial 
plan was to load the tranquilized animals on 
a truck and transport them back to the reser­
vation.

Dr. John Descanio, an ambulatory clinician, 
and Dr. Peter Rakestraw, an instructor in 
large animal surgery, answered the call. But 
not without reinforcements. Dr. Rakestraw, 
who has worked on cattle ranches in Wyo­
ming and Montana, borrowed horses from 
Cornell's Equestrian Center. After assessing 
the situation and consulting with members 
of both the Onondaga Indian Nation and the 
sheriff’s department, the veterinarians pro­

posed an alternate plan. On horseback, they 
would herd the buffalo back to the reserva­
tion.

Said Dr. Rakestraw, "The buffalo acted very 
much like range cattle that hadn't been 
worked with. We got them moving, and they 
really retraced their own path back to the 
reservation.” Despite their size, Dr. 
Rakestraw explained, “These buffalo were at 
no time aggressive," although buffalo have 
been known to charge when they sense that 
the young in the herd are threatened.

The Syracuse Pol ice Department's mounted 
patrol assisted in round-up and the buffalo

were returned safely to their home pasture. 
In a letter, Onondaga County Sheriff John C. 
Dillon thanked the veterinarians, saying, 
"Your advice and your participation in re­
turning the herd to the Onondaga Nation 
were invaluable in bringing this incident to a 
successful conclusion. The fact that the herd 
was returned without injury to any person, or 
the animals themselves, as well as no further 
damage to property, attests to the success of 
the operation. This might not have been the 
result without your assistance.”

A  Dr- Peter Rakestraw moves the escaped 

buffalo herd back toward their home on the 
Onondaga Indian Reservation.
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W hile she was the assistant dean 
for student administration at 
Colorado State University’s Col­

lege of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences, Dr. Eugenia Kelman asked stu­
dents to fill out time sheets on their weekly 
study hours. The time spent turned out to be 
the same as for medical students— between 
60 and 65 hours a week of learning activity, 
including lecture and lab. Although Dr. Kel­
man was interested in how much students 
study, she was actually trying to determine 
why veterinary medical education is per­
ceived as stressful. She found out it may be 
stressful because students are simply work­
ing longer hours than most people in our 
society.

Service is Key for Office 
of Student Administration

Dr. Kelman explained, "Most undergradu­
ates spend less than 40 hours a week in some 
form of studying, sn that’s a big change. It's 
the adjustment of working up to 20,25 hours 
more a week that makes veterinary school 
stressful. Fortunately, most students make 
the adjustment and become very efficient 
people in the process."

At Colorado and more recently at the Univer­
sity of Texas School of Medicine at Galveston, 
Dr. Kelman taught classes on survival skills 
to help first-year students face the chal­
lenges of professional school. Now she brings 
those skillsand insights to Cornell’s College 
of Veterinary Medicine as the assistant dean 
for student affairs. This new position con­
solidates the various student services—  
including registrar, financial aid, admissions, 
job placement and intercultural affairs—  
under a single administrative unit within the 
college.

In Texas, Dr. Kelman was the director of 
academic counseling services in the School 
of Medicine, and an assistant professor in 
the department of psychiatry and behavioral 
sciences. Dr. Kelman earned her under­
graduate degree at the University of Califor­

nia-Berkeley, and a master's from the Uni­
versity of Illinois-Urbana, both in English 
literature. She also holds a master’s and 
doctorate in psychology from Colorado State 
University (CSU).

Her ties to the veterinary profession began at 
CSU’s College of Veterinary Medicine, where 
she was assistant dean of student admini­
stration. In this position, Dr. Kelman super­
vised admissions to the veterinary medical 
professional school and the advising pro­
gram for undergraduate majors. She also 
coordinated scholarships and awards, fi­
nancial aid, loans, employment placement 
service and minority student recruitment. 
Dr. Kelman will provide personal and aca­
demic counseling for veterinary medical 
students. The author of several papers on 
veterinary medical education, she plans to 
conduct workshops to help students with 
time management, study skills and stress 
management.

"Veterinary school is demanding, "said Dr. 
Kelman. "Making the shift to the new cur­
riculum may be even more stressful. It will 
be important that admissions, registration 
and financial aid programs be managed so 
effectively that they do not pose problems or 
provide unnecessary distractions to faculty 
and students. It may also be useful to de­
velop new programs in the area of advising 
and recruitment, or to provide additional 
personal and academic support services to 
veterinary students, since the proposed 
curriculum will require them to make more 
choices and to take more responsibility for 
their education.”

Student recruiting will also be a high priority. 
Said Dr. Kelman, “I think it’s well to look to 
the future and plan ahead, and to make very 
good contacts with pre-professional advi­
sors and student groups. I have a particular 
interest in vocational counseling. Many 
young people who are interested in science 
careers haven't thought of veterinary medi­
cine as a way to achieve their goals."

Finally, Dr. Kelman’s philosophy is easily 
summarized. She explains, “It’s service. All 
student affairs programs exist to help stu­
dents.”

International 
Symposium 
Focuses on 
Animal Pain and 
Its Control

A
nimal pain and its control was the topic 
of an international symposium held at 

Cornell University from June 25 through 
28. Organized under the auspices of 
Cornell’s Colleges of Medicine and Veteri­
nary Medicine, the symposium attracted 
participants from over 16 countries. Ninety- 
five lectures and speakers from the basic 
sciences and clinical medicine were fea­
tured over four days.

Dr. Charles Short, professor of anesthesiol­
ogy at the College of Veterinary Medicine, 
was pleased with both the symposium's 
turnout and the influence it may have on 
future pain alleviation studies. According to 
Dr. Short, the program provided a forum for 
improved understanding of animal painand 
a stimulus for advances in teaching and 
clinical practice of pain management in ani­
mals.

Symposium presentations emphasized the 
physiology, pharmacology and clinical ap­
plications of pain control, in particular the 
neuroscience of pain and its control using 
opiates, a-adrenergic agonists, and other 
medications and techniques. The scientific 
program was followed by planning ses­
sions on ways to improve knowledge of the 
prevention or control of pain and the devel­
opment of additional medications. Con­
cerns for a reduction in the number of ani­
mals needed for research were also ad­
dressed.

The Symposium was co-sponsored by the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, 
the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the 
Harry M. Zweig Memorial Fund, the Food 
and Drug Administration, the National Insti­
tutes of Health, and 14 pharmaceutical 
companies.
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ISurvey Looks 
at Applicants A

 An analysis of 1989-90  app lica tions 
and adm iss ions to U.S. Colleges of 

Veterinary M ed ic ine  was recently conducted 
fo r the Associa tion of Am erican Veterinary 
M edical Colleges. Here is a sum m ary of the 
survey's h ig h lig h t’s, com paring C orne ll’s ex­
perience w ith  national averages. These sta­
tis tics  support the com m on assum ption that 
adm iss ion to veterinary colleges is as com ­
petitive as selection to m edical schools  in 
term s of applicant: accepted accepted s tu­
dent ratio.

*This is the only increase in applicants in a 
decade. The number of applicants in1980, was 
7,286.
“ Most recent year for which statistics are avail 
able.

■  Nationwide— Veterinary Schools
1989-1990  Num ber of applicants: 3 ,955*
1988-1989 Num ber of applicants: 3,922 
Percentage accepted: 56.45 
Percentage of female a p p lic a n ts : 63%  
Percentage of m ino rities: 7 .98%

■  Nationwide— Medical Schools
**1 9 8 9  Num ber of applicants: 29,915 
Number enro lled: 15,867 
Percentage accepted: 53%
Percentage of female applicants: 39 .2%  
Percentage of racial m inorities: 11.2%

n. r, g U U tb t  u.

VE .Y

■  College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Cornell
1989-90  Num ber of applicants: 447 
1988-89  Num ber of applicants: 451 
1990 Percentage accepted: 18%  
Percentage of female app licants: 69%  
Percentage m ino rity  applicants: 10.29

■  Class of 1994
Gender ratio: 25 males: 55 females 
M in o rity  students: 21%
Cornell undergraduates: 38%
Avg. GPA: 3.43
Avg. GRE: 1278 (Com bined verbal and 
quantita tive scores)
Avg. years of post-secondary education: 4.63

FLOW ER LIBR AR Y

Learning to 
Learn
D ire c to r  G uid es 
E d u c a tio n a l  

D ev elo p m en t

Dr. Katherine Edmondson

C
om puter s im u la tio n s ... sm all group 
d is c u s s io n s . . .  tu to ria l p ro g ra m s . 
. .  p roblem -based le a rn in g .. .  A 
conversation w ith  Dr. Katherine M. Edm ond­

son is peppered w ith  phrases like those. As 
the new D irector of the Office of Educational 
Developm ent at the College she uses such 
te rm ino logy to emphasize her interest in s tu­
dent learn ing strategies and student concep­
tions  of knowledge. It’s an interest she hopes 
to share w ith  facu lty mem bers and students.

Dr. Edm ondson jo in s  the co llege 's staff at a 
tim e of expanding cu rricu la r and educational 
in itia tives. Faculty m em bers are searching 
fo r new ways to teach and fo r students to 
learn in form ation that w ill prepare them  for 
the future. Says Dr. Edm ondson, who ho lds 
master's and doctora l degrees in cu rricu lum  
and instruction, "Professors are faced w ith 
the enorm ous challenge of try ing  to isolate 
the m ain ideas and key issues to problem s 
students may face years later as p rac titio ­
ners. So now instead of theo ld  m odel— which 
was, You come as a student and I'l I teach you 
everyth ing you need to know to be a 
doctor— students now need to learn the sk ills  
to th ink  as doctors. S tudents need the sk ills  
to figu re  out what they need to know, how to 
find  that ou t and learn it effectively, then 
eval uate what they're fi nd i n g . We're teach i ng 
th ink ing  sk ills  in add ition  to in fo rm ation  and 
c lin ica l s k ills — a way of learning how to 
learn.”

The com puter w ill be part o f the learning 
process. "Com puter s im u la tions  are a m uch 
more real illus tra tion  than a static tw o -d i-  
m ensional d raw ing," expla ins Dr. Edm ond­
son. "S tudents w ill actually  see and experi­
ence a process. S im u la tions  are not go ing to 
replace textbooks or lectures, but they may 
free up some lecture tim e, so the professor 
can concentrate on other th ings  or a llow  the 
students to w ork in sm all groups. They p ro­
v ide one alternative to trad itiona l m ethods.”

Other alternatives m igh t inc lude the devel­
opm ent of tu toria l p rogram s to accom pany 
lectures and be made available in the m ic ro ­
com puting  center fo r students to review 
material they were unsure of or sk ip  to new 
areas. Problem -based learning, another 
op tion , has already been the focus o f a w ork­
shop organized over the sum m er. Coopera­
tive  learn ing— where students essentia lly 
teach each other— is s til I another innovation 
to consider.

Explains Dr. Edm ondson, "There are many 
d iffe rent k inds of m ethods that can be tried 
and some facu lty  mem bers are already using 
such innovations. I th ink  part of challenge is 
to help the rest of the facu lty understand what 
those ind iv idua ls  are do ing. This in ter­
change can be p roductive, en ligh ten ing , and 
save everyone the process of re -inventing 
the w heel.”

W ith  th is  in m ind, tw ice -m on th ly  luncheons 
are planned where facu lty m em bers w ho are 
try ing  d ifferent teaching m ethods can share 
the ir w ork w ith co lle a g u e s . Dr. Edm ondson 
is also surveying facu lty m em bers to deter­
m ine interests and d iscover what faculty 
w ou ld  find  he lp fu l. She hopes to begin 
addressing those issues soon.

The process may not be easy but the goals 
are w orthw h ile  and a sm ooth trans ition  is 
possib le. Edm ondson says, “ Faculty are 
already th ink ing  about the ir classes, the ir 
students, about what they’re go ing to do in 
the ir next lecture. There is an effort to move 
away from  the lock-step cu rricu lum  to a 
more flex ib le  plan. It’s not so m uch that 
professors w ill have an add itiona l vo lum e of 
in fo rm ation , techniques and strategies to 
learn and then app ly  to the ir c lassroom s. It’s 
more learning to ask new questions and take 
a new angle on som ething in w hich they’re 
already fam ilia r. Ith in k  it's  an effort to try  and 
keep the best of both w orlds— to take a 
good, so lid  basic education and com ple­
ment it w ith  a very s trong, but more specia l­
ized and flex ib le  approach. And that's part of 
the cha llenge.”
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I Centennial 
Medallions 
Awarded

Dr. S. Aldrich

’T* If

Dr. M. Holmes

Dr. A. Weinberg

T hree ind iv idua ls  were recently hon ­
ored fo r the ir con tribu tions  to the 

veterinary m edical profession in New York 
State. At the September A dv isory  C ouncil 
meeting of the College of Veterinary M ed i­
c ine at Corne ll, they each received the New 
York State Veterinary M edica l Society's 
Centennial Gold M eda llion  “fo r exemplary 
service in the quest for a better life for man 
and an im als." In 1990, the society celebrates 
its centennial year by paying tribute  to people 
w ho, th rough dedicated w ork and c om m it­
ment, have helped to ensure the continued 
strength and health of the veterinary profes­
s ion. The recip ients are Dr. Stanley A ld rich , 
Dr. M acDonald Holm es and Dr. A rno ld  
W einberg:

Dr. A ld rich , a 1950 graduate o fthe  C ollege of 
Veterinary M edic ine and a Long Island prac­
titioner, has been active fo r a num ber of years 
in state and national veterinary m edical o r­
ganizations. He was president of the Long 
Island Veterinary M edical A ssocia tion in 
1961, president of the New York State Veteri­
nary M edical Society in 1972, and president 
o fthe  Am erican Veterinary M edical A ssocia­
tion  in 1980-81. From 1977 to 1987, Dr. 
A ld rich  served on the New York State Board 
for Veterinary M edic ine, the body that ad­
m in iste rs  o ffic ia l exam inations for veteri­
narians w ish ing  to practice in the state. He 
was named Veterinarian of the Year by the 
New York State Veterinary M edical Society 
in 1981 and Outstanding P ractitioner of the 
Northeast Region by the Am erican A nim al 
Hospita l Associa tion in 1982.

At C orne ll’s College of Veterinary M edic ine 
Dr. A ld rich  has also been active in co llege 
and a lum ni affairs. He served as president of 
the co llege ’s A lum ni A ssocia tion in 1974 
and 1975 and co-cha ir of the co llege ’s 1976 
Campaign fo r Excellence. A m em ber of the 
co llege ’s A dvisory C ouncil, he served as its 
chair in 1986 and 1987. He presently serves 
on the Cornell U n ivers ity  Council.

Dr. M acDonald Holmes, Dean of the D iv i­
s ion of A gricu lture  and Natural Resources, 
College of A gricu lture  and Technology at 
SUNY C ob lesk ill, is an a lum nus o f C orne ll’s 
College of A gricu lture  and Life Sciences and 
a 1961 graduate of the U n ivers ity ’s College 
of Veterinary M edic ine. A form er m em ber of 
the co llege ’s A dvisory C ouncil, Dr. Holmes 
chaired the council from  1982 to 1985.

Dr. Holm es practiced veterinary m edicine 
fo r 27 years in Lawyersville, near C ob lesk ill, 
New York. During those years, he served 
e ight years on the Executive Board of the New 
York State Veterinary M edical Society and as 
president of the C atskill M ounta in  Veterinary 
M edical Association. In 1988, he left veteri­
nary m edical practice to assume h is present 
respons ib ilities  as dean at SUNY C ob lesk ill. 
He is currently  cha ir o f the New York State 
Board fo r Veterinary M edic ine and a member 
of the Am erican Veterinary M edical A ssocia­
tion, New York State Veterinary M edical 
Society, the jo in t staff in A gricu ltura l Educa­
tion , Gamma S igm a Delta, and Cornell Co­
operative Extension.

Dr. A rno ld  W einberg is a professor of m ed i­
cine at Harvard M edical School, and served 
as chair of the C ollege ’s A dvisory C ouncil 
from  1988 un til 1990. Dr. W einberg's lead­
ership supported in itia tives that led to a re-

They've helped to ensure 
the continued strength and 
health of the veterinary 
profession.

vamped college cu rricu lum , the construc­
tion  of new college fac ilities  and the neces­
sary fund ing  to achieve these goals.

Dr. W einberg com pleted h is  undergraduate 
w ork at C ornell Un ivers ity and received his 
m edical degree from  Harvard in 1956. His 
ties w ith  Cornell were strengthened when his 
daughter Carolyn, C lass of 1981, entered 
C orne ll’s College of Veterinary M edic ine.

In add ition  to his academic and adm in is tra ­
tive respons ib ilities  as professor of m edi­
cine at Harvard M edica l School and medical 
d irector at M IT, Dr. W einberg serves as a 
senior physic ian at M assachusetts General 
Hospita l and on the boards of consu lta tion  at 
a num ber of Boston area teaching hosp ita ls  
and Harvard U niversity. The recip ient of 
num erous teaching awards in m edicine, Dr. 
W einberg has pub lished extensively in the 
area of c lin ica l in fectious disease and m edi­
cal m ic rob io logy, two of h is research inter­
ests.

Empire Games 
Entry
Sandy Young ‘93 
Swims the Fast Lane

Being a female sw im m er you ’re proba­
b ly  over the h ill at 16," says Sandy 

Young ’93. Even so, at the advanced age of 
23 Sandy began com petitive  sw im m ing and 
qualified fo r the master’s d iv is ion  in the 
Empire State Games th is  past summer. The 
master’s d iv is ion  is fo r people 21 years of 
age and older, and offers a way to sw im  
com petitive ly  w ith  people in the same age 
group.

Sandy began sw im m ing  because of an un­
fortunate occurrence. As a firs t-year veteri­
nary student she had to take a leave of 
absence in the academic year of 1988-89 to 
undergo in testina l surgery. It was during  her 
recuperation that she jo ined the Ithaca YM CA 
and started sw im m ing  laps in the m orn ings. 
When she returned to veterinary college in 
the fa ll of 1989, she continued sw im m ing. 
“Then I saw a notice that the Y M C A  was 
starting a master's group in sw im m ing ," she 
recalls. “ I'd heard people say if I ever had a 
chance to jo in  a master’s group, it wou ld  
really  im prove m y stroke. So I said I’d try  it."

Sandy swam laps during  the week and at­
tended team practice once a week. Towards 
the end of the spring  semester, however, 
academic pressures made her cut back. Much 
to her surprise, in the beg inn ing of the 
sum m er she received a letter from  the team 
coach no tify ing  sw im m ers of preparations 
fo r the Empire State Games. By m id-June 
Sandy was back in the sw im  w ith tw ice- 
weekly tra in ing  practices and w orkouts  in 
the m orn ings.

Less than a m onth and a half later, she swam 
in her firs t com petitive  meet. She explains, 
“The Empire State Games have a set of tim es 
per distance per age group, so if you want to 
sw im  that distance in the Games, you m ust 
have a tim e that is under such and such. I 
had to do a qua lify ing  meet to  have certified 
tim es, so I swam in a meet in Rochester in the 
beg inn ing of Ju ly .”
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Sandy Young '93

Sandy qua lified  fo r the Empire Games and 
competed in the freestyle 50-, 100-, 400- 
and 800 meter events. (E ight-hundred me­
ters is half a m ile .) She won gold m edals in 
the 50 and 800 meters freestyle and bronze 
medals in the 100 and 400 meters. “ I really 
put a lo t o f effort in to th is  sum m er,” Sandy 
says. “ I said th is  is som ething I want to do. 
I liked the feeling of being on a team. We 
encouraged each other, got each other ready, 
and jus t had a great time. Not having com ­
peted in sw im m ing  before I d id n ’t know  how 
I w ou ld  do com pared to everyone else. But 
I beat my personal best times, so I was real ly 
happy about that.”

A new master's sw im m ing  program  began 
in October at the YMCA. Sandy isn ’t sure 
she’ll make a ll the practices— a busy sec­
ond-year veterinary student, she's coo rd i­
nator of the Avian C lin ic , a student-run 
c lin ic fo r  in jured w ild  b irds. The recip ient of 
three scho la rsh ips* awarded on the basis of 
financia l need and academic standing, 
Sandy is also com m itted to her studies. 
"The w orkouts  in the m orn ing , “she says, 
"g ive me a good routine. I feel better about 
m yself and have more confidence and a little  
m ore energy because I have that exercise.” 
Looking back on her foray into com petitive  
sw im m ing, she adds, “ I never thought it 
w ou ld  be anyth ing I cou ld  do. Y ou ’re jus t 
never too o ld ."

* Sandy Young has received the Dr. John W. 
and V ivian M. Earl S cholarship, the H ilda G. 
and W alter D. Way Scholarsh ip  and the Joel 
Rosenman Leventhal Scholarship.

I Summertime
Researchers

♦  By Metta Winter

E ach sum m er seven veterinary s tu­
dents from  the firs t, second and th ird  
year classes have an opportun ity  to 

try  the ir hand at the ir own research projects 
through the National Research Service 
Sum m er S tudent Research Fe llow ship  Pro­
gram.

“The purpose of the program  is to expose 
students to the research environm ent by 
g iv ing  them respons ib ility  fo r organizing 
and carry ing out a separate research pro ject 
during  the three sum m er m onths," said p ro­
gram d irecto r Dr. Robert M. Lewis, profes­
sor of pathology.

Taking on more than jus t a sum m er job, 
fe llow sh ip  recip ients become fu ll-fledged  
members of the “ research fam ily ," w ork ing 
side by side w ith  faculty, graduate students, 
post-doctora l fe llows, and research and 
anim al technic ians on the ir own m in i-p ro j­
ects derived from  ongoing research p ro ­
gram s in the labs where they work. Fellows 
learn appropriate laboratory techniques and 
how to generate and analyze data. At the end 
of the sum m er, they present a 20-m inu te  
sem inar on the ir results to the faculty.

The program  also offers the opportun ity  for 
pub lic  recognition of a fe llow ’s con tribu tion  
to the larger research endeavor. “ If the re­
su lts  are pos itive  and the ir w ork is part of 
pub lished sc ien tific  papers, then they are 
identified as co-au thors  of the pub lished 
w ork ,” Lewis said.

Fellows are encouraged to fu rther the ir in ­
volvem ent in research activ ities  during sub­
sequent academic years through inv ita tions 
to departmental sem inars and other events. 
Som etim es fund ing  is even available for 
continued research projects.

Typically, potentia l fe llow sh ip  recip ients are 
identified by facu lty mem bers through c lass­
room  contact. The student and the facu lty-

A Or. S. Gordon Campbell, the college’s new director of International programs, heard from 
friends down-under recently in the person of Or. Helen Jones-Fairnie from Curtin University, 
Western Australia. Dr. Jones, who was a student of Dr. Campbell’s at Melbourne University, was 
the first woman president of the Australian Veterinary Medical Association.

“The purpose of the pro­
gram is to expose students 
to the research environ­
ment”

sponsor then form ula te  a com petitive  re­
search proposal w h ich is reviewed by Dr. 
Lewis and a three-person adv isory c om m it­
tee. Th is year’s com m ittee m em bers are Dr. 
Donald Schlafer, associate professor of pa­
tho logy; Dr. Drew Noden, professor of anat­
omy; and Dr. D w ight Bowman, assistant 
professor of m ic rob io logy, im m uno logy and 
parasito logy. The selection of fe llow s occurs 
in A pril of each year.

Any facu lty m em ber in the college actively 
engaged in applied c lin ica l or basic, bench- 
type research can sponsor a sum m er re­
search fe llow . This past sum m er’s fe llo w - 
sponsor teams conducted pro jects in the 
areas of pharm acology, pathology, anatom y 
and reproductive physio logy.

C orne ll U n ivers ity 's College of Veterinary 
M ed ic ine  has offered Sum m er S tudent Re­
search Fe llow ships fo r seven years and has

fund ing  fo r three more. The idea behind the 
fe llow sh ips  is to spark students' interest in 
research early in the ir m edical education. 
“First-year students come to veterinary school 
w ith  one focus, that is to become a practicing 
veterinarian," said Dr. Lewis. “The National 
Institutes of Health established the fe llow ­
sh ips  as part of a National Health Sciences 
M anpower Program so that students could 
see a d ifferent end po in t to the ir tra in ing , to 
in fluence some to consider research and 
eventual em ploym ent in an academic set­
ting ."

A ccord ing to Dr. Lewis, the p rogram ’s long 
range goal is to m ainta in the health o f the 
profession by keeping academia supplied 
w ith the next generation of young faculty. 
“W ithou t a steady in flux  of b righ t young 
faculty, veterinary schoo ls  would  become 
stagnant," he said.

Conducting the ir own research pro jects is an 
eye-opener fo r students. “M ost are amazed 
at how m uch w ork is involved in getting a 
little  b it of in fo rm ation ," said Dr. Lewis. 
“Some are turned on by th is  w h ile  others 
come away saying, ‘I can't understand why 
anybody w ou ld  go into th is  business!"' But 
e ither way, fe llow s and facu lty a like en thus i­
astica lly  endorse th is  successful program .



I Academic 
Notes

Dr. Peter Daels

Dr. Harold Hintz

Dr. Francis Kalifelz

Dr. Bud Tennant

B io s a f e ty  D ire c to r  

A ppointed

Dr. Larry Thompson has jo ined the staff of 
the D iagnostic  Laboratory as biosafety d irec­
to r and c lin ica l tox ico log is t. Dr. Thom pson 
w ill develop, im plem ent and supervise p ro ­
gram s re lating to the pro tection of em p loy­
ees from  occupational and environm ental 
hazards. He w ill also be involved in exten­
s ion  services in the area of c lin ica l to x ic o l­

ogy.

Dr. Thom pson is a graduate o fthe  Univers ity 
of W iscons in -R iver Falls and the College of 
Veterinary M edic ine at the U nivers ity  of I l l i­
nois where he is com ple ting the Ph.D. in 
veterinary tox ico logy. He also has been 
associated in a research and teaching capac­
ity w ith  the Il lin o is  A nim al Poison Inform a­
tion  Center and the Laboratories of Veteri­
nary D iagnostic M ed ic ine  at the Univers ity  of 
Illin o is . Dr. Thom pson is  a d ip lom ate of the 
Am erican Board of Veterinary Toxicology.

Dr. Hintz In d u cted  in to  
E qu ine  R e s e a r c h  Hall 
o f  F a m e

Dr. Harold Hintz professor of anim al nu­
tr ition , is one of the firs t inductees in to the 
Equine Research Hall of Fame at the U niver­
s ity  o f Kentucky. In th is  the inaugural year of 
the award, a total of 12 equine research 
scientis ts  w ill be honored at cerem onies in 
Lexington in December.

Dr. H intz is recognized fo r the m ajor in flu ­
ence he has had on the d irection  of and rapid 
advancement in the fie ld  of equine nu trition . 
P laques honoring each inductee w ill be hung 
in the Equine Research Hall of Fame, located 
in the U n ivers ity ’s M axwell H. G luck Equine 
Research Center. The crite ria  fo r e lig ib ility  
fo r induction  into the Equine Research Hall of 
Fame requires that nom inees be researchers 
who have contributed a s ign ifican t body of 
research over an extended period and that 
they be scientis ts  w ho have “dedicated the ir 
careers to expanding the body of knowledge 
o f equine science through the ir con tribu tions  
to basic or applied research.”

■  On AVMA C ou ncil For 
R e s e a r c h

Dr. Bud Tennant, the James Law Profes­
sor of Com parative M edic ine, has been 
elected to a six-year term  as a m em ber of the 
Am erican Veterinary M edical A ssocia tion 's 
C ouncil on Research.

For a lm ost a decade, Dr. Tennant has been 
study ing the link between the hepatitis B 
v irus  group and live r cancer. It is estimated 
that, worldw ide, more than 250 m illion  people 
are chron ic  carriers of the hepatitis B virus, 
and more than 300,000 die each year from  
liver cancer attributed to the vira l infection. 
H is pro ject currently  is funded by an $8.9 
m illio n  NIH grant to study the w oodchuck 
hepatitis  v irus , a v iru s s im ila r to  the hepatitis 
B v irus  that affects humans. The w ork may 
lead to im proved m ethods of com bating 
hepatitis and liver c a n c e r.

Dr. Tennant is a d ip lom ate and past-p res i- 
dent of the Am erican College of Veterinary 
Internal M edic ine He has been a mem ber of 
the C orne ll facu lty since 1972. He is a 
m em ber of the Am erican G astroentero logi­
cal A ssocia tion, the Am erican Association 
fo r the Study of Liver D iseases, the Am erican 
Institute of N u trition , the AVM A, and the New 
York Academy of Sciences. He was n om i­
nated fo r the council pos ition  by the New 
York State Veterinary M edical Society, of 
w h ich  he is also a member.

■  T h e r io g e n o lo g is t  

J o i n s  F a c u lty

Dr. Peter Daelshas been appointed assis­
tant professor of theriogeno logy at the C o l­
lege of Veterinary M edic ine. A native of 
Ghent, Belg ium , Dr. Daels graduated from  
the State U nivers ity  of Ghent w ith  a degree in 
veterinary m edicine. He com pleted an in ­
ternsh ip  in large anim al m edic ine at W ash­
ington State Univers ity  and a residency in 
equine reproduction at the University  of 
C a lifo rn ia-D avis . He recently com pleted his 
Ph.D. degree.

■  Dr. C oop er R e c e iv e s  

R a ls to n  Purina 

R e s e a r c h  Award

Dr. Barry Cooper, associate professor of 
pathology, College of Veterinary M edicine, 
Cornell U niversity, was honored recently a 
recip ient of the 13th Annual Ralston Purina 
Sm all A nim al Research Awards.

Dr. Cooper received his award fo r research in 
pathogenesis of neurom uscular diseases in 
sm all anim als. H is characterization of an 
inherited m yopathy of canines at the pheno­
typ ic  and m olecu lar levels has provided the 
firs t defin itive  evidence that m uscular dys­
trophy occurs in dom estic anim als.

The Ralston Purina Sm all A nim al Research 
Awards are given annually  to five ve terinari­
ans, nu trition is ts  and other pro fessiona ls in 
the sm all anim al veterinary fie ld. Recipients 
are selected fo r o rig in a lity  and s ign ificance 
of research perform ed, as well as fo r the 
qua lity  of the pub lica tions  p rin ting  such 
research. Award w inners are selected by the 
Am erican Veterinary M edical Association 
C ouncil on Research.

K alife lz  In terim  

D ire c to r  VMTH

Dr. Francis A. Kalifelz w ill serve as 
in terim  d irecto r of the Veterinary M edical 
Teaching Hospita l un til a new d irector is 
appointed som etim e next spring. Dr. Kalifelz 
replaces the hosp ita l's  fo rm er d irector, Dr. 
Robert Playter, who is now the associate 
dean fo r c lin ica l and outreach program s at 
Texas A & M 's  College of Veterinary M ed i­
cine. Dr. Kalifelz is a professor of c lin ica l 
nu trition  and chief o f the section of rad io ­
log ica l and physical d iagnostics.
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Dubovi Named 

A s s o c ia t e  D ire c to r
Dr. E v an s  Honored 

by AAVA

Dr. Edward Dubovi

Dr. Howard E. Evans

Dr. Edward E. Dubovi has been named 
associate d irector of the D iagnostic  Labo­
ratory. In add ition  to h is continued respon­
s ib ilit ie s  as d irector of the v iro lo gy  section, 
Dr. Dubovi w ill assist the laboratory ’s d i­
rector, Dr. Donald Lein, in the adm in is tra ­
tion  of da ily  operations. These include 
d irection  of the laboratory ’s research ef­
forts, extension services and interaction 
w ith the pub lic , p ub lic  agencies and indus­
try  groups.

Dr. Dubovi received a B.A. in b io logy  from  
the U nivers ity  o f Pennsylvania in 1967 and 
a master’s degree in v iro lo gy  from  Purdue 
U nivers ity  the fo llow ing  year. In 1975 he 
earned a doctorate in m ic rob io logy  at the 
Univers ity  of P ittsburgh.

Dr. Howard E. Evans professor em eritus of 
veterinary and com parative anatomy, has 
received the “Outstanding AchievementAward’’ 
from  the Am erican A ssocia tion of Veterinary 
Anatom ists (AAVA). The award acknowledges 
ind iv idua ls  fo r outstanding con tribu tions  in 
teaching, research or service to the d isc ip line  
of veterinary anatomy.

In presenting the award, the AAVA praised Dr. 
Evans’s con tribu tion  to such outstanding 
books as Miller's Anatomy of the Dog, and 
Miller's Guide to the Dissection o f the Dog 

w hich  are w ide ly  used th roughout the w orld . 
H is “ in fectious” dedication and enthusiasm  
fo r com parative anatom ic research were cited, 
as well as Dr. Evans’s con tribu tions  to inves­
tiga tions  into the prenatal developm ent of

several dom estic species and h is anatom ic 
stud ies in the non-dom estic  species.

Dr. Evans has served as president of both the 
AAVA and the W orld  A ssocia tion of Veteri­
nary Anatom ists (WAVA), was an associate 
ed itor of the American Journal of Anatomy 

and is s till an associate ed itor o f the Journal 

of Morphology. He is an honorary member 
of Phi Zeta, and an honorary life m em ber of 
the AVMA.

I Update on 
Construction

Pipes and 
planning

v
V

A  Architect's drawing showing eastern 
view of the Hospital/Research Building with 
entrances to the food animal and equine 
animal barns.

F all and early w in te r saw the firs t 
s igns  of construction  on the 
C ollege’s new faciIities. U tility  Iines 

were relocated out o f the path of future 
bu ild ing  sites and w ork began on the 
removal of asbestos from  an abandoned 
steam line runn ing  a long the south side of 
the campus. C onstruction of the new hos­
pita l/research b u ild ing  w ill expose th is  line 
and, fo r health and safety reasons, the 
asbestos m ust be removed.

The firs t of the new bu ild ings , the Prim ary 
Teaching Center (PTC) w ill become the 
geographic center and tra ffic  hub o f the c o l­

lege. P lans fo r the PTC were com pleted and 
subm itted in Novem ber fo r review by the State 
Univers ity  C onstruction Fund. At th is  pace, 
the p ro ject cou ld  go to b id by the firs t of the 
year, w ith  construction  s tarting in A pril. P lan­
ning fo r the largest com ponent, the h osp ita l/ 
research b u ild ing , is a lso progressing and 
construction  on that fa c ility  cou ld  begin by 
m idsum m er, 1991.

In the m eantime, the New York State Depart­
ment of A gricu lture  and Markets has received 
an appropria tion  of $500 ,000 fo r the p lann ing 
of expanded D iagnostic  Laboratory fac ilities . 
New fac ilities  fo r the laboratory were not in ­

cluded in the C ollege ’s o rig ina l $82 m illio n  
construction  program . To compensate fo r a 
critica l space shortage, several D iagnostic 
Laboratory services and program s have 
moved to o ff-cam pus laboratories. Expan­
s ion  of the D iagnostic Laboratory at the 
college w ould  b ring  these program s back to 
campus.

V is ito rs  to cam pus shou ld  be aware that 
many offices and departm ents w ill be m ov­
ing to avoid construction . Access routes to 
bu ild ings  may also be disrupted. Your 
patience and tolerance are requested as the 
college makes th is  transition .



A  A new interactive computer simulation will teach users how to diagnose swine diseases

I Compters & 
Pigs

Improving 
Diagnostic Skills

r. Barbara Straw is m aking a case 
that p igs are a neglected 
species— at least in theclassroom . 

“ In the present cu rricu lum , little  tim e has 
been a llocated to sw ine," she says. Dr. 
Straw, sw ine extension veterinarian in the 
col lege’s D iagnostic Laboratory, explains that 
on ly  a few hours in the entire four-year DVM 
cu rricu lum  deal specifica lly  w ith p igs. A va il­
able class tim e restricts lectures to the sa li­
ent features of various diseases and gives 
students little  or no practice in d iagnosis. Dr. 
Straw feels that such ins truction  is in su ffi­
c ient and she’s do ing som eth ing about it.

Dr. Straw recently received a lum ni funds to 
develop an interactive com puter s im u la tion  
that teaches users how to d iagnose swine 
diseases by show ing a s ick anim al and re­

spond ing  to questions on the an im a l’s h is ­
tory. The s im u la tion  uses an IBM  or IB M - 
com patib le  com puter w ith an interactive 
software program , linked to a random access 
s lide pro jector. Because the com puter can 
d irect the s lide  pro jecto r to d isp lay any de­
sired si ide, users can ask to sees the affected 
an im a l, environm ental cond itions on the pig 's 
hom e farm  or in form ation from  on-farm  
d iagnostic  tests like necropsies, b lood and 
im pression smears and fecal exam inations. 
Th is is where d iagnostic  s k ills  are devel­
oped. Says Dr. Straw, “Because they’re 
look ing at a slide, users w ill have to deter­
m ine fo r them selves the cond ition  of the 
p ig ’s eyes, skin or mucosa. They'll learn to

assess cond itions  by seeing the affected 
anim al rather than through w ritten in form a­
tion  on the com puter screen.”

In the s im u la tions, users w ill a lso learn the 
effective questions to ask to solve a problem . 
“ For instance," says Dr. Straw, “the program  
has 120 possib le h istory questions that could 
be pertinent. The person using th is  system 
w ill qu ick ly  learn what questions are perti­
nent to  what k inds of problem s. It's the same 
w ith the physical exam ination. There are so 
many th ings  they cou ld  look at, they’ll learn 
to narrow that down. In the process they’ll 
learn what 'no rm a ls ’ are.”

The in form ation the user accum ulates aids in 
m aking a d iagnosis. If the d iagnos is  is 
correct, the com puter rates how e ffic iently  
the user determ ined the correct d iagnosis. If 
incorrect, the user is encouraged to return to 
the s im u la tion  to co llect more in form ation.

When the interactive program  is com pleted 
there w ill be 125 different s im u la tions; 
som etim e in late spring 1991, a m odified 
program w ill be available. Explains Dr. Straw, 
“The num ber of diseases, the history, the 
physical and the c lin ica l testing that can be 
done have been planned out. We're taking 
the p ictures and I’ve put a few s im u la tions  
together to see how they w ork .” Dr. Straw 
had o rig in a lly  thought one farm cou ld  be 
used fo r all s im u la tions  but as it tu rns out, 
that doesn’t work. “For each problem , you 
real ly need a d ifferent farm . It means a better 
s im u la tion  in the long run and it a llow s the 
user to see more farm s w ith a num ber of 
d ifferent diseases," she says.

The interactive com puter s im u la tion  w ill be 
housed at the College where it w ill be avail­
able to veterinary students. Dr. Straw also 
sees the program  being of value to p ractitio ­
ners, especia lly  practitioners w ho may not 
have many herds in the ir practice but who 
w ish they had an opportun ity  to see more. 
She hopes to have a program  w ith s lide 
pro jector available fo r loan to practitioners 
and at professional meetings.
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