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Directory of some writings of Robert L. Sproull (RLS)

This is a listing that identifies a set of documents written at various times by RLS
and scanned into PDF files. These are documents that his children found in his
possession when he died. Many of these documents were accompanied by notes
written by RLS: these notes are bracketed < > here for clear identification.

The exact provenance of many of these documents is murky. Several underwent
revisions; we have tried to find a complete version, which may not be what RLS
viewed as the final version. We have made no attempt to capture multiple versions.
Some of these writings have appeared in other places, perhaps with changes. Some
are transcripts or other records of presentations RLS made.

We have made no attempt to collect RLS writings as a research physicist; most are
presumably in the technical literature.

Scanned files are cited in brackets: points you to the file FO2.PDF.
Biographical writings and talks

RLS gave extensive interviews to UofR to document his time in the administration.

He supplemented it with a written account of time when he was not at UofR. This is

. [t refers to a collection of “ingredients” or vignettes, using a notation “@title”.

These ingredients can be found in ; for “@5 Trembling” see also ; for “DS”
[F27]

see [F27]; for “CP” see [F09] and [F10]|

RLS also gave several talks about his life. At Deep Springs, he was invited to give the
Withrow Lectures, which touched on management and leadership: “Three by Three”

[F02]

“Careers of One Physicist,” 21 October 1998. [[F09]. <The Physics Colloquium
Committee of the UofR suggested that I give this colloquium.> Also includes some
notes [F10]} perhaps of material that RLS chose to omit from the talk.

A collection of short bios and one version of his CV is|[F53]

A partial list of notes, reports, speeches, and talks is [F54].

ARPA and government

“The Interdisciplinary Materials Laboratories—An Appreciation,” 8 April 1965.
[F37



“House Armed Services Committee,” 8 July 1987. <Congressman John Spratt
of the House Armed Services Committee arranged a session in which I was the sole
witness. About 5 of the Committee were present. There were sharp and naive
questions from Bennet and 7?7 (I believe from Berkeley) but Spratt asked good
questions and kept control. Congreeeman Jim Olin had introduced me to Spratt.>

“House Science and Technology Committee,” 8 February 1989.[F41]| Testimonry by
RLS as chair of Dept. of Energy Basic Sciences Advisory Committee.

Deep Springs

Speech on co-education, 19 October 1986. Transcript. [[F15]

“A Unique Institution,” 9 March 1996.|[F27]

“Report of the Long Range Planning Committee,” November 1980. |[F43] This
report begins “This is the report of a Committee that never met.”

Two interviews with Brad Edmondson, late 2002, corrected in early 2003 [F56]
Cornell

“Early History of Clark Hall,” 20 October 1965. [F49]| Remarks at dedication of Clark
Hall.

University of Rochester

“University of Rochester—Goals and Aspirations,” talk to Public Affairs
administrative staff, 17 October 1972.

Note to Steering Committee of Faculty Senate, 13 January 1969[F39]

Inaugural speech, 1 February 1975. [[FO5]. This was of course reprinted elsewhere,
notably the Rochester Review, Spring 1975.

“The Strange World of Nuclear Deterrence,” 18 April 1984. <”Wednesday
Evening Talks” were administered at my request by Kenneth Clark. I had proposed
them when thinking that our faculty were giving public lectures to many audiences
but not to the campus. This may have also been used for Pundit and Fortnightly.>

“Why Quantum Mechanics Matters,” 19 November 1985. Talk given in Katherine
Hunter’s course for UofR medical students.| [FO8]

“The Computer Science Department,” 13 October 2000.|[F44]

Administration and management



House Rules, 1974 and 1981. [[F24]| RLS was a stickler for editing and preparing
documents; these were the “house rules” for the UofR staff.

“Some Principles of Bureaucracy,”1979.[F46]
“Sybron Corporation: an illustration of corporate governance”

“Discussion of the Future,” 9 February 1988. [[F47]| Apparent transcript of a talk to
the Commonwealth Fund Board of Directors. Notes are in|[F48]

Talks about universities, science, research, and education

“The University, Today and Tomorrow,” 26 May 1976. <Talk at Conference on
Universities and Medical Education. Leeds Castle, Kent, UK. There was one speaker
from UK on universities and one from UK on medical. There was one from US on
universities (me) and one from US on medical. I think Hugh Luchey of Cornell was
responsible for my invitation. This was a very formal affair (dressing for dinner, for
example) at the renovated castle given to the British Medical Society by the
American Fairfax family.>

“Kazakhstan and Georgie: Science and Survival,” 28 October 1994. [F13]

“Global Warming,” 1996. . Prepared as part of RLS role in Republic of China’s
Science and Technology Advisory Group (STAG). <This was additional language
appended to my report to the Premier. The crossed out portions were eliminated to
fit within the allotted time.>

“A Research Educator’s Viewpoint on Science, Technology, and the Modern
Industrial Corporation,” 6 April 1986, remarks to General Motors advisory board.
[F16]

“Striking the balance between public and private interests and responsibilities:
situation in the United States,” November 1987. Delivered at a conference
sponsored by The Economist. |[F18].

“University-industry cooperative research relations.” [F19]|“Rochester” version of
“Striking the balance...”

“Multidisciplinary Research and Education,” with Harold Hall. 1987. [F20

“From Blue Books to Bandwidth: The Future of Higher Education,” 13 October 2000
[F50]

“Nuclear Test Detection,” ~1993.|[F31]|<This was a paper at a small conference
organized by Fred Seitz and John Moore. The subject was the role of science in



policy decisions. I have forgotten the sponsors and remember only the location: the
American Chemical Society’s building in suburban Baltimore. See also the first
paragraph.>

“Nuclear Test Detection,” 1994. Outline of presentation. <Talk on science
base for policy decisions, the example of nuclear test detection. “Technical
Resources” was (I think) a beltway bandit organizing the session but I have
forgotten the occasion and the audience.>

“The Future of the U.S. Academic Research Enterprise,” 9 December 1991.
<The Government University Industry Research Roundtable was organized by Dale
Corson and the National Academy of Science staff about 1985. Initially, it was
composed of a Council and its committees. The Council members were agency
heads or agency science heads, CEQ’s and VP’s for research of corporations, and a
few working scientists and university presidents. For at least 10 years it was an
effective element of the Washington scene. One of the products was a report “The
Future of the U.S. Academic Research Enterprise.” A conference at NAS was held to
critique the penultimate version. Although my talk should be read in conjunction
with that draft, the basic ideas are understandable without it.>

“Defence, Science, and Defence Science,” 17 November 1970.([F51] [<Talk to the
annual meeting of the Canadian National Research Council, Ottawa.

Clubs: Fortnightly, Pundit, Chatterbox, Torch

Sumner: 1974. Pundit and Fortnightly. [F04]

“Universities and activism”, 16 April 1985. Torch Club. Notes. [[FO7]

“A Tale of Two Countries: Taiwan and Kazakhstan,” Fortnightly (11 October 1994)
and Pundit (25 October 1994). [F11] |

“Mission to Kazakhstan,” Chatterbox Club, May 1994. This talk was given jointly by

RLS and Mary Sproull. [[F12]

“The fuss about superconductivity,” October 1987, Pundit and Fortnightly talk.|[F17]

“National Energy Strategy,” November 1990. Pundit and Fortnightly talk,|[F21]
Also sent to Allan Bromley at the White House

“Skiing, Gold, and AC-DC”, 1999. Pundit and Fortnightly talk. [F25]

“A Quick Romp Through the Quantum Century,” 2006 [[F29]; see also Bethe tribute
iFBO]

“The Palomares Incident,” October 2002 [F33]




“Taiwan, Self Indulgence, and Education,” 17 October 1989. [F35]

“Dexter Perkins,” 20 October 1992.(F36]

“The Strange World of Nuclear Deterrence,” 18 April 1984. [F45]| Talk prepared for
UofR Wednesday evening talk that may have also been given at Pundit and/or
Fortnightly.

“Carnassa Park,” 7 October 2003. [F55] It’s unclear where this short talk was
presented; it may not have been one of the Rochester clubs.

Tributes, memorials, etc.

“The Future Comes Quantized,” 21 April 1990. [[F23]|<Principal address at
retirement dinner for James Krumhansl, Cornell.>

“Hans Albrecht Bethe”|[F30]

“Allen Wallis Memorial,” 30 October 1998.|[F40]

Robert Berman, 1992 |F52]
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