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The Cayuga Poker Society

A Comprehensive Collection of
The Newsletters

January 1994 through October 2006

by Don Cooke



Introduction to the Cayuga Society Poker Newsletters

Don Cooke was born in 1918 and took up the game of poker in his early days.
In his book of memories he wrote of playing poker for books among his young
friends. He notes that it was an odd combination but it does explain two of
his biggest passions.... books and poker. He also mentions having a full size
pool table in his bedroom that he somehow finagled from a speakeasy that
had gone out of business. Don was no stranger to gambling or its trappings.

He continued to play poker at St. Joseph's Prep and St. Joseph's College
where he graduated in 1940. He served in General Eisenhower's HQ in World
War II as a weatherman and refined his poker skills during the war years in
Europe and North Africa before returning in the summer of 1946.

An excerpt from his memory book:

"Poker was a pretty common way for many to spend their time. This
was even more so after the war ended. There were games almost
every night and the weekend game would start Friday afternoon and
last until Monday morning. When I first got into the army I thought I
was a pretty fair player. I soon found out that I was mistaken and had
to relearn the game and eventually became pretty good at it. The
games in which I played were for large stakes and were played with
American money in the form of $100 postal money orders (we never
played with the money the army issued - we only used real money."

"But the stakes were high - T remember one bet of $700 in a game of
five-card draw and I had a full house which I folded, a move that
turned out to be correct. But $700 in 1946 was worth much more than
$700 today. Nowadays, I would not dream of playing for stakes
anywhere close to those. I came home with a lot of money - I even won
$1,500 more on the ten day trip back to the U.S. on the Sedalia
Victory. June's engagement ring came out of the poker winnings as
well as most of the furniture in setting up our first home."

After joining the Cornell University faculty he founded the Chemistry
Department game which still continues 60 years later. Upon retirement, he
broadened his poker community and whimsically founded the Cayuga Poker



Society. A self described "unusual organization with no by-laws, no dues, no
officers and no meetings". He began writing monthly newsletters that
initially focused on upcoming games and locations but expanded to several
pages of subject areas that revealed Don's interests and passions. To read
the newsletters is to know what Don Cooke was all about. Aside from the
obvious poker related material, he delved into sports, politics, history,
science and many other subjects with a keen eye on questioning accepted
notions by applying logic, statistics and sometimes exhaustive scientific
research. His sense of humor is also evident as is his eye for sultry and
curvatious women whose images he would splash across the newsletter
banners. Don would meticulously compose the newsletter late into the
evenings incorporating scanned images and his extensive library of fonts.
The early newsletters were hand colored until he purchased a color printer.
The mailing list grew o about 100 family and friends.... far more than those
actually attending the games.

He published about 150 monthly newsletters from January, 1994 to October,
2006. In a brief but poignant paragraph introduction to the final issue he
announced that he was ending the series due to June's failing health. A few
weeks later she passed away. She was his beloved companion of sixty years
and also his faithful proof reader.

Don continued as an active poker player in his final year. His poker
companions would adjust their schedules and the locations of the games to
accommodate Don's increasing immobility. His health deteriorated after
June was gone but he was active until the end of his life lining up games a
few days before he died on the September 20, 2007 of heart failure at the
age of 89.

Always an observer of the political scene we can only imagine what Don would
have written about the age of Obama, the economic collapse and the rise of

the Tea Party movement.

The Cooke family hopes you enjoy the collection.









A Private Poker Gmc

November 15, 1993

Poker Schedule:

The game on Friday, December 3, will be at DBob Raimon's. The
one on Friday. December 10. will be at Don Cocke's. Both at 8:00.

For two months in the summer, New York throughbred racing
moves to the Saratoga track. At the turn of the century. there
was a lot more 9amgh'n9 at Saratoga than was evident at the
track. There were a number of casinos ( highly illegal - but the
police got 15% of the proﬁ'fs ). The best known one was the Club
House which occupied a Palaﬁal bui!ding, now a museum. |t was
owned by Richard Canfield, who also had a couple of casinos in
New York City until a Police Commissioner named Teddy
Roosevelt decided to enforce the law. Women or local
Saratogans were not allowed to gamble at the Club House. but
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But the big gambling was at the private poker games in the
Saratoga hotels where such personalities as " Bet a Million
Gates and Diamond Jim " Brady exchanged huge amounts of
money. This was probably the heyday of big poker games, played
by very rich men. with stakes invoving hundreds of thousands of
dollars.

One of Whistlers paintings. titled * His Reverency’. depicts a
c:le.gyman with an impish smile. The reason for the impish smile
may be that the model for the picture was none other than the
notorious gambler. Richard Canfield
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THE POWER
ST HEDULE
FOR JULY

g Bob Raimon's Friday. July 1 800

Bob Boehlecke's Saturday, July 7 700
Note Date different because of the holiday
Time different for the summer

Don Cookes. Friday. July 15, 700
Note date different than previously decided

? Bart Deluca Tuesday, July 19. 100

Foker News

The most recent World Series of Foker at Dinion's Hoseshoe
Casino was the 25th anniversity of the event. Dinion's decided to
award the winner his or her weight of silver to commemorate the
occasion. The winner, Russ Hamilton. weighed in at 330 pounds ( and
$28512 )

| am sure you guys are tired of hearing me say that in over &0
years of poker playing ( at a pretty good frequency ) | have never had
a royal flush. On may 1], at the Mirage Casino in Las Vegas. at 400
PM, a fellow named Alex Hemstreet drew a royal flush in $10-20
seven card stud. Fair enough === but in the next hand he got another
royal flush. Dack to back royal flushes ===/
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(& Random number generators are an integral part of many
computer programs. For example. they are used scientifically. in
Monte Carlo calculations, as well as to control the outcome of
computer games. However, they are not perfect and the quality
of different generators is very variable. In fact, an early IBM
program. RANDU, which was widely used for scientific
purposes, was eventually discovered to be horribly flawed.
Aside from the fact that the generated numbers are not perfectly
random, they have another problem. They cyclically repeat the same sequence
of numbers. The length of the cycle varies from program to program and
computer to computer, alfhough, with modern sophisticated technology, the
cycle can be so long as to be infinite for most purposes. In older, ordinary
programs, the cycle could be short enough that an observer with enough
patience could discover bits and pieces of the sequence. especially If the
operators were careless in sfarﬁng up the sysfem. Then, with more patience,
the gambler could wait for a familiar sequence to appear. Once that happens,
the numbers which are to follow are known. and the gambler is no longer
gambh‘ng; he owns the goose that lays the golden eggs.
| came across this story in an article reporting on the fiftieth
anniversary of the breaking of the Russian code by the Americans in 1945. The
arficle went on to explain that the Russians used a ‘one-time pad with which
the sender and the receiver code and uncode the message using a shared table
of random numbers. Such a cipher is unbreakable. as long as the message Is
shorter than the number of random numbers available. Dut the Russian
program ran out of random numbers and the sequence started to repeaf. It was
then no longer invulnerable and the code was comprimised.

Luried in the article was a couple of sentences noting that the same
system was used to comprimise a casino Keno game. There were no details and
| have been unsuccessful in finding any other reference. So | have speculated as
to what might have happened. It would be nice to know how much money was
involved and how the casino wised up..| can imagine how the security people
were thinking. They evenfua”y must have had a strong suspicion they were
being taken. They could have probaby ejected the player but then they would
possibly lose the opportunity of discovering how he was doing it. | bet he
surely got a lot of attention. My guess is that they eventually called in the
consultants and discovered the Problem, | would further qguess that fhey could
not charge the individual with cheating Ferhaps he could be charged with
stealing -~ like taking candy from a baby.

N. Y. State will introduce an electronic Keno game in bars and
restuarants beginning on September 6th. There will be a drawing every five
minutes for 13 hours a day. That's 12480 numbers a day or 45 million a year.
mmmm ~ | wonder how long the repeat cycle is ? Is the algorithm crackable ?
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If you made a guess, it was too high. The |00 meter
record was established by Jeremy Badeau in i
Canserga, N. Y. in 1971, ILKS time was 1407 seconds. -
( The Guinness Book of Records ). The world
record for the 100 meter dash without snowshoes
is 9. 86 seconds. | would like to see a movie of that





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































COINCIDENCES %

In a previous issue of the poker schedule, | noted the incident of a poker player who had back-to-
back royal flushes in seven card stud. A truly long shot. But how many billions of hands of poker are dealt
in a year? Dillions of events happen every day so some of them are bound to be spectacular coincidences.
Here is one that happened to me.

About twenty years ago there was a scientific conference at Cornell and | hosted three of the visitors.
We wound up at the bar of the Statler and things went on. We had a very pleasant bartender who joined
us in the conversation. In the wee hours he told us he was off to a new job, so the drinks would be" on
the house’

Early the next morning | was on a plane to another conference. this time in Cincinnati. Following the
afternoon session. | was walking down the main drag and decided to have a drink before dinner. So |
walked into a promising hotel bar. Who is behind the bar? You guessed it =~ the same young man who had
served me much earlier the same day in Ithaca. After a couple of startled expressions of recognition, he
came up with this quick-witted remark. " It is my first day on the job. you have to pay for the drinks’

EXPORTS

If you were to look a table of the dollar value of goods exported from the United States. one of the
largest items will not even be listed. You will find that, in 1974 we exported $4 billion worth of corn. and
$3 billion of wheat, The big ones are $18 billion in airplanes. and $1¢ billion in telecommunications
equipment. But what is not mentioned is that we also exported $ 18 billion in another commodity === $100
dollars bills. It might be arqued that this item has essentially no inherent value and therefore should not
be listed.

The New York Times ( 2/24/9¢ ) reports that the total amount of U. S. money in circulation is almost
$400 billion. The surprising fact is that twothirds of this amount is circulating outside of the country.
mostly in $100 bills. In many countries, the $100 bill is the de facto coin of the realm. For example. in
Russia, while the ruble is the official currency. the real currency is the American dollar. Will Safire, a
columnist for the Times, note that the U. S. accrues $24 billion ( $18 billion from overseas ) a year from
the “float” on the money in circulation. Here is how he reasons - The mint prints a $100 bill for relatively
zero cost. A bank will buy the bill for $100 in true worth. The government has this money available until
that $100 bill is returned, worn out, to be redeemed. In the meantime. the feds have loaned that money out
at 6*% interest. What a deal ! The U. S. Mint is a money making machine in more than one way.

FINANCIAL EUPHEMISMS

In May of 1901. and again in October 1907, the stock market took a tumble and the
newspaper headlines screamed, Panic on Wall Street . In fact. the periods became
known as the Panic of 1901 and the Fanic of 1907 Naturally. neither the stock brokers
nor the politicians liked the use of the word " panic " because of the impression that
 the word conveyed about the state of the market and the economy. In 1929 the stock
market debacle was headlined Wall Street Crashes and the following economic disaster

a better word ). But the word * depression " was still too gloomy. and evolved into "
\ 7 recession”. But the work of cleaning up the economy was not finished. There had to

be a more positive spin. So now, when the market goes down we have a " correction”
It's as though it is good for the market to " correct " itself and gain strength by going down. An ever more
imaginative expression is " profit taking " which implies that you can make money when your stocks go down.
The financial world and the politicians have come a long way from " panic " to " profit taking * to describe
a declining stock market. And you think that the spin doctors on Madison Avenue don't earn their money ?









FALSE POSITIVES 7

You have just returned from the Far East and you don't seem to be feeling just right> Finally
you decide to see a doctor and she does not find anything wrong. Just to make sure, she orders
a number of laboratory tests for diseases with which you may have come in contact with during
your visit. At a follow-up appointment, the doctor has some bad news. She tells you that you
have the Durmese Heebie Jeebies. which is a rare disease that affects only one in 10000 travelers.
8" She goes on to explain that it is a serious malady which gets progressively worse. That's the
bad news. What's the good news. The good news is that it is unlikely that you have the Burmese
" Heebie Jeebies despite the positive laboratory test.

Medical diagnostic tests do not always give the correct answer. Errors can creep in. There are errors such
as mislabling. procedural mistakes, sample deterioration. etc. The extent of such errors can be minimized by
laboratory discipline. But there are also inherent errors. A good test would give the correct answer 77% of
the time. That is pretty good except for the fact that one percent of the answers are wrong. This small percentage
can loom large when testing for rare diseases. If the test for the Durmese Heebie Jeebies gave an incorrect
diagnosis one percent of the time. it might be that 057 of the times an incorrect positive diagnosis would result
even though the person did not have the disease. Since only one individual in 10000 is expected to contract the
disorder, if 10000 travelers were tested 51 would indicate the presence of the Burmese Heebie Jeebies. Of
these 50 would indicate the presence of the disease, even though the person did not have the infection - the
false positives. On the other hand, the fifty first person would be correctly diagnosed. So barring other diagnostic
signals, the chances of you not having the Burmese Heebie Jeebies is very good - fifty to one in your favor.

HEY ! YOU NEVER KNOW

This is the sales pitch of the NY lottery. There is some truth to this as illustrated by the following

release from the Associated Press dated 10/2/96.
HAMDBURG, Germany (AP) - A spanish businessman and devout Roman Catholic who stopped to pray at a
church during a trip to Stockholm ended up a millionaire.

The church was empty except for a coffin containing the remains of a man. so Eduardo Sierra knelt down
and prayed for the deceased for 20 minutes.

Sierra, 33, signed a condolance book after he saw a note saying that those who prayed for the dead man
should enter their name and address. He noticed he was the first to sign. He would be the only one.

Several weeks later. he got a call from the Swedish capital informing him he was a millionaire.

Jens Svenson, the man he prayed for, was a 13-year-old real estate dealer with no close relatives. He had
specified in his will that " Whoever prays for my soul. gets all my belongings *

GOLFERS, EAT YOUR HEARTS OUT

Jack Nicklaus. playing the tenth hole at Sinnicock Hills in the 1986 Open. drove a ball into the woods. It was
not to be found, and he took a stroke and distance penalty. Why was it newswarfhy? In his 25 -year professional
career. it was his first lost-ball penalty.

A funny to brighten
your day













One might think that New York. New York would preempt that name. but. not so. There is a New
York. lowa, along with ten others. There are fifteen Philadelphias, including three in Tennessee.
But there are only three other towns named Los Angeles. Boston takes the cake with twenty-

nine.

Almost every major city in the world is represented by a town in this country. Faris takes the
lead with twenty six. followed by Moscow twenty-five. And then again. the Eqypt connection.
with twenty-three towns named Cairo. The more exotic cities are also represented with eleven

Baghdads. plus Casablanca, Algiers Singapore and Rangoon.

| could find only three towns with "Foker" in the name - Foker Flats, and Pokerville in California
and Foker Brown NY . And yes. there is another Ithaca. in Michigan.

One piece of information that | have not been able to obtain is the number of towns ( or whatever)
in the United States. However.| have established that there are over a million place names in the
country. These names include towns. rivers. creeks. etc.

This compilation illustrates the encyclopedic power of the web. To accumulate this information
without this resource would be impossible from the viewpoint of practicability.
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Starting at midnight on December 1. 2002, one billion seconds will
have elapsed on June 8, 2034.



























Senator Graham of Texas triumphantly hailed his bill barring drug offenders from food stamps and
welfare money for life - "welfare money should not be used for drugs”. | doubt that it even crossed
his mind that there might be a woman with a couple of kids out there who wants to straighten

out her life. In fact, she has little, or no, hope of doing so. Most women leaving jail lose their children.

There are numerous other problems - in 13 states, a felony conviction results in a lifetime loss of
voting rights. As a result 257 of Afro-American men in Florida are disenfranchised.

Individual states have laws barring ex-felons from certain classes of jobs. New York has a hundred
such jobs. including plumbing. real estate. barbering. health care. etc. In Jersey. any government job.
at any level is closed to one who has served time. Or one might not be able to work in an
establishment that sells liquor - even as a dishwasher. Getting back on track is tough.

But there are penal and judicial systems that are so different than ours that they would confound
many Americans as unworkable. In Finland. no one below the age of 15 can be charged with any
crime. Those in the age group 15 to 21 can be convicted of a crime but it would be an extraordinary
case if they served time.

The prison population in the country is 2700 ( 52/100000). of which 40% are in “open prisons’ WhICh
are labor camps where the inmates are paid a reqular salar The other 1600 are in "closed prisons'”
These are places that we would not recognize as prisons. 7};19 guards are unarmed, wear casual
clothes rather than uniforms and quards and inmates are often on a first name basis. There are
cells, but they are more like dormitory rooms with linoleum rather than clanging steel doors and
passageways. [Most inmates get a six-day pass every four months. Women with children under two
years old are allowed to keep the baby with them. Men and women are housed in the same prison
and see one another often enough that there are weddings in the prison chapel There are provisions
for hard core criminals who are segregated from the others. At the moment, the country has 80
such individuals and it is unlikely that any of them will ever be released

There is an interesting story as to how this genﬁe system came into being. Thfrfy years ago, Finland
had the highest rate of incareration in Europe. and a grinding. brutal prison system, a relic of their
Russian heritage. They took a good. long, look and decided that the system was producing results
that were the exact opposite of what was intended. They took the next logical step and they now
have the system described above.

How is the crime rate in Finland? Crime statistics are hard to compare across countries. but in
most cateqories of crime. the rate for Finland is usually one fifth to one tenth that of the United
States. They also have the smallest police force. per capita. in Europe.

An interesting question arises. Could the Finnish system work in America? | am afraid my answer
is ‘no’, not even after thirty years. Why would a gentle system work in Finland but not America?
| think that the difference lies in the fact that Finland is a wefare state with an almost classless
society and there is no poverty. Our country has a millstone of class divisiveness and poverty, both
breeding grounds for all kinds of social difficulties.

Alan Hays helped me find my with this.
C "\_)C./‘D

| hope that you will bear with me for one more quote: ‘Once you got Ba?dad. it's not clear what
you do with it. It is not clear what kind of government you put in place. Is it going to be a Shiite
regime. a Sunni regime or a Kurdish regime? How much credibility is that government going to

have if it's set up by U. S. military when it's there? Dick Cheney. 1971
















































BITS AND PIECES

When uncle Sam was Uncle Scrooge. It is easy to believe that the celebration of Christmas has been
pretty much unchanged for a long time. After all. A Visit from St. Nick was written in 1823 and a
Christmas Carol in 1843. It may come as a surprise that Uncle Sam considered Christmas as just
another working day. It was not until 1885 that federal employees were given the day off.

Drunken sailors. For the most recent federal fiscal year. which ended the past September. the money
spent per household was $20301 Corrected for inflation. this is the most amount of money spent
since the peak year of World War 11, 1944. Will your household have to put up $20301 ? You couldn't.
But don't worry, it's almost all on the tab.

Big business. In the year 2002. the Wal-mart system averaged 660 million dollars a day in sales. Up

from 600 million in the previous year

Smoke. mirrors and unemployment. President Reagan had a political problem with high unemployment
rates. His needed to find new jobs for those out of work. It was probably some bright young
bureaucrat who found more jobs. in fact two million of them, and the unemployment rate went
down. But the jobs were not new., and the number of unemployed remained the same, but the
figures sure looked better. How did he do it 7 Prior to this stroke of genius. those in the military
were not counted in the employment figures for a good reason. - there were no unemployed
soldiers. They were classified as "not in the labor force’. So let's change the classification to

‘employed’. Voila - two million more jobs.

Dribery There was a time when slipping someone a fin was bribery. Times have changed. American
prosecutors are investigating the role of Exxon Mobile in a scheme to pay 18 million dollars in bribes

to senior officials in Kazakh.

Winning hearts and minds. In ;’raq, the US Army decided to get tough on the ;"raq:’s who were giving
them a hard time. Here is how one officer, a Colonel Sassaman, sees it. "With a heavy dose of fear
and violence, and a lot of money. | think we can convince the people that we are here to help them.

Between 1960 and 1995. the United States spent 5 . &8 Trillion dollars on 32, 000 nuclear weapons.
That is $23, 000 for every man woman and child in the country.

An interview with Gorbachev The Bangkok Fost reports on a London news conference in which
President Mikhail Gorbachev was asked. "What effect on history do you think it would have had
if. in 1763, President Krushchev had been assassinated instead of President Kennedy 7" After
considering the question, Gorachev responded. " | don't think Mr. Onassis would have married Mrs.

Khruschev.




































































































































of advance, the people just migrated ahead of the leading edge with little disruption. Man
would probably survive a similar event these days, but the physical and cultural dislocations
are unimaginable. Nothing in Man's arsenal, at present or what can be imagined for the future.
could put a dent in the advancing ice. Can you imagine a wall of ice. a mile high. approaching
the skyscrapers of New York, long ago deserted by it's population ?

Will there be other ice ages 7 It is believed that the ice ages are caused by minor
aberrations in the orbit of the Earth such as precession and tilt. They have been cyclical with
the interglacials, the warmer periods between the ages. being as short as 8000 years. (We
are now at year 12000). But the fact is. that we just do not know. And in the past, Earth
has had vastly different periods. the reasons for which are at best speculative. Dinosaurs
walked lush jungles far above the Arctic Circle. And three times in the past 600000 years,
the temperature of the Earth declined by as much as 80 degrees F . The oceans froze to a
depth of a mile with even the equatorial seas covered with ice. Somehow, some bacteria
survived, as well as some creatures in the deep oceans. For most of it's existence, the earth
has been ice-free. If the ice were to melt, the oceans would rise by 200 feet which would
inundate most of the major cities.

Scientists once believed that climate changes occurred gradually over time. BDut when
the Greenland ice cores were first analyzed they were in for a surprise. Some changes
happened in far shorter times than they could have imagined. F or example. in one ten-year
period, the average annual global temperature changed by 15 degrees F. That event happened
a long time ago, but the consequences of such an event today are difficult to imagine

In the known history of the Earth, there have been five cataclysmic events in which €0
to 95% living species have been annihilated. Civilized man has been around for a few thousand
years, at a time when the climate has been unusually benign.

In the overall scheme of things. the power of nature makes /Man seem insignificant,
regardless of what we may think. It reminds me of a little story | read as a child. and still
remember. It goes like this: If the earth were to disappear as a fiery ball, some child on a
distance orb would delightfully exclaim, "Look at the pretty falling star’.

Sources: Many. with inspiration from Bill Bryson's A Short History of Nearly Everything,

THE LAW IS AN ASS, AN IDIOT - DICKINS

Isidore Zimmerman was convicted of murder in New York in 1937,
spent 9 months on death row. and 24 years in prison for a murder
he did not commit. After his release, he spent the next 20 years
seeking redress from the State of New York. He was finally
awarded one million dollars in damages - and died. at the age of
66, four months later.

The reason it took so long is, that. in such a case, the state
) would award damages only through a special act of the legislature.
I+ was w:de/y recognized that the law had treated Zimmerman unjustly and. as a result. the
law was changed to allow those unjustly imprisoned to seek damages. But the change was
not wholehearted. The fact that the prosecutor and a judge decide that the conviction was
in error, is not sufficient evidence to settle the suit. The individual must prove innocence. A
case in point is Darry Gibbs, who was convicted in 1984 on tainted evidence manufactured
by a corrupt detective and spent 19 years in prison. The district attorney and a judge agreed
to his release. But that is not sufficient to allow an award of compensation. He now has to
prove he is innocent. After many years and many dollars, he might get something.

Source Joyce Matters, New York Times, 10/10/05
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