
Lisa McCabe

Web Bio

Information

Biography

Biographical Statement

Dr. Lisa McCabe is Director of the Cornell Early Childhood Program and a Research Associate at the Bronfenbrenner
Center for Translational Research.  Her research focuses broadly on early childhood education and care issues for
children, families, and child care providers. Currently she is part of a project ("Superstar Practitioners") that aims
to identify common dimensions of practi t ioners’  interpersonal  practices and skil ls  that  promote high quali ty program
implementation and positive client outcomes across diverse sett ings,  including child care.

Recent work has focused on 1) the evaluation of a unique home visiting training program ("Caring for Quality") for
home-based child care providers;  2) an exploration of early education issues in rural settings, with a focus on Universal
Pre-Kindergarten program implementation; and 3) an evaluation of New York State’s new Quality Rating and
Improvement System, a system to rate and improve the quali ty of regulated early care and education programs. In
addition, Dr.  McCabe recently worked with Chemung County to develop a multi-disciplinary training program
("CANDO") focused on child development and mental health.

Dr. McCabe is also part of the Residential Child Care Project where she contributes to evaluations of the Therapeutic
Crisis Intervention training system and the Child And Residential Experiences program. In addition to research, she
conducts trainings and outreach activit ies on topics such as addressing children’s challenging behaviors,  play-based
learning, and children’s stress in group care settings.

Before coming to the Bronfenbrenner Center for Translational Research, Dr. McCabe was a Research Scientist at the
National Center for Children and Families, Teachers College, Columbia University where she specialized in policy
oriented research focusing on early childhood education and emotional development.  She has also worked as a
center-based child care provider for infants,  toddlers and preschoolers.  Dr. McCabe received both her M.A. (1995) and
Ph.D. (1999) in Human Development from Cornell University.

 

Teaching

Professional

Current Professional Activities

Society for Research in Child Development, Member
National Association for the Education of Young Children, Member
Rochester Association for the Education of Young Children, Member
Consulitng Editor and reviewer for Early Childhood Research Quarterly
Member, Quarterly Business Review Committee, Bright Horizons Cornell Child Care Center
Board Member, Rochester Childfirst Network
Co-chair, Early Childhood Development Initiative

Research

Current Research Activities

Dr. McCabe focuses on early care and education, child development,  and program evaluation.   Current work aims
to identify common dimensions of practi t ioners’  interpersonal  practices and skil ls  that  promote high quali ty program
implementation and positive client outcomes across diverse sett ings,  including child care.  In addition, as part  of the
Residential  Child Care Project,  her current work contributes to an evaluation and development of fideli ty assessment
tools for the Therapeutic Crisis Intervention training system for residential child care facilities. Recent work has also
focused on 1) the evaluation of a unique home visiting training program ("Caring for Quality") for home-based child
care providers; 2) an exploration of early education issues in rural settings, with a focus on Universal Pre-Kindergarten
program implementation; and 3) an evaluation of New York State’s new Quality Rating and Improvement System, a
system to rate and improve the quality of regulated early care and education programs. In addition, Dr. McCabe also
recently worked with Chemung County to develop a multi-disciplinary training program ("CANDO") focused on child
development  and mental  heal th .
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Current Extension Activities

Dr. McCabe's extension work focuses on outreach in the area of early childhood education and development.    Currently,
her work focuses on translation and dissemination of results from the Superstar Practit ioners Project,  the TCI fidelity
and program evaluation, and the Rural Early Education Project.      

Dr. McCabe also conducts workshops for child care providers and parents on the following topics:   using the ERS rating
scales for child care quality improvement, parenting an infant or toddler,  challenging behaviors,  play and literacy,
children's  stress in group early care and education sett ings.

Education

Education

Ph.D. Cornell University Human Development, 1999
M.A. Cornell University Human Development, 1995
B.A. Cornell University Human Development and Family Studies, 1992
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Related Websites

ht tp : / /www.bct r .corne l l . edu/pro jec ts /corne l l -ear ly-chi ldhood-program/
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