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Marius Lukosiunas

UNESCO Cairo Office

8 Abdel-Rahman Fahmy Street
Garden City

Cairo 11541

Egypt

Dear W

I’m pleased to provide this report on the UNESCO-sponsored workshop “Implementing a
Science Journalism Curriculum in the Arab World,” held 26 June 2011 in Doha, Qatar, in
conjunction with the World Conference on Science Journalism.

Marius

Approximately 40 people attended the workshop, from about a dozen countries. The
agenda (see attached) covered both reports on previous efforts to implement a science journalism
curriculum in the developing world, as well as identification of specific recommendations for
implementation of a curriculum.

A press conference was held on 28 June 2011 announcing the key findings of the
workshop (see attached press release and several resulting stories). In addition, several
participants in the workshop and others from the WCSJ Doha meeting met the following week in
Cairo to continue their discussions.

From those activities came a commitment on the part of several communities to pursue
the implementation of a science journalism curriculum in the Arab world. We would propose
that a follow-up session be held at the International Conference on Public Communication of
Science & Technology, to be held in Florence, Italy, 18-20 April 2012, with UNESCO support.
In preparation for that session, we believe it would be helpful to coordinate a teleconference in
January or February 2012, to continue developing specific plans. Prof. Alaa Ibrahim, a physics
professor at American University Cairo, in particular, has expressed an interest in developing a
program of science journalism for the Arab world, a project for which he has the support of Prof.
Naila Hamdy, a member of the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication at AUC.

I look forward to further discussion with you.

Sincerely,

Bruce V. Lewenstein
[signed electronically]



Workshop: Implementing a Science Journalism Curriculum
World Conference on Science Journalism

Doha, Qatar

26 June 2011

Core funding provided by UNESCO

TIME: 10:00-17:00
LOCATION: Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar, Lecture Hall 4

Follow-up press conference: Tuesday, 28 June, Time TBD
Location: Student Centre, ground floor opposite plenary room

This workshop will identify best practices for science journalism instruction, with special
attention to full curriculums in university settings in Arabic-speaking countries. It will build on
the “Model Science Journalism Curriculum” developed at the 2007 World Congress of Science
Journalists in Melbourne, Australia. Outcomes from the workshop will include a detailed report
including recommendations for further action, and a proposal for a process of implementing
those recommendations specifically in universities in the Arab world.

Convened by Bruce Lewenstein, Cornell University (USA), with substantial support from
Marius Lukosiunias (UNESCO Cairo), Nadia El-Awady (Egypt), Raghida Haddad (Lebanon)
and the organizing staff of WCSJ2011.

AGENDA

10:00-11:30

Panel 1: Science journalism curriculum structures
Panelists will provide examples of possible structures for science journalism courses in
universities, based both on personal experience and on the 2007 UNESCO-funded
initiative to begin developing a model curriculum for developing countries.

e Phil Hilts, Director of MIT Knight Science Journalism Program (USA) and co-
organizer of “Developing a science journalism course for developing countries: A
report on the UNESCO workshop and questionnaire conducted in association with the
World Conference of Science Journalists, April 16—19 2007”

e Marina Joubert, Southern Science science communication consultancy (South Africa)
on training needs associated with an African science news service

e Dr. Farid Abu Dheir, Professor of Journalism at Al-Najah University in Nablus
(Palestine) [Dr. Abu Dheir was denied exit from Palestine by Israeli authorities; a
summary of his remarks will be presented]

e Deborah Blum, Professor of Journalism, University of Wisconsin-Madison (USA), on
teaching writing versus teaching journalism

Coffee break



12:00-1:30

Panel 2: Teaching specific subjects in science journalism
Panelists will provide examples of how specific topics can be integrated in university
teaching of science journalism. Panelists include:

e Connie St. Louis, Lecturer in Science Journalism, City University of London (UK)

e Raghida Haddad, executive editor, Al-Bia Wal-Tanmia (Environment &
Development) magazine, Lebanon

e Bruce Lewenstein, Professor of Science Communication, Cornell University (USA)

Lunch

14:30-17:00

Roundtable discussion
Following the panel discussions and informal talks over lunch, a series of journalists will
respond with ideas for teaching science journalism in the Arabic-speaking world.

Khaled Baramawy, managing editor at Masrawy.com (Egypt) [invited]
Dr. Hassana Rachid (Lebanon)

Khaled Hassan, Alam Rakamy (Egypt)

Hala Alkairy, Al Jazeera (UAE) [invited]

Following these remarks will be general discussion, seeking especially to identify how
different models of science journalism instruction can be adapted in your own contexts.
After some general discussion we are likely to divide into 3 or 4 groups to work on
specific issues. Then, following a coffee break, we will reconvene as the complete group
to share ideas from the breakout groups. The final half-hour will be spent outlining
formal recommendations.

FOLLOW-UP
On Tuesday, 28 June, a press conference will be held to summarize findings of the workshop. A
full report will be prepared later in the year.



Remarks prepared by Prof. Farid Abu Dheir,
Al-Najus University, Nablus, West Bank, Palestine
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A report on the UNESCO workshop and questionnaire
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A report on the UNESCO workshop and questionnaire

1. Executive summary

Science journalists working in developing countries face a number of challenges,
such as getting local stories, dealing with reluctant or unskilled scientists, dealing
with press officers who do not understand the science, being looked down on by
scientists as well as fellow journalists, and being poorly paid.

They often have to deal with multiple languages, face the difficult task of translating
science from English, and consider how scientific knowledge connects with
indigenous knowledge. And if they get to report on science at all, it is usually driven
by health issues or the latest environmental crisis.

There has been some media coverage in recent years on topics such as the growing
digital divide, the role of information technology in development, and the perceived
opportunities and risks of biotechnology. But there has not been coverage to the
same degree of research programs and policies concerning critical public health
issues such as malaria and HIV/AIDS; or of controversial issues such as genetically
modified plants, the impact of climatic change, loss of biodiversity, protection of
traditional knowledge and the brain drain.

A genuine obstacle to addressing these issues is the absence of training in how to
report on them. There is a need to train and support science journalists in developing
countries.

We developed a generic course outline and then sought feedback from science
journalists and experts at a UNESCO workshop held in association with the 2007
World Conference of Science Journalists. Based on our findings, we make the
following recommendations to UNESCO:

1. Continue developing a generic course to train science journalists. The course
will be a one-year post-graduate course suitable for people with qualifications
in science or journalism, and delivered by local universities or other
appropriate institutions. The content and scope of the generic course should
be developed and refined to meet local needs at regional workshops and
through consultation.

2. Work at a regional level to adapt the specific science-based modules of the
generic course to suit local needs and conditions. These modules would then
be provided to working journalists on a part-time or short course basis.

3. Work with local universities to adapt the science-based modules of the
generic course for incorporation into existing undergraduate journalism
courses.

4. Support the provision of media skills training workshops for scientists by
developing a generic one or two day course outlines, and then training local
people to run these workshops through a “train the trainer” program.

5. Identify and support networks of science communicators and press officers to
improve scientists’ access to the media and to develop their professional
skills in interfacing between scientists and the media.

6. Support regional networks of science journalists, to develop their professional
skills and promote opportunities for professional development and support.

7. Work with regional media agencies to gain their understanding and support
for science journalism.

Developing a science journalism course for developing countries



A report on the UNESCO workshop and questionnaire

Workshop outline
Welcome, participant introductions

Video address by Dr Abdul Waheed Khan, UNESCO’s Assistant
Director-General for Communication and Information

Panel discussion of challenges to and key ideas for teaching science
journalism; initially there will be questions from the Chair to the panel,
followed by questions and comments from the floor.

Takeshi Tanikawa, program manager of Master of Arts
Program for Journalist Education in Science and Technology,
Waseda University, Japan

Professor Philip Hilts, Center for Science and Medical
Reporting, Boston University, USA

Marina Joubert, Convenor of workshops for journalists in South
Africa, Southern Science

Hiroko Ueno is a graduate student of MAJESTy (Master of Arts
Program for Journalist Education in Science and Technology),
Waseda University.

Mitstaka Fujita, Japanese Association of Science & Technology
Journalists

Present UNESCO draft outline of one year course for science
journalists in developing countries — Jenni Metcalfe, Philip J Hilts,
Joan Leach, Toss Gascoigne, Melanie McKenzie

Questions and initial discussion on draft outline

Structured discussion of draft UNESCO outline presented (including
discussion of any shortcomings and prioritisation exercise by
representatives from developing countries)

Mentoring programs for science journalists in developing countries —
short presentations (8 mins) about current programs by:

Gervais Mbarga, SJCOOP Mentoring Programme run by World
Federation of Science Journalists

Julie Clayton, SciDevNet, UK
Kashmir Hill, National Press Foundation and J2J, USA

Catherine Mgendi, Consultative Group on International
Agriculture (CGIAR)

Jan Lublinski, Bertelsmann Foundation, Germany

Discussion of training, mentoring and support needs of science
journalists in developing countries

Where to from here? Jenni Metcalfe sum up

Developing a science journalism course for developing countries



The Need for an African Science News Service
April/May 2011
A report by Julie Clayton and Marina Joubert

Prepared for the UK Commission for UNESCO’s Working Group for Improving Access to
Scientific Information in Developing Countries

Contents

Summary

What barriers do journalists face in trying to report on scientific research in Africa?
How do journalists get their stories now?

Would journalists in Africa sign up to an African science news service?
Would scientific institutions make use of an African science news service?
Challenges in implementing an African science news service

Attitudes and institutional barriers

Improvements needed in the media

Lessons from Europe

. Cost and practical issues in introducing an African science news service
10. Potential media partners
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Summary

This report explores the idea of setting up an African science news service that would
receive press releases from African research institutions and distribute them to the African
(and international) media.

We sought the views of more than 35 journalists and representatives of 30 scientific
institutions either based in Africa or working from Europe but involved with African
organisations. The survey was conducted over a six-week period in January and February
2011. Respondees were selected based on advice received from the UK-UNESCO Working
Group for Improving Access to Scientific Information in Developing Countries, SciDev.Net
(the Science and Development Network), member associations of the World Federation of
Science Journalists, and contacts of the report's authors from previous professional
activities. This was not intended to be an exhaustive survey, but to discover the views of a
representative selection of media and scientific institutions working in Africa.

Journalists were asked about the challenges they face in reporting on science in Africa, and
how an African science news service might improve their access to stories about African
scientific research. Scientists were asked about their current dealings with the media and
how such a news service might help them to extend their communication with the media.

The responses of both groups, in writing and through telephone and face-to-face interviews,
reveal their enthusiasm for the development of an African news service as a way to help
overcome many of the challenges that each of them face. However, many obstacles must be
addressed if an effective African science news service is to be implemented on a wide scale
across the continent.
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Science journalism teachers need localized material

[Doha, Qatar, 28 June 2011] -- Teachers of science journalism in the developing
world need detailed materials to implement their courses, according to participants at a
UNESCO-sponsored workshop held Sunday, 26 June 2011, at the World Conference of
Science Journalists in Doha, Qatar.

"We know what teachers want to teach and what students want to learn," said
Bruce Lewenstein, convenor of the workshop and a professor of science communication
at Cornell University (USA). "Now we need the detailed examples, assignments,
readings, etc., designed for specific regions and languages."

The participants in the workshop also recommended that priority be given to
workshops that train professors how to introduce science journalism into university
curriculums, both in science and in journalism. Participants came from across the world,
including Qatar, Egypt, Lebanon, Guatemala, China, India, Bangladesh, Sudan, the
United Kingdom, South Africa, and the United States.

Science journalists speaking at the workshop argued that science needs a stronger
presence in media in developing countries, because science and technology are central to
development. Examples at the workshop ranged from information and communication
technologies (ICT) to environmental issues (air quality, desertification, desalinization,
chemical waste, etc.), to medical issues (public health, HIV/AIDS, maternal health, etc.).

The workshop built on a "model curriculum® for science journalism developed at
the 2007 World Conference of Science Journalists in Melbourne, Australia.



"This event was very important for UNESCO," said Marius Lukosiunas of
UNESCO's Cairo office, an instigator of the workshop. "UNESCO is increasing activity
in many regions in the area of media development. We're looking forward to planning
for further action in the Arab countries and beyond."

About 40 people spent a day discussing general teaching needs, the structures of
existing curriculums, and the particular needs of developing countries. Because the
WCSJ was held in an Arabic-speaking country (Qatar), participants had a particular
interest in serving science journalism teachers in the Arab world.

In addition to detailed teaching materials and workshops, the participants also
recommended that curriculums include information about how science journalists can use
social media (such as Twitter and Facebook), both as a source of information and as a
way of distributing stories.

Lewenstein will coordinate the production of a full report from the workshop,
which UNESCO hopes to use to develop more detailed plans for implementing science
journalism curriculums in the developing world.

HHH#

NOTE: A copy of the workshop agenda is attached.
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Science journalism should be introduced in universities in the developing world, a workshop linked to the 7t

World Conference of Science Journalists agreed.

Delegates at the workshop approved a UNESCO-developed “Model Science Journalism Curriculum for
Universities of the Developing World” which was first outlined in 2007.

The meeting, held in Georgetown University School of Foreign Services in Qatar, heard that the majority of
journalism degree programmes in developing countries do not have n a single module on science reporting.

And most journalists who report on science also report on other subjects. One day they report on science, the
next day on crime and the next on fashion.

Panellists provided examples of possible structures for science journalism courses in universities.

Bruce Lewenstein, Professor of Science Communication from Cornell University in the United States, told
me: “Effective science communication in the developing world is not possible unless we produce science
journalists there by introducing science journalism as university discipline”.

Meeting participants agreed that materials related to science journalism as a masters degree should be
developed with attention to local and regional requirements.

The meeting recommended launching the model science journalism curriculum at Arab-world universities first
with support from local universities and partners to be identified by the end of the year.

Deborah Blum, a professor of Journalism at University of Wisconsin-Medicine (USA) also cautioned,
however, that “training, in the developing country context, is more important than introducing degree
programmes because there are many science journalists from the developing world doing good reporting
without a journalism or science background and their skills just need to be polished”.

AA Khan, SciDev.Net contributor, Pakistan
Share this: Share

This entry was posted on Thursday, June 30th, 2011 at 12:27 am and is filed under 7th World Conference of Science Journalists
(WCSJ2011). You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can leave a response, or trackback from your
own site.
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By all accounts, the World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ) in Doha, Qatar, last month was an

impressive feat, marking the first iteration of the conference hosted by an Arab nation. More than 120 Arab
science journalists attended, and half of the 724 attendees were from developing countries. Previous WCSJ
meetings had lacked such turnout from those sectors. BBC reporter Pallab Ghosh, a former president of the World
Federation of Science Journalists, which sponsored the conference, said it was "for the first time a truly
international [science journalism] meeting."

But behind the scenes, political problems caused extensive debate and several disruptions. The inclusion of
U.S.-Israeli journalist Anna Wexler on a panel caused divisions within the Arab Science Journalists Association
(ASJA), a co-sponsor of the conference. After Egyptian reporter Bothaina Osama objected to appearing on a
panel with her, meeting organizers removed Wexler from that panel and gave her a spot on a different session with
no Arab speakers. Under pressure from their journalists' union that objected to Wexler's presence, two Jordanian
journalists decided to boycott the meeting altogether; they may be removed from an international science
journalism training program as a result. Meanwhile, Israel barred a Palestinian journalism professor from attending
the event.

"In this region you have to expect there will be sensitivities on these issues," says Nadia El-Awady, the conference
co-chair.

Wexler, who holds U.S. and Israeli citizenship, was slated months before the conference to appear on a panel
about science reporting in non-English languages with three other reporters. Both Qatar and Egypt, the original site
of the conference, had agreed that Israeli reporters could participate in the event; Egyptian authorities even
offered to help Wexler with visa issues. (The conference was moved after the February revolution in Egypt.)

But in May, Osama and other members of ASJA raised concerns about Wexler's participation. Egyptian and
Jordanian press associations prohibit members from conducting activities that constitute "normalization” with Israel,
a loosely interpreted term that for reporters can mean not even interviewing Israeli citizens. Some ASJA members
felt sharing a panel with Wexler—or attending a conference at which she spoke -- constituted normalization. Others
disagreed but felt pressured by their press associations or employers to boycott the meeting. ASJA rank and file
as well as board members debated the issue, but in the end the association's board decided not to oppose
Wexler's inclusion and not to support calls by some to boycott the meeting.

"ASJA did not have any objection to the presence of Anna Wexler. ... The basic principle was: This is an
international conference involving all nationalities without exception," says ASJA President Nehal Lasheen.

In a May letter published in English and Arabic, the World Federation of Science Journalists board expressed "full
support" for the ASJA board and the conference organizers' decision to run an "all-inclusive" conference.

But some ASJA members were not happy and criticized Al-Awady and other organizers for their decision to allow
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Wexler to speak. ASJA board member Hanan Alqueswany from Jordan decided to boycott the conference, and
Algerian journalist Mohammed Hussein Tolby canceled his membership of ASJA, which has roughly 200 members.

Deborah Blum, program chair for the conference, decided to remove Wexler from the original panel and create a
new one, devoted to film, to allow her to speak while keeping Osama on the program. (Wexler had done video
journalism, suggesting a way to keep both journalists on the program.) "I was really pissed ... but this was the best
way," says Blum, a journalist and professor at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. "I considered this a totally
inclusive conference."

"l didn't want to be engaged in sending any unintended political messages by joining the same panel with Anna, so
| thought it was best that each of us participate in the conference but in separate sessions," said Osama, who
would not say whether she agreed or not with her journalists' union's position. "Engaging in the process of
normalisation can tarnish one's professional reputation. So Arabs of all professions need to deal very sensitively
with situations in which an Israeli representative participates, whether there is a rule against this or not."

The 22 Arab journalists participating in a training program run by the World Federation were told by program
managers that attending the conference was mandatory. All attended except for two Jordanian journalists, who
had signed a pledge with their national press union not to attend the event because of Wexler's inclusion. The
World Federation is debating whether they will be forced to leave the tutoring program, says Director Jean-Marc
Fleury. But one of the trainees who declined to attend, Farrah Attyat of Al Ghad Newspaper in Amman, has no
regrets. "It's not that my union said something. | am not going to any conference that Israel is a part of," she says.

"There was plenty of drama before the conference ... and there was a point where | was considering whether |
should withdraw," says Wexler. But in the end she says she accepted the new arrangement; she calls the
conference a "good news" story. The audience of her session included a number of Muslim women wearing head
scarves, and nobody objected to her speaking, she says.

Meanwhile, a session on teaching science journalism in the Arabic-speaking world lost one of its speakers because
Israeli officials at a checkpoint prevented Palestinian journalism professor Farid Abu Dheir of the An-Najah National
University in Nablus from leaving the occupied West Bank. He was trying to travel to Doha the day before the
conference.

Abu Dheir, who had proper exit documents, says he was given a document that said his ties to "Hamas outside of
Palestine” were the reason for him being stopped. "I totally deny this, and | offered to sign an obligation not to be
part of any political outlawed activity," says Abu Dheir. "They also rejected this." The Israeli government did not
answer requests for comment.

"l was angry about it," says Blum. "Here you have someone who is, for all we know, just a journalism professor
who wants to teach science journalists. It sends a message of ill will." Several professional academics in Israel
tried to help Abu Dheir, says Cornell University science communication professor Bruce Lewenstein, who organized
the panel Abu Dheir was slated to be on.

Despite some difficulties, "we were able to get through [the conference] with very minimal consequences," says
Al-Awady.
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