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Dear Friends:

With great pleasure, I present to you the 2009 Cornell 
Feline Health Center Annual Report.

Thanks to your support, 2009 has been a very good year 
for the Feline Health Center. We received generous 
gifts from the estate of Frances Nall, the estate of Celina 
Field, the Clara L. D. Jeffery Trust, and our dear friend 
Paulette Fownes. These gifts, combined with the many 
others we received from cat-lovers far and wide, allow us 
to offer education and outreach to cat owners and prac-
ticing veterinarians.

We continue to be grateful for your support of the 
needed items on Elizabeth’s Wish List. Recently, Phyllis 
Siskel provided the necessary funds to purchase a VMed-
Dop Doppler Blood Pressure Unit, endoscopy equip-
ment and tools, and laparoscopic surgical instruments 
for the hospital for animals. Our needs at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine and the Cornell University Hos-
pital for Animals continue to grow. Your support and 
purchase of various items makes a real difference in the 
work we can do to help cats live longer and healthier 
lives.

I am happy to report that the center received national 
exposure when Drs. Christine Bellezza, Paul Maza, and 
I appeared on the television channel Animal Planet to 
participate in the program Cats: Born to Survive, which 
aired on April 10. The center enjoyed print exposure 
as well when Ithaca, New York, received an honorable 
mention in CATalyst Council’s list of the Top 10 Cat-
Friendly Cities in the United States due to Ithaca being 
home to the Feline Health Center.

The first two James R. Richards, Jr. Memorial Feline 
Lectures were held in the summer and fall of 2009. 
These memorial lectures are a tribute to the late Dr. Jim 
Richards in recognition of the many advances he made 
to improve the health and well-being of his “kitties.” Dr. 
Michael Lappin from Colorado State University present-
ed the first lecture to more than 120 veterinarians dur-
ing the 21st Annual Feline Symposium in July. Dr. John 
August of Texas A&M University presented the second 
lecture during the Annual New York State Veterinary 
Conference held at the College of Veterinary Medicine 
in October 2009. 

I must touch upon exciting news for the coming year. 
As many of you may remember, I returned to the Feline 
Health Center as director after the untimely passing of 
Dr. Richards. Having served as director for the past two 
years, I resumed my retirement in July, bringing happi-
ness to my family, and have handed the leadership reins 
to Feline Health Center co-directors (two of our consult-
ing veterinarians for the Camuti Consultation Service) 
Drs. Chris Bellezza and Paul Maza. They are at the helm 
of the center and it is in very good hands. Drs. Bellezza 
and Maza are working closely with Dr. Judy Appleton, 
director of the Baker Institute for Animal Health, to 
facilitate a merger with the Baker Institute during the 
upcoming academic year. I would like to assure you that 
this merger is a good thing. It will strengthen the im-
portant work already being done by both organizations, 
while preserving the signature strengths of each unit. 
By continuing its highly regarded outreach and consult-
ing services, the center will remain devoted to improv-
ing the health and well-being of cats everywhere. 

The Baker Institute for Animal Health is one of the old-
est research centers dedicated to the study of veterinary 
infectious diseases, immunology, genetics, and repro-
duction. Just as the research mission of the Feline Health 
Center will benefit from the outstanding research envi-
ronment at Baker, the mission of the Baker Institute will 
be enriched by the extraordinary talent of the center in 
outreach and education. We have recently relocated to 
spacious accommodations on the campus of the Baker 
Institute, which is located two miles from the College 
of Veterinary Medicine. If you find yourself in Ithaca 
and would like to stop in to say hello, the staff would be 
most pleased to greet you and show you around.

Until our paths cross again, I thank you for all you do for 
the Feline Health Center. It is a very special place, with 
very special donors, and for that I am truly grateful.

Fred W. Scott, DVM, PhD
Emeritus Professor, and Director 
Cornell Feline Health Center
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I  have felt cats rubbing their 
faces against  mine and 

touching my cheek with claws 
carefully sheathed. These 
things, to me, are expressions 
of love.”
                            —James Herriot

Director’s Message

“



“When I play with my cat, how do I know that she  

 is not passing time with me rather than I with her?”            

                                                       —Montaigne

T
When I tell people that I was raised by a cat 
named Puff, they smile compassionately,  
concluding that “Well, she’s an artist and a 
bit off-beat from normal folks anyway.” In 
fact, my 16-pound tiger served as my faithful 
“nanny” from kindergarten through my senior 
year of college.

Puff was a great teacher. While the ABCs, 
grammar, and arithmetic were not his strong 
subjects, he taught me some very important 
lessons of life. He showed me how to delight in 
small things like watching raindrops meander 
down a windowpane, each rushing crazily 
toward the finish line ahead of the other. He 
demonstrated how to sunbathe, stretched to 
his full length, which is best for all-over tan. 
He taught me patience, in time winning over 
my Aunt Ethel, who had always been fearful of 
anything feline.

As I look back from my adult perspective,  
having endured my share of life’s turmoil and 
disappointment, I am more and more in the 
habit of saying that I was cursed with a happy 
childhood. I had wonderfully kind, decent,  
loving, and elegant parents and, because of 
friends and especially Puff, I never felt alone. 
My life is forever enriched by those formative 
years with my beloved Puff.

—Diane Monet

he quotes about cats are as endless as the 

different ways in which they bring us joy. 

The theme of our 2009 annual report is “A 

Cat for All Seasons (of Our Lives),” and we 

include first-person vignettes about how 

cats have brought happiness and comfort to 

people throughout their lives. We are cer-

tain that every reader of this report would 

also have a cat story or two to tell. While 

not every photograph is of the actual cat, we 

have done our best to be true to the owners’ 

descriptions.

Cover photo: 

When I first met Yogi in the summer 
of 1999, he was five pounds of fright-
ened red fur. Yogi’s attitude quickly 
turned to one of affection, which 
lasted the rest of his life. Being a 

Maine Coon, Yogi grew to be 21 pounds. He was a 
daddy’s boy and a lap cat in every sense of the word. 
Although Yogi was the largest cat in the house, he 
was the peacekeeper and protector of his older feline 
siblings.

In July 2004, Yogi was diagnosed with both pancre-
atitis and diabetes. After a diabetic crash, he spent 
35 days in ICU. The hospital was kind enough to put 
Yogi in a large ground-level dog cage so that I could 
be with him. I spent many nights sleeping in that 
dog cage. Yogi and I had such a strong bond that, at 
the veterinarian’s request, I would hold him while 
ultrasounds were performed on his pancreas. To 
the surprise of the veterinarian and her staff, during 
these procedures Yogi would often fall asleep and 
begin to snore.

Although Yogi developed diabetic neuropathy, he 
did not let that slow him down. He quickly learned 
to use a set of pet stairs and was even featured in 
a popular catalog. While he was in and out of the 
CARE Center, our emergency veterinary facility, for 
four years, to this day I am still known by the doc-
tors and staff as “Yogi’s dad.”

We lost our poor Yogi in the summer of 2008 to 
medical complications related to his pancreatitis and 
diabetes. Yogi will always be in our hearts!

We are grateful for the work of the Feline Health 
Center and all that they do to improve the lives and 
health of our feline children.

                                                           —Mark Frolick
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2009 Feline Health Studies

Detection and Pathogenic Role of 
Amoebae in Feline Corneal Disease
Investigator: Eric Ledbetter, DVM,  
Diplomate ACVO, Assistant Professor of 
Ophthalmology, Department of Clinical 
Sciences

Although amoebic corneal infection is a well- 
recognized and emerging infectious disease 
of humans, the possible occurrence of this 
infection has not been investigated in most 
animal species. Domestic cats share many of 
the recognized risk factors for humans who 
have amoebic corneal infection. Additionally, 
cats are frequently affected with corneal dis-
eases for which a cause has not been conclu-
sively identified. 

We used multiple methods to determine the 
frequency of amoebae detection in ocular 
samples from cats with and without corneal 
disease. Using amoeba culture, cytology, 
polymerase chain reaction assays, and in 
vivo corneal confocal microscopy, we have 
identified corneal diseases in domestic cats 
associated with the same types of amoebae 
that cause ocular infections in humans. This 
discovery is the first step toward improved 
treatments for cats with corneal disease  
associated with this previously unrecognized 
infection.

The Role of Feline Junctional Adhesion 
Molecule A in Feline Calicivirus 
Infection
Investigator: John S.L. Parker, BVMS, PhD, 
Professor of Virology, Baker Institute for 
Animal Health

Feline calicivirus (FCV) is a very common 
pathogen of cats. Although a vaccine has 
been available for many years, the prevalence 
of infection has not changed and can be as 
high as 80 to 90 percent in some high-risk 
shelters. In addition, more severe systemic 
forms of FCV disease have occurred sporadi-
cally over the past decade. The Parker labora-
tory is seeking answers to several basic ques-
tions about FCV disease: Why do current 
vaccines offer such poor protection against 
infection? How do newer isolates of FCV that 
cause severe disease in cats differ from other 
FCV isolates and how can we differentiate 
them? What is the explanation for the dif-
ferent disease syndromes caused by FCV? 
To answer these questions, we are using ad-
vanced molecular and cellular techniques to 
understand more about the basic biology of 
FCV infection.

The cell surface receptor to which the virus 
attaches is a fundamental determinant of 
which cells and tissues (and even species) a 
virus can infect. The receptor for FCV, called 
Junctional Adhesion Molecule A (JAM-A), 
can be found at the junctions between epi-
thelial cells and functions to keep the mu-
cous membrane barrier intact. JAM-A is also 
found at the junctions of the cells that line 
blood vessels (endothelial cells) and on the 
surface of some of the immune cells in the 
bloodstream. Initial work from our labora-
tory has identified the specific region of the 
JAM-A structure to which FCV binds and 

mutant versions of JAM-A to which FCV can-
not bind. These molecular studies have led to 
newer work showing that interaction of FCV 
with JAM-A is a critical factor in infection. 
One potential benefit of this work is the devel-
opment of drugs that block the FCV–JAM-A 
interaction. We are also investigating the 
atomic structure of FCV itself. By identifying 
this structure, we hope to learn more about 
how the virus interacts with JAM-A and why 
current vaccines have not reduced the inci-
dence of this important feline virus.

“… we have identified corneal diseases in domestic cats associated with the same types  
  of amoebae that cause ocular infections in humans.”

“By identifying the atomic structure of FCV, we hope to learn more about how the virus interacts  
   with JAM-A and why current vaccines have not reduced the incidence of this important feline virus.” 
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Comparison of Glomerular Filtration 
Rate Determination by Single-Slice 
Dynamic CT and Renal Scintigraphy in 
Cats
Investigator: Peter V. Scrivani, DVM, 
Diplomate ACVR, Assistant Professor 
of Veterinary Imaging, Department of 
Clinical Sciences

Renal disease is a common problem in cats, 
and early detection is crucial for appropriate 
patient management. Common blood tests 
identify kidney disease only when function 
is already decreased by at least 75 percent; 
other tests for detecting early dysfunction 
are costly, time-consuming, have a large 
turn-around time for results, or require the 
injection of a radioactive compound (radio-
isotope).

The Cornell College of Veterinary Medi-
cine recently installed a new multi-slice 
CT scanner—Toshiba Aquilion LB (Large 
Bore)—that offers many new clinical advan-
tages such as faster scanning time, improved 
image quality, more types of examinations 
that may be performed, and a wider range of 
patient sizes that can be accommodated.

The aim of this study is to use the new CT 
scanner to evaluate renal function in cats by 
assessing excretion. Excretion will be deter-
mined by measuring global and individual-
kidney glomerular filtration rate (GFR) as 
determined by dynamic CT. Comparisons 
will be made to determine if the results of 
dynamic CT are interchangeable with GFR 
results from renal scintigraphy (the conven-
tional method) and acceptable for clinical use 
in cats.

Elucidating the Role of Mucosal 
Bacteria in Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease in Cats
Investigator: Kenneth Simpson, BVM&S, 
PhD, Diplomate ACVIM, Diplomate 
ECVIM-CA, Professor of Medicine, 
Department of Clinical Sciences

Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) is a com-
mon cause of vomiting, diarrhea, and weight 
loss in cats. The cause of IBD in cats, howev-
er, is frequently undetermined and the clini-
cian is forced to adopt an empirical approach 
employing diet, antibiotics, and immunosup-
pression. In people and other animals, grow-
ing evidence supports the role of intestinal 
bacteria in the pathogenesis of IBD, but the 
specific bacteria driving the inflammatory 
response remain elusive. We recently dem-
onstrated that a subset of intestinal bacteria 
known as Enterobacteriaceae and Clostridium 
spp. are associated with significant changes 
in intestinal architecture, an increase in 
mucosal inflammatory mediators, and the 
number of clinical signs in cats undergoing 
investigation for intestinal disease. 

The specific aims of this study are to isolate 
and characterize in-depth Enterobacteria-
ceae and Clostridium spp. that colonize the 
intestinal mucosa of cats with and without 
IBD. This process will involve precise deter-
mination of species and antibiotic sensitivity 
testing of all bacterial isolates, and evaluation 
of genetic determinants of virulence present 
in Clostridium and E. coli. The identification 
of specific bacteria associated with feline IBD 

would significantly advance our knowledge 
of this disease and could directly impact the 
use of specific antimicrobial agents, e.g.,  
antibiotics and probiotics, aimed at modify-
ing the mucosal flora in cats with chronic 
intestinal inflammation.

“The Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine recently installed a new  
multi-slice CT scanner—Toshiba Aquilion LB (Large Bore)—that offers many 
new clinical advantages …”

“The specific aims of this study are to isolate and to characterize in-depth Enterobacteriaceae and 
Clostridium spp. that colonize the intestinal mucosa of cats with and without IBD.”

2009 Feline Health Studies 2009 Feline Health Studies
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Dr. David Schmidt, Diagnostic Imaging/
Radiology resident and Dr. Peter Scrivani 
(at right) with the new scanner



Feline Clinical Fellow
Kelly Hume, DVM, Diplomate ACVIM  
(Oncology)

Designed to push the boundaries of tradi-
tional education by integrating clinical spe-
cialty training with cutting-edge research 
experience, the Clinical Fellowship Program 
at Cornell’s College of Veterinary Medicine 
was developed to address a growing shortage 
of academic veterinarians who conduct re-
search on animal diseases and basic biology. 

Dr. Kelly Hume, the first feline clinical fel-
low, has completed the first year of her fel-
lowship, made possible, in part, through the 
Jean Holzworth Fund. She is currently work-

ing in the laboratory of Dr. Robert Weiss, in 
the Department of Biomedical Sciences.

Dr. Hume’s research focuses on determining 
how cell cycle checkpoint proteins impact 
tumor progression and sensitivity to ionizing 
radiation and chemotherapy—both of which 
are commonly used in the treatment of feline 
cancers. She is also working with investiga-
tors in Applied and Engineering Physics to 
develop a new microscopic technique for the 
diagnosis of lung cancer.

As part of her fellowship program, Dr. Hume 
spends 20 percent of her time working direct-
ly with the Oncology Service at the Cornell 
University Hospital for Animals. She serves 
as a mentor for the medical and radiation 
oncology residents, overseeing cancer patient 
care with the other members of the Oncol-
ogy Service. Dr. Hume has also been able 
to attend a variety of continuing education 
conferences, such as the annual Veterinary 
Cancer Society conference, the Journal of Cell 
Biology’s First Annual Meeting on Cell Biol-
ogy of Disease: Chromosomes, Cancer, and 
Stem Cells, and the Clinician Scientist Train-
ing Workshop at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison. These conferences supplement her 
research training and allow her to share her 
results and experience with others in the field.

Dr. Hume plans to use the skills gained dur-
ing her fellowship to direct clinical and trans-
lational research aimed at understanding the 
basic biology of cancer development in ani-
mals, in order to improve the treatment and 
quality of life of veterinary cancer patients.

“Dr. Hume’s research focuses on determining how cell cycle checkpoint proteins impact tumor 
progression and sensitivity to ionizing radiation and chemotherapy.”

I come from an animal-loving family and we had 
a house full of pets when I was young. We had a 
cat that I literally grew up with. We got her as a 
kitten and she and I were about the same age, I 
think I was just a few months old. She was multi-
colored with no particular pattern—mottled with 
grays, whites, and browns—like a tortoise-shell 
gone wrong. The family named her Kissy, as my 
mother recalled, “because she would kiss us and 
she was so cuddly and sweet.” When I went to 
bed each night, Kissy would come in and get right 
up on my pillow, knead my hair, and then settle 
in, with her belly “crowning” my head. 

Kissy was the sweetest, most docile cat I’ve had 
(nothing against my two current furballs, of 
course), and 27 years later I still have strong emo-
tions for her. Kissy graced our family until we 
were both about 16 years old.

—Jennifer Podis

The
BestCat

Ever
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Resources  
   for Cat People

Dr. Louis J. Camuti Memorial Feline 
Consultation and Diagnostic Service

Named in honor of beloved veterinarian Louis J. 
Camuti (1894–1981), known affectionately to many 
as “the Cat Doctor,” this telephone consultation 
service provides individualized assistance to veteri-
narians and cat lovers. As the first veterinarian in 
the United States to devote his practice entirely to 
cats, Dr. Camuti understood that he could reduce 
the stress cats experienced when taken to the vet-
erinarian by instead making house calls. With his 
wife by his side, Dr. Camuti made house calls for 
cats and their owners for more than 60 years.

In today’s world, information on feline diseases and 
health care is growing rapidly, making it difficult 
for practitioners and cat owners to stay current 
on the newest developments in feline health care. 
In response to this need, veterinarians with the 
Camuti Feline Consultation Service answer specific 
questions, giving up-to-date advice based on the 
most current information available. The informa-
tion provided is intended to supplement the callers’ 
relationship with their veterinarians, providing 
extra information when needed. The Camuti 
Feline Consultation Service is proud to continue 
Dr. Camuti’s tradition of compassion, dedication, 
and pioneering professional commitment to the 
health and well-being of cats.

Income from an endowment established in Dr. 
Camuti’s memory helps to subsidize the operation-
al costs of the service together with a consultation 
fee that is charged to callers. A discount is provided 
for members of the Feline Health Center.

Videos on the Web Site 

To help people understand the basics of provid-
ing home care for their cats, the Feline Health 
Center has collaborated with the Partners 
in Animal Health program at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine to develop a series of 
popular videos that offer step-by-step instruc-
tions. The online videos are free and simple to 
use—they provide clear, easy-to-understand 
explanations and animated details for a vari-
ety of topics important to cat owners. You can 
order DVD versions of the videos by calling 
607.253.3081.

The site currently includes videos titled:

Caring for Your Diabetic Cat

Cat Owner’s Guide to Kidney Disease

Home Care for Cats

Pet Owner’s Guide to Cancer

http://partnersah.vet.cornell.edu/pet/cats
1.800.KITTYDR (1.800.548.8937)

www.vet.cornell.edu/FHC/camuti.htm

Publications 

Client education brochures, which can be 
obtained from veterinarians or viewed online, 
are developed by the Feline Health Center and 
the American Association of Feline Practitio-
ners. Current titles include: 

Choosing and Caring for Your New Cat
Feeding Your Cat
Feline Behavior Problems  

(House Soiling, Aggression, Destructive Behavior)
Feline Diabetes
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus
Feline Infectious Peritonitis (revised in 2008)
Feline Leukemia Virus
Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease
Feline Respiratory Infections (new in 2008)
Feline Vaccines: Benefits and Risks
Gastrointestinal Parasites of Cats
Hyperthyroidism in Cats
Inflammatory Bowel Disease
The Special Needs of the Senior Cat
Toxoplasmosis (revised in 2008)
Vaccines and Sarcomas: A Concern for Cat Owners
Zoonotic Disease: What Can I Catch from My Cat? 

To obtain a sample packet containing a copy of 
each brochure or to place an order, practitio-
ners should phone 607.253.3443.

Feline Health Topics for Veterinarians is a quar-
terly publication provided to veterinarians who 
are members of the Feline Health Center.

CatWatch, the Newsletter for Cat People, is avail-
able by subscription or free to members of the 
Feline Health Center. This monthly newsletter 
contains a wealth of useful information to help 
cat lovers keep their cats healthy and happy.

Drs. Carolyn McDaniel, Christine Bellezza, Marnie 
FitzMaurice, and Paul Maza. At right, Dr. Sandra 

Barnard, Medical Oncology Resident/Consultant
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Scholarships

Nicole Van Gurp, Class of 2010

Hometown: Norwich, New York

Current companion animals: Orion, a very handsome 10-year-old neutered 
male Maine Coon cat

Cornell veterinarian who influenced studies: Dr. William Hornbuckle. I 
worked with him in Community Practice Service as a work study student for 
the first three years of vet school and continue to work with him in the clinics 
as a fourth-year student. He helped me to improve my physical exam skills, 
taught me important differential diagnoses, and challenged me to think criti-
cally about diagnostic tests.

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: Function and Dysfunction, 
the animal physiology course. This is where I first started to learn about how 
things actually work in health and how things can go wrong in disease.

Career plans: Private practice internship next year, then general practice for 
a few years and eventually a residency in either small-animal internal medi-
cine or neurology.

Feline Health Center Scholarship
Established in 1999 by an anonymous 
donor, the Feline Health Center Scholar-
ship was created to provide assistance to 
deserving veterinary students who have 
a clear and demonstrated financial need, 
who have been judged by the faculty to be 
in good standing academically, and who 
demonstrate an interest in feline medicine. 
Preference is given to fourth-year veterinary 
students.

Caitlin E. Comparetta, Class of 2010

Hometown: Pittsford, New York

Current companion animals: Two Tonkinese 
cats, Bailey and Chloe

First interest in being a veterinarian: I’ve 
always loved animals and had a special affec-
tion for cats. My interest in veterinary medicine 
developed during high school when I worked at a 
feline hospital. 

Cornell veterinarian who influenced studies: 
Dr. Eileen Adamo. Eileen has been a role model 
for me since I met her when I was in high school. 
She has served as an inspiration to me for the 
veterinarian I want to be. 

Specific interest in feline medicine: 
Feline kidney disease.

Favorite Cornell class or academic 
experience: Animal Health Disease has been 
my favorite class. It was the moment I had been 
waiting for. 

Career plans: Work at a feline practice after 
graduation.

1312

Mildred G. Federico Scholarship 
Established in 2004 by the Trust of 
Mildred G. Federico, this scholarship 
is awarded to a deserving student who 
has a demonstrated financial need, who 
has been judged by the faculty to be in 
good standing academically, and has a 
demonstrated interest in feline medicine. 
Student recipients are recommended by 
the director of the Community Practice 
Service in the Companion Animal Hos-
pital, with approval by the director of the 
Feline Health Center.



Scholarships Scholarships

Lisa Bazzle, Class of 2010,  
vice president of Feline Club

Hometown: White Plains, Maryland

Current companion animals: My two 
apple-head Siamese cats—they are nine 
years old. One is a seal point female named 
Rainier, her brother is a blue point named 
Purna.

Cornell veterinarian who influenced 
studies: It’s hard to decide. I appreciate 
the knowledge and patience each one has 
shared, and have especially enjoyed all my 
time with the many residents who taught 
me so much about patient care, client com-
munication, and medicine in general (always 
with a sense of humor and inspiring passion, 
despite their endless hours).

Favorite Cornell class or academic  
experience: While I enjoyed physiology and 
large-animal surgery/medicine, I’ve also really 
enjoyed all the bovine labs.

Career plans: Complete a one-year small-
animal rotating internship before entering 
general practice.

Jessie D. and Denny W. Speidel 
Scholarship in Feline Medicine
This scholarship, established by Patricia S. Cope 
’50 in honor of her parents, provides assistance 
to deserving, qualified veterinary students with 
demonstrated financial need. Preference is 
given to third- or fourth-year students in good 
academic standing who show an interest in fe-
line medicine and plan to pursue a career in the 
field. A related fund established by Cope sup-
ports the scholarship recipients by reimbursing 
the costs of their textbooks and supplies.

Jessie D. and Denny W. Speidel  
Scholarship in Feline Medicine 

Tradel Harris, Class of 2011

Hometown: Cedar Hill, Texas

Current companion animals: Olivia, four-year-old female, 
Domestic Short Hair brown and black tabby; Theodore 
Roosevelt, five-year-old male, grey and cream tabby

First interest in being a veterinarian: I learned to walk 
by holding the tails of my German Shepherds and have 
never lived without a pet. I have worked in veterinary hos-
pitals since age 13.

Cornell veterinarians who influenced studies: Dr. 
Susan Kimmel and Dr. Jean Ferreri. Sue helped me care 
for my cat who had a rare cancer and was also a lot of fun 
as a friend, not to mention brilliant in her field. Jean was 
always gentle and sweet. She was a true cat lover and we 
shared a soft spot for sometimes “difficult” patients.

Specific interest in feline medicine: Diseases of geriat-
ric and adult felines, specifically endocrinopathies.

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: Host, 
Agent, and Defense. For the first time I felt I was learning 
what we treat. My other favorite “class” is my graduating 
class of 2011. They are fun, laid-back, supportive of each 
other, and closely bonded.

Career plans: A mixed-animal practice serving a rural 
area similar to the one I grew up around.
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Scholarships

Melissa Turner, Class of 2010,  
president of Feline Club

Hometown: Melville, New York

Current companion animals: Oscar, my amazing and quirky 
five-year-old Domestic Short Hair, and my Wyandotte chick-
ens, Florence and Sylvia, who are masters of egg laying

Cornell veterinarian who influenced studies: Dr. Susanne 
Fischman taught me the importance of compassion in vet-
erinary medicine and was a continuing source of motivation 
before she came to Cornell. Here at Cornell, Dr. Paul Maza 
encouraged my enthusiasm for feline medicine and has 
shown me the importance of confidence as well as maintain-
ing a sense of humor.

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: Volunteer-
ing at Southside, working with Shelter Outreach Services, 
and all of the Animals, Veterinarians, and Society labs. The 
most memorable lab was the feline physical exam and re-
straint lab. I feel that the “less is more” restraint method 
emphasized is an integral part of keeping the stress level of 
feline patients to a minimum and maximizing the accuracy of 
the physical exam.

Career plans: To go into feline practice and eventually be-
come certified as a feline specialist. My other passion is con-
servation medicine, so I also hope to become involved with 
wild felid conservation programs.

Jessie D. and Denny W. Speidel  
Scholarship in Feline Medicine 

Scholarships

Ming Lui, Class of 2011

Hometown: Born in Hong Kong but lived in Brook-
lyn, New York, for the past 14 years

Current companion animals: Luby, Pomeranian

At home: Lego and Arwen, sibling Domestic Short 
Hair cats; Siu Jiu, the Persian

First interest in being a veterinarian: As an 
undergraduate when I was choosing between 
human medicine, vet school, or history research, 
I decided working with animals was the most 
appealing.

Cornell veterinarian who influenced studies: 
Dr. Alfonso Torres, who has been extremely helpful 
in providing contacts and insights into the different 
questions I have had about possible career paths 
and opportunities with which I can explore those 
options.

Specific interest in feline medicine: Internal 
medicine/oncology.

Favorite Cornell class or academic experience: 
Function and Dysfunction.

Career plans: Internship after graduation followed 
by a residency, possibly in internal medicine.

Jessie D. and Denny W. Speidel  
Scholarship in Feline Medicine 
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“Cats: Born to Survive” on Animal 
Planet

On the April 10, 2009, broadcast of Animal 
Cops on Animal Planet, Dr. Fred Scott, 
director of the Feline Health Center, and 
Drs. Christine Bellezza and Paul Maza, 
feline consultants, made special appear-
ances. The show’s theme centered on how 
instinct and anatomy help a cat to survive 
extreme conditions. Among the facts 
shared:  
• Cats’ whiskers allow them to feel around 
in dark or tight spaces, enabling them to 
sense what is in their immediate environ-
ment, like a hole that might be just big 
enough to fit through.  

• The external ears of a cat have almost 
three dozen separate muscles that can 
move the pinna of the ear around to local-
ize and capture sound more efficiently, 
increasing their chances of localizing prey 
or alerting them to dangers.  
• The combination of the vestibular system 
and the musculoskeletal system has given 
cats a distinct survival advantage when 
falling from heights. The vestibular system 
senses balance or positional differences 
related to a normal standing position and, 
if a cat is falling upside down, it alerts the 
body to twist and hold itself in a position 
such that not only will the cat land feet 
first but also will have minimal trauma 
upon impact.  
• The feline tail helps in balance when 
climbing, jumping, or balancing along a 
narrow ledge.  
• Protractile claws may be the best tool and 
weapon cats possess in both helping them 
catch prey and defend themselves against 
predators. Claws can be held in a sheathed-
like position until needed, to help keep 
them sharp and not interfere with walking. 

News and Events

Practice Service at the Cornell Univer-
sity Hospital for Animals. “Dr. Maza is 
most deserving of this national award. 
Paul embodies the commitment to en-
thusiastic and innovative teaching in our 
professional curriculum,” said Mark S. 
Roberson, chair and professor of physiol-
ogy in the Department of Biomedical 
Sciences. “Perhaps more importantly, 
Dr. Maza is an excellent mentor and role 
model to numerous veterinary students 
here at Cornell University. We are ex-
tremely lucky to have such a dedicated 
educator.”  

Dr. Carolyn McDaniel Receives 
Teaching Excellence Award

In December 
2008, during 
the College of 
Veterinary Medi-
cine’s Class of 
2010 White Coat 
Ceremony, the 
Student Chapter 
of the American 
Veterinary Medi-
cal Association (SCAVMA) presented  
Dr. Carolyn McDaniel, feline consul-
tant, with the Teaching Excellence 
Award in Basic Sciences. The award 
is given to professors who show ex-
traordinary dedication to teaching. Dr. 
McDaniel was recognized for her skill-
ful ability to facilitate discussion and 
encourage interaction with students. 
She is an instructor in the pre-clinical 
veterinary curriculum, advisor to the 
student chapters of the American As-
sociation of Feline Practitioners and the 
American Animal Hospital Association, 
and active in several student programs 
including the Southside Community 
Practice and student shelter medicine 
group. SCAVMA representative Cherise 
Sullivan ’10 says that Dr. McDaniel goes 
“beyond the call of duty when reaching 
out to students.”

New York State Veterinary 
Conference

In October 2008, the Feline Health 
Center staffed a booth at the first an-
nual New York State Veterinary Confer-
ence held at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. This event offered a wide 
variety of continuing education op-
portunities to more than 475 veterinar-
ians, technicians, and students from 
throughout New York and surrounding 
states. Staff members were on hand to 
answer questions about the center and 
distribute information on feline health. 
The center’s display featured its popular 
embroidered fleece sweatshirts and Cats 
Rule T-shirts, whose profits are used to 
help support feline health studies.

43rd Annual Open House 

In April 2009, the Feline Health Center 
staffed a booth at the College of Vet-
erinary Medicine’s 43rd Annual Open 
House. Hosted by students, faculty, and 
staff, this event offers 4,000 to 5,000 visi-
tors an opportunity to take an in-depth 
look into the field of veterinary medicine. 
The event featured a variety of tours, 
lectures, exhibits, and demonstrations, 

such as the underwater treadmill for pain 
management in small animals, animal 
pathology show and tell, and petting zoo. 
Staff members fielded questions about 
the Feline Health Center and distributed 
information on feline health to attendees. 

Cornell Reunion Weekend 

During Cornell Reunion Weekend in 
June 2009, the Feline Health Center 
joined with the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Barton Hall to greet alumni 
and friends. Dr. Fred Scott, director, was 
on hand to talk with alumni about the 
center and its feline health endeavors. 
He enjoyed greeting cat enthusiasts and 
reminiscing about the veterinary school 
when he was a student. 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Injured Bobcat Treated at Cornell

Elusive and stealthy, bobcats are nocturnal 
predators, so daytime sightings are infre-
quent, according to Dr. Noha Abou-Madi, 
lecturer in wildlife and exotic animal 
medicine at the Cornell College of Veteri-
nary Medicine. When bobcats do show 
themselves, she added, it is most definitely 
a treat—these creatures are powerful and 
agile athletes. Doctors at the college were 
given the chance to restore a bobcat’s 
ability to walk—even run—when an area 
wildlife rehabilitator brought an injured 
animal to the Janet L. Swanson Wildlife 
Health Center. After being hit by a vehicle 
in the Albany, New York, area, the bobcat 
was brought to the Wildlife Health Cen-
ter and then transported to the Cornell 
University Hospital for Animals (CUHA) 
where he presented with a fractured pelvis 
and a broken femur. With financial sup-
port from the Feline Health Center, the 
CUHA, and the Janet L. Swanson Wildlife 

the steel plate is intended to accelerate the 
cat’s recovery and enhance his long-term 
mobility. This was an excellent opportu-
nity to focus on finding the best surgical 
method to preserve the animal’s ability 
to run and jump, while at the same time 
minimizing the chance of long-term com-
plications; indeed, his ability to live in the 
wild will depend upon both.”

Ithaca Receives Honorable 
Mention as a Cat-Friendly City

CATalyst Council, a coalition  
of the veterinary commu- 
nity, academia, nonprofits,  
industry, and animal  
welfare organizations,  
performed a review of  
several major metropol- 
itan areas to determine 
the top 10 cat-friendly  
cities. The cities in  
the top 10 included  
Tampa, Phoenix, San Francisco, Portland 
(Oregon), Denver, Boston, Seattle, San 
Diego, Atlanta, and Minneapolis. CATalyst 
applauded the efforts of these major met-
ropolitan areas for providing a wealth of 
resources for cats and their owners. CATa-
lyst noted Ithaca for honorable mention as 
it is home to the Feline Health Center.  

Health Center, the cat underwent ortho-
pedic surgery on June 19, 2009. During 
the three-hour operation, surgeons Dr. 
Stuart Bliss and Dr. Heather Knapp-Hoch 
removed the head and neck of the femur 
and stabilized the fractured portion of 
the pelvis with application of a steel plate 
with seven screws. “Not only was the 
cat in pain, but his ability to survive as a 
functioning, highly athletic, predatory 
animal depends on a successful surgical 
outcome,” said Dr. Knapp-Hoch, a resi-
dent with the small-animal surgery unit at 
the CUHA. “Removing the fractured head 
of the femur will prevent the development 
of painful and debilitating arthritis of the 
hip, and stabilization of the pelvis with 

Dr. Paul Maza Receives SAVMA 
Award 

Dr. Paul Maza, 
feline consultant, 
received the Student 
American Veterinary 
Medical Association 
(SAVMA) Teaching 
Excellence Award in 
Basic Sciences. An 
anatomy lecturer at 
the Cornell Univer-
sity College of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. 
Maza teaches with a team of instructors in 
a problem-based learning course on gross, 
microscopic, developmental, and clinical 
anatomy. He also serves as a consultant 
and mentor for students in the Community 



Special Gifts and Bequests

Phyllis Siskel Grants Three Wishes
Sometimes, all you have to do is ask. Elizabeth, 
the Feline Health Center’s feline ambassador, 
wrote out her wish list last year—and Phyllis  
Siskel granted three of those wishes. Siskel do-
nated funds for endoscopy equipment, a blood 
pressure measurement unit, and cat-sized laparo-
scopic tools.

Siskel, who describes herself as “an animal 
person from A to Z,” lives in Sarasota, Florida, 
with cats Buddy and Little Laurie. Both of her 
feline housemates can thank their lucky stars for 
Siskel’s kindness. Through her work with the 
Sarasota Animal Rescue Coalition (ARC), she 
fostered Buddy, a very sick feral kitten when he 
was rescued five years ago. Siskel and her beloved 
husband, Norman (who passed away in 2005), fell 
for the little fellow as they nursed him back to 
health. 

 “My husband and I had recently lost one of our 
own cats, and Buddy needed a home,” Siskel re-
calls. “After a couple of days, I asked my husband 
what we should do with him. He replied, ‘I kinda 
like the little guy; I think we should keep him. He 
can be your buddy.’”

Little Laurie, now 10 months old, had a broken 
leg when she was found by the side of the road. 
Siskel fostered her during the kitten’s recovery 
from surgery and kept her, too. “Little Laurie can 
leap tall buildings now!” says Siskel.

In honor of Siskel’s work, ARC named its feral 
cat program after Buddy. One Sunday each month, 
volunteers trap feral cats, spay/neuter them, and 
then return the adult cats back to their colonies 
and find homes for the kittens. The program was 
launched in 2002 to stem the rapid population 
growth of feral cats—73 million nationwide and 

    “I like what the 
Feline Health Center  
     does and want to  
be a part of it.”
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Elizabeth

Siskel with Little Laurie

When I was 30 I rescued a wonderful cat that I named 
Chris. At the time I was a bit at loose ends and didn’t 
know what to do with my life, but she changed every-
thing.

Chris, who was a white short-haired cat with a bit of 
black on her head, became my “little girl”—we were 
like one. She woke me up every morning by purring 
right into my ear, and it was like Christmas every day. 
When Chris had kittens, she gave birth under my bed, 
where she felt safe. It was the happiest time in her life.

Other cats have come into my life as well. They just 
seemed to know I was the right person to come to. I 
remember seeing cat footprints up my driveway in the 
snow to my front door day after day, and I felt so sad 
that I was warm and cozy and the unknown cat was 
out in the cold. I put food out on Christmas Eve, then 
put out a live trap and brought him in. The poor cat 
was very traumatized, probably having been taken 
from his mother too early. I took in another shivering 
kitty on a windy day—he was in the trap within  
15 minutes. 

Chris lived to be nearly 18 years old.

                                                             —Daria Woodruff
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Special Gifts and Bequests Special Gifts and Bequests

Frances Nall was known for her genuineness, 
grace, dignity, and compassion. She will also be 
forever known as an animal lover who supported 
hundreds of companion animals during her life-
time and countless others through a generous  
bequest she left to the Feline Health Center that 
will advance the health and well-being of cats. 

Nall was a regular supporter of the Feline 
Health Center, having made annual gifts since 
1974. Dr. Fred Scott, founding director, remem-
bers Nall’s gift in 1974 as one of the first received, 
and her faithful support over the years has been 
vital to the continuance of the center’s research 
and education activities aimed at improving feline 
health.

“Frances just loved cats,” said Mali Chamness, 
the mayor of Clewiston, Florida, who developed a 
meaningful relationship with Nall as a child that 
she said grew ever stronger over the years. “Her 
cats—mostly Burmese and Siamese, although she 
adopted many homeless cats, too—normally lived 
20 or more years. She was passionate about help-
ing cats have better lives.” 

Nall was a founding member of the Clewiston 
Friends of the Animals (FOA) organization, a non-
profit dedicated to reducing the number of unwant-
ed cats and dogs in the city. FOA provides low-cost, 

high-quality spays and neuters for animals whose 
owners complete an application, pay a modest fee, 
and take the animal to a participating veterinarian. 
Nall’s interest in the pet overpopulation epidemic 
began with an awareness of the “tens of thousands 
of unwanted animals ‘put to sleep’ by the Humane 
Society in Dade County [Florida],” according to an 
article in the Clewiston News. 

To find the inspiration for Nall’s generosity, one 
must look no farther than her commitment to 
community service, according to Chamness, who 
noted that Nall earned Clewiston’s Outstanding 
Community Service Award in 1998. 

“Although most of her charitable work was  
directed toward helping animals, Frances sup-
ported several other organizations too, and she 
and her husband, Campbell, were dedicated to the 
country,” said Chamness, recalling Campbell’s 
participation in World War II and Frances’s ser-
vice as the executive secretary of the draft board. 
“They were both very patriotic.” 

Nall was also “there” for dozens of young 
adults by establishing a scholarship for worthy 
high school students. Presented by the Rotary 
every year, the fund was created by Nall in her 
husband’s memory after his death in 1985. The 
Nalls were both Rotarians, contributors to the 
Rotary Foundation, and Paul Harris Fellows, rec-
ognizing their support of Rotary International. 

“She had a way of selecting students that was 
systematic,” said Chamness. “All of the recipients 
have graduated and are doing well. The commit-
tee hopes to be just as successful when choosing 
recipients in the future. Frances will be missed 
by her friends, and her love of Clewiston and 
generosity to others will be remembered fondly 
by the community.”

As well, Nall’s kindness continues to be appre-
ciated by the Feline Health Center.

by Stephanie Specchio

Wishes Fulfilled 
by Siskel’s Gifts

up to 60,000 in Sarasota County alone—that suffer from 
illness, parasitic infection, starvation, traumatic injuries, 
and sometimes even human cruelty and death.

In addition to her efforts with the ARC, Siskel vol-
unteers for Southeastern Guide Dogs and the Humane 
Society of Sarasota County, for which she has been a 
“cat cuddler” and been involved in adoption and  
spay/neuter clinics.

For all her work on behalf of animals, Siskel was one 
of several honorees in “For the Love of Animals 2009,” 
a special event to honor outstanding people in the pet 
community. In describing Siskel’s devotion to cats, 
ARC’s medical director Laurie A. Walmsley says,  
“Phyllis is one of the most humane and charitable peo-
ple I know. She gets right in there and rolls her sleeves 
up. She’s not only making a donation; she is making life 
changes for every doctor, every volunteer, and every cat 
that crosses her path.”

FHC Connection
Siskel’s connection to the Feline Health Center goes 
back to 1983 when she got her cat Mickey and saw an 
ad for the FHC newsletter in Cat Fancy magazine. She 
signed up for membership, “and that’s how it all start-
ed,” she says. Over the years, she attended several FHC 
seminars for pet owners, getting to know Dr. Fred Scott 
and Dr. James Richards in the process.

The Feline Health Center and the College of Veteri-
nary Medicine have been receiving substantial gifts 
from Siskel for many years. One year, a little extra gift 
arrived: Siskel had an artist create a caricature of the 
FHC’s former mascot and tuxedo kitty, Dr. Mew. The 
picture hangs in the main office today.

Siskel believes in spreading the word about FHC’s 
valuable work. “I like what the Feline Health Center 
does and want to be a part of it,” she says.

A marathon runner, Siskel says when it comes to tak-
ing care of our feline and canine friends, she is in it for 
the long haul. 

by Liz Bauman, Cornell ’73 

Lifelong Cat Lover Remembers Feline Health Center

2000. Frances Nall and Ashley at home.

Siskel had an artist create a caricature of the FHC’s former 
mascot and tuxedo kitty, Dr. Mew, shown here with Dr. James 
Richards. 

1970s. The Nalls at home with 
Cocoa, who lived to be 22 (held 
by Campbell), and Bambi (held by 
Frances). Bambi died in 1985 after 
Campbell’s death. Frances believed 
that Bambi died of grief.

“Frances was passionate about helping  
   cats have better lives.”
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Endoscopy equipment for diagnosis and treat-
ment of cancers, strictures, and foreign body 
retrieval
“Endoscopy has become an invaluable tool in the 
diagnosis of gastrointestinal disorders. Veterinar-
ians rely on this minimally invasive procedure to 
provide useful information that will guide their 
treatment decisions.” 

—Dr. Dwight Bowman, Professor of Parasitology;  
Dr. Kenneth Simpson, Professor of Medicine;  
Dr. Alice Lee, Postdoctoral Associate

VMedDop Doppler Blood Pressure unit for 
measuring blood pressure in hypertensive cats 
with eye diseases
“We see many older cats every year with  
untreated high blood pressure that results in  
retinal complications that may lead to blindness.” 

—Dr. Thomas Kern, chief of the Section of 
Ophthalmology

Cat-sized laparoscopic surgical instruments 
“Laparoscopic surgery avoids the discomfort  
associated with abdominal incisions and hastens 
the recovery of our feline patients.” 

—Dr. James Flanders, director of the Division of 
Medicine and Surgery



Dr. James R. Richards, Jr. 
Memorial Fund for Feline 
Health

Stephen Band
Dr. Jane Brunt 
Mary T. Cameron
Marilyn L. Cassidy
Ms. Rae Clark 
Sandra and Ian Craig 
The Daisy’s Dream Foundation 
Frances A. Frey
Germinder & Associates, Inc.
Kate Harcourt 
Theresa A. Hastings
Elsie Johnson
Marilyn Kupchak
Thomas and Beth Lamons
Becky Livingston 
Dr. Peter Malnati
Laurie Mass
Donald and Joanne McKinley 
James and Marian Mills
Amy L. Mowrey
Jennifer Neel
Mary E. Price
Helen and John Putre
Robert Slocum
Dr. Ingrid Spatt 
Jaclyn Spear
Elaine Wechsler

Dr. Louis J. Camuti Memorial 
Endowment Fund

Nina C. Danielsen
Ron Feathers
Jane Henle
Mary C. Peters
Anita M. Radin
Thea and David Renaud
Michael Schlesinger

July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009
Founded in 1974 to promote feline veterinary medi-
cine, the Cornell Feline Health Center has relied upon 
contributions from veterinarians and cat lovers to ad-
vance feline health and foster education about feline 
medicine. 

As we consider our many achievements, we are ever 
mindful that our prominence as a leader in feline medi-
cine has been made possible through a vast network 
of friends, colleagues, veterinarians, and supporters 
who share a deep love and appreciation for cats.

The following pages represent a collection of gifts 
received during the July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009, 
fiscal year. These gifts, along with the support of our 
members, help the center in its mission “to improve 
the health and well-being of cats everywhere.”

Honor Roll of Giving

$2.9 million
Estate of Jean Holzworth

$50,000–$100,000
Estate of Celina Field
Estate of Frances M. Nall

$10,000–$49,999
Estate of Ruth N. Downes
Paulette Fownes
Estate of Rhoda A. Hogan
The Clara L.D. Jeffery Trust

$1,000–$9,999
Lewis and Amanda Berman
James Calore and Patricia 
Mozzicato
Jane E. Clifford (in memory 
of Tasha)
Stephanie C. Codrea (in 
memory of Mew, Shadow, 
Lady, Boy, Smokey, Mac, 
Fella, Midnight, Cali, 
Batman, and Rusty)
Susan Constantinides (in 
memory of Tinkerbell)
The Daisy’s Dream 
Foundation
Steve Dale
Dr. Robert Ferber
Mark and Emily Frolick (in 
memory of Yogi and Kodi; in 
honor of Dr. Timothy Wolf 
and Dr. Kelly Wang)
Germinder & Associates, Inc.
Francis Hawkins, Jr. and 
Maria Das Neves
Margo Hebald and Leon 
Embry
Wes and Lyn Hoffmaster
Barbara Howard
Irvine Veterinary Services, Inc.
Dr. Peter Malnati
Frank and Helayne Maurer
Ellice McDonald, Jr.
The Memton Fund (in 
memory of Dr. James R. 
Richards, Jr.)
Patricia A. Myers
Jennifer Neel (in memory of 
Gilligan)
Ms. R. Joan Newcome (in 
memory of Smoky Forrester 
and Tango Novak)
Pender Pet Caring 
Foundation
Elizabeth M. Pfriem (in 
honor of Coco)
Charles C. and Nancy F. 
Philipp
Dr. and Mrs. Donald C. 
Powell

The Honor Roll of Giving identifies gifts received during 
the July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009, fiscal year. Gift descrip-
tions appear, when provided, for gifts of $100 and more. 
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information represented on the accompanying pages. 
Please notify Sheryl Thomas concerning any errors or 
exclusions at 607.253.3001 or at sat6@cornell.edu.

W. Gregory Gallagher
Ann R. Hardy (William 
Ledoux Memorial Fund)
Leanna I. Jensen (in memory 
of Wheezer, Muffin, Buster, 
Murphy, Smokey, Gus, and 
Pumpkin)
Sharon Kapple
Dr. Timothy A. Kneen
John and Marilyn Kuray (in 
memory of Missy)
Dr. David E. Lawrence
Anna Miklasinska
Dr. Lloyd E. Miller
Michele Mize
Richard N. Reciniello (in 
memory of Maxine, Silver, 
and Anisette)
Regina M. Rubenstein (in 
memory of Avery Perran)
Jeffery and Mary Jane Scott
Janet C. Spadora (in memory 
of Reily)
Elizabeth Spangler (in 
memory of Tonka)
Jaclyn A. Spear
Joan Sulewski (in memory of 
Ms. Judy Abbey)
Alyce A. Swartz (Sunday, 
Scooter, and Sundance 
Swartz Memorial Fund; in 
memory of Pesto)
Dr. Larissa J. Taylor (in honor 
of Kitikat)
Lois Thompson (in memory 
of Emily and Lily)
Thomas and Jane Yarborough 
(in memory of Miss Kitty, 
Black Beauty, and Scruffy)

$250–$499
Dr. Eric Averill
Kurt and Waltraud Bauer
Virginia M. Budd
Maryada Buell
John and Ruth Carter
Joseph S. Casula
Theodore Chu
Don W. Cleveland and 
Margaret A. Lopata
Barry and Sylvia D’Aprix (in 
memory of Bubba, Roger, 
Miss Kitty, and Alvin)
Christine Decker (in memory 
of Nimbus)
Linda M. Delloff (in honor of 
Sugar Johnson)
Martha J. Dodge
Ron Feathers
John I. Frederick
Elizabeth Graves
Christine Guy (in memory of 
Alice Guy)

Dr. Richard W. Reid (in 
memory of Empress Sawaat 
Ratchana Poodah)
Amy Roth (in honor of Dr. 
Christine Murphy)
Peggy Schiller (in honor of 
Dr. Charles Schwirck)
Kenneth Sharigian and 
Patricia Armstrong
Frances M. Shloss
Barbara J. Siepierski (in 
memory of Caesar)
Phyllis Siskel (in honor of 
Buddy and Little Laurie)
Nancy Sommer (in memory 
of Mikey)
Dr. and Mrs. David D. Stahl
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. 
Stanton (in memory of June-
Bear and Smokey)
Carol K. Stocker (in memory 
of Dr. James R. Richards, Jr.)
William and Janet Wesson
Joanne M. Williams
Wolford Legacy Foundation
Michael D. Zemsky
Anonymous (1)

$500–$999
Dr. Alan Baum
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Baum
Katherine R. Blyth
Dr. Jane Brunt (in memory of 
Dr. James Richards, Jr., and 
Dr. Jean Holzworth)
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Buff, 
Jr. (in memory of Cleopatra 
and Willey)
Susan Burger (in memory of 
Dusty, Honey, and Tuffy)
Cathleen Burns (in memory 
of Patrick and his dog, 
Mickey)
Mary A. Clifford (in memory 
of Purcilla Sanford, Wind 
Song, Tail Chaser, Buddy, 
Sumi Sue, Spot, and Cali)
Gerald and Dorothy Cook
Col. and Mrs. Lawrence C. 
Crockett
Kay Culver and David Smith
Nina C. Danielsen
Carol W. Dean (in memory of 
Bart and Natalie)
Elisabeth Dogot
The Draper Charitable 
Foundation (in honor of Dr. 
Russell Kellogg)
Dr. Deborah M. Eldredge (in 
memory of Yin Yin Adelman 
and Samantha)
Sharon Ferguson
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Mr. and Mrs. Pasquale 
Iannuzzi, Jr. (in memory of 
Isabella)
Tanya Johns (in memory of 
Inspector Chauncey Hobnob)
Naomi J. Kartin and Mark 
R. Katz
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kerch 
(in memory of Little Guy)
Gerald and Jane King (in 
honor of Jim and Joan 
Holloway)
Lisa Kole
KPMG
Dr. Amy Lynn
Alline Matheson (in memory 
of Lorenzo, Felina, and 
Spook)
Barbara A. Maxwell
Nancy McMullen
Sarah Medvitz (in memory of 
Tucker and Ali)
Susan S. Menson (in memory 
of Sophie and Misty)
James and Marian Mills (in 
honor of Shiloh, Kedryn, 
Madison, Dana, Demelza, 
and Nomad)
Joanne Miserandino
Patrice M. Molnar and 
Christopher Picaut (in 
memory of Czar Mikhail 
Barynishkot)
Emily A. Nielsen
North Coast Cat Fanciers
Ruth A. Oconnell (in memory 
of Mrs. Gladys Remerick)
Edward H. Ong
Karen A. Oros
Cynthia Oviatt and the 
neighbors at Stover Court 
(in memory of Todd)
Charlene Placido
Ernesta G. Procope
Helen and John Putre
Ann Ramsey
Terri L. Reicher (in memory 
of Sasha and Ginny)
Dr. Deirdre Ryan (in memory 
of Mama Cat; in honor of 
Sandi Piereth-Kreese)
Arthur J. Schnabel and  
James G. Parker (in memory 
of Susan Buehler)
John B. Shumaker
Dr. Ingrid Spatt (in memory 
of Marcello, Thumper, Rudy, 
and Blackie)
Cathy A. Stawarski (in 
memory of Patches and 
Casper)
Dr. Gayle Sternefeld
Frederick Sterns (in memory 
of MiuOaHotepCat)

Nancy H. Stetson
Ryan T. Storey
Joan Susha (in memory of 
Elizabeth Susha)
Frank and Rose Swiskey 
(in memory of Tugger, 
Buttercup, and Muffin)
J. Grover Thomas family 
(in memory of Frankie 
Sigelbaum)
Henry P. Trawick, Jr.
Daria L. Woodruff (in 
memory of Bashful)

$100–$249
Margaret and John Abajian
Lauress Ackman (in memory 
of Buttons)
Melvin Adelman and Susan 
Hunsdon
Jeanne Adlon (in memory of 
Freddie Linder, Alice Busloff, 
Sassafras Keith, Felix Von 
Zernick, Spirit Hops, and 
Henry Busloff)
Linda and David Alger (in 
memory of Boots)
Barbara and Tim Allen (in 
memory of Irene Breiter and 
Lucille)
Elizabeth N. Allred
Leo M. Alves and Patricia A. 
Grove (in memory of Pooh 
Cat, Jellicle Cat, Tribble Cat, 
and Ramona Cat)
Department of Anatomic 
Pathology, Cornell University 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine (in memory of 
Alene Coupe)
Dr. James R. Ansley (in honor 
of Laurie Dessau; in memory 
of Arthur Eskridge)
Mrs. John H. Arnold, Jr.
Judith E. Ausmus (in memory 
of Schubert)
Carol J. Auster
Julie Avera (in honor of Dr. 
Jennifer L. Zurkus, Cornell 
2001; in memory of Horatio)
Jeffrey and Kim Baldwin
Sheila Bank
Cheryl Bard and David 
Lenaburg (in memory of 
Tutty, 1993–2002)
Dr. Jeffrey E. Barlough
Dr. Richard R. Basom
Cynthia A. Bauer
Mary H. Baum (in memory 
of Charlie)
Joel Beane
Gary and Martha Becker
Walter and Matilda Belley

Dr. Beth Benson (in memory 
of Jones Schnurbusch)
Barbara Beyea (in memory 
of Dusty)
Dr. Joanne Bicknese
Elizabeth Biddick
Dr. Diane Biederman-Brynda 
Vicki L. Bingo (in memory 
of Tyler)
Charles and Joyce Biss
Sarah Black and Bill 
MacCormack (in memory 
of Loki; in honor of guests 
of the MacCormack/Black 
wedding)
Maryellen Blake
Dr. Don A. Boardman, Jr. 
(in memory of Ms. Ellie Mae 
Herder)
Cynthia M. Boatright
Melinda F. Boehringer (in 
memory of of Renate Schmid)
Kristen and Brad Bonar 
(Sterling Bonar Memorial 
Fund)
Cynthia Bonner
Louis M. Borgia
John and Patricia Branch, Jr. 
(in memory of Sammy)
Ruth A. Branoff
Carol S. Brewer
Michael Briggs (in memory 
of Fuzz)
Sanford A. Bristol
Barbara Bruno
Mary T. Cameron (in 
memory of Collette Natale)
Dr. Allan V. Carb
Lucy and Joseph Carbonello 
(in honor of Selena, Sophia, 
and Gabriella)
Nora J. Carlson (in memory 
of Edith Jeanne Taffin)
Judith and George Carmany 
(in honor of Satchel and 
Maudie Carmany/Schoenberg)
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. 
Carroll
Steven F. Casabella (in 
memory of Tucker)
Paul and Jane Cashman
Karen and Douglass 
Charipper
Chateaux Software (Sterling 
Bonar Memorial Fund)
Allan and Cathy Claypool (in 
memory of Spike, wonderful 
mother to all of us)
Julie G. Clifford (in memory 
of Guinevere, a.k.a. Mama 
Curves)
Lawrence B. Cline
Charles G. Copeland (in 
memory of Hattie)

Recognizing individuals 

and corporations whose 

charitable support 

for the Cornell Feline 

Health Center is making 

the world a better place 

for cats—one donation 

at a time.



Feline Health Center 
Scholarship Fund
Established by an anonymous friend, 
the Feline Health Center Scholarship 
was created to provide assistance to 
veterinary students who have a special 
interest in feline medicine, who are in 
good academic standing, and who have 
a demonstrated financial need. 

To make a gift to the scholarship 
fund, please phone Sheryl Thomas at 
607.253.3001 or visit us online at  
www.vet.cornell.edu/FHC and select the 
How to Help section. Under the Contribu-
tions heading (near the top of the page), 
click the link for online giving and com-
plete the form, making sure to choose 
Feline Scholarship Fund in the “Please 
apply gift to” drop-down box in the Gift 
Section of the form.

The Altus Family
Dr. Don A. Boardman, Jr. 
Kelley Hutcheson
Elizabeth M. Pfriem

Feline Care Fund
Funds donated to the Feline Care Fund 
at the Center help support the medical 
treatment of cats at the Cornell Univer-
sity Hospital for Animals whose owners 
are experiencing financial hardship. Gifts 
to this fund may be made online at  
www.vet.cornell.edu/FHC under the How 
to Help section. Under the Contributions 
heading (near the top of the page), click 
the link for online giving, and complete 
the form, making sure to choose Feline 
Care Fund in the “Please apply gift to” 
drop-down box in the Gift Section of 
the form. For assistance in making a 
gift, please phone Sheryl Thomas at 
607.253.3001.

Horace Altman
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Domagalski
Leanna I. Jensen 

Matching Gift Companies
Did you know that you can increase the 
impact of your gift and its benefit for cats 
through your employer’s matching gifts 
program? Many corporations match gifts 
at the rate of one or even two times the 
amount of their employees’ charitable 
contributions. Rules and regulations vary 
from company to company, so we sug-
gest that you check with your company 
to see if you can take advantage of this 
wonderful opportunity to further the 
center’s important work. In three easy 
steps, you can do even more to help 
cats. Simply obtain an employee match-
ing gifts form from your employer, com-
plete the section indicated, and submit 
it with your check made payable to the 
Cornell Feline Health Center, College 
of Veterinary Medicine, Hungerford Hill 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14853. We will take it 
from there and work with your employer 
to secure the gift. 

Axa Foundation
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
General Mills Foundation
IBM Corporation
Johnson & Johnson
J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation
Lockheed Martin
McGraw Hill Companies
Prudential Insurance Foundation
Random House, Inc.
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Thomson North America Legal
Verizon Foundation

William Copeland 
(in memory of Toby 
McLaughlin)
Ruth M. Corbett (in memory 
of Figaro)
Nancy Cottom (in memory 
of Biggie)
Catherine Coviello and 
Paulette Zappulla (in 
memory of Cosmo)
Sandra and Ian Craig (in 
memory of Gumbie and Max)
Diane M. Cronin (in memory 
of Stormy)
Ernest Daher
Anita Dahlberg
Richard L. Dalton (in 
memory of Lois and Mewt)
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 
F. Dannible (in honor of 
Internal Revenue Code, a.k.a. 
Codey)
Emily J. Davis (in honor of 
Dr. George Korin, Cornell 
1997, and Dr. Jean Ferreri, 
Cornell 1997; in memory of 
Felix)
Robert F. Davis (in honor of 
Bette Davis)
Alexander DeBartolo
Peggy and Jim DeBerry (in 
memory of Horatio Avera)
Jane C. Dent
Pauline Desrosiers (in 
memory of Honeymoon; in 
honor of Canadian Mountie 
Callison)
Adrienne and Michael 
Deutsch (in memory of Cleo 
Spector)
Katherine A. Dey (in memory 
of Jason)
Roger and Barbara Ditman
Judy A. Doi
Karen M. Dunne (in memory 
of Lancelot Lynx and Roscoe)
John C. and Fran-Lee 
Edwards
Robert W. Emens
Vicki Engard
Mark K. Espie (in memory 
of Jessy)
John Fedele
Debbie Fisher (in memory of 
Rudy Fisher)
Susan E. Fisher
Eleanor, Emma, Allene, and 
Jef Flanders (in memory of 
Buddy Nims)
Michael J. Franconi, Jr. (in 
memory of Cricket)
Dr. Christabel H. Frederick
Frances A. Frey (in memory 
of Dr. James Richards, Jr. and 
Dr. Mew)

Sharon Metsch
Melanie Michailidis (in 
memory of Shirin)
Phyllis Micketti
Richard and Linda Mikna
Margaret Miles
Stephen and Linda Mitchell 
(in memory of SaMmy Lis)
Donna Mochi (in memory 
of Maxi)
Vivian Morgan-Mendez 
(in memory of Cooncraft 
Amelie)
Kathleen C. Morries (in 
memory of Brownie-Bear)
Constance H. Morrison (in 
memory of Gizmo)
Marjorie H. Moseley (in 
memory of Bootsie)
Amy L. Mowrey
Norm Mullen (in memory of 
Gypsy)
Catherine Murphy (in 
memory of Peanut)
Therese S. Murphy (in honor 
of Weiser; in memory of 
C-Heart and PuttPutt)
Patricia M. Myers (in memory 
of Olympia Burton)
Debra Nead
Kathleen M. Nece (in 
memory of Patches and Sassy)
Jean G. Nicholas (in honor of 
Dr. Anne S. Rice)
Mr. and Mrs. Denton E. 
Nichols (in memory of Maxi)
Thomas M. Niles
Edward J. Nowak and N. 
Laura Middleton
Michelle M. Okonski
Charlotte C. Olson
Dr. Lisa O’Quinn (in honor 
of Drs. Raymond Murow and 
Andrea Tasi)
Brigitta M. Ortner (in 
memory of Sisyphus and all 
my darling cats)
Lynn Osterberg (in honor of 
Dr. Michael D. Hoffman)
Kurt and Ruth Ott (in 
memory of Sandy and Penny)
Richard C. Pacco (in memory 
of Kacee)
Anne Pace (in memory of 
Wiley)
Lorraine and Genaro 
Pasquale (in memory of 
Blanche and Remy)
Marilynn Patzwald (in 
memory of Bobbie and Sarah)
William R. Payden
Peggy S. Payne
Herman Penner, Jr. (in 
memory of Doey)
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“Dr. Mew, I have your picture on my piano so I see you every day.” 

—Pauline Gherson, Billerica, Mass.

Linda Frieden
Larry Gabler
Gisela R. Gall
The Arthur J. Gallagher 
Foundation
James E. Gallagher, Jr. (in 
memory of Daland and 
Sigmond)
Dorothy I. Gardner (in honor 
of Earl “Jack” Iffland)
Patricia L. Garilli (in memory 
of Double Trouble and 
Cinder)
Craig M. Garretson (in 
memory of Mildred B. 
Garretson)
Jean L. Gaumer (in memory 
of Sam)
Amy and Scott Gilbert
Dolores D. Goodrich (in 
memory of John J. Goodrich)
Lauren E. Gordon
Norman and Dorothy 
Greenauer
Nancy Gregorich and Bryan 
Talbert
Suzanne Grosso
Lester and Betty Guttman
Carol F. and Robert H. Haller
Dr. Linda L. Hanson (in 
memory of Shamu Farragher)
Kate Harcourt (in memory 
of Tess)
Rose M. Harley
Dabney Hart (in memory of 
Winston)
J. Lynn and Shirley Hartford 
(in memory of Mr. Dickens)
Theresa A. Hastings (in 
memory of Captain Kitt, 
Reilly, and Pech Schwartz)
Havana Brown Fanciers
Terry-Anne Havel
Ann Heagle
Debbie Heller (in honor of 
all my cats, past, present, and 
future)
Linda E. Henderson (in 
memory of Ernest and 
Wilbur)
Jane Henle
Robert W. Hewitt (in 
memory of Louise F. Hewitt)
Joe and Judy Hickey (in 
memory of Buffy Horwath)
John Hinzelman and Tammy 
Gobert (in memory of Puska)
Laura Holms and Michael 
Martin (in memory of Buster 
and Bubba)
Mary E. Horsman (in 
memory of Frankie)

Mr. and Mrs. Weston 
Howland, III (in memory of 
Taj Kagan)
Suzanne Huard
Colleen T. Hudgens
Susan Hughes
Kelley Hutcheson (in 
memory of Sasha Louise)
Kathleen B. Jacklin
Greg and Janet Jensen
Elizabeth Jentz (in memory of 
Peanut Jentz)
Mr. and Mrs. George L. 
Johnson (in memory of 
Margaret J. Anderson and her 
cats, Ming, Maus 1, Tigger, 
and Maus 2)
Paul and Carole Johnson
William and Lisa Johnson
Berti S. Jones (in memory of 
Major Grey, Miss Marple, and 
Lil Red)
Kathleen Kearney (in 
memory of Warner O’Neill, 
Winslow Binder, Jasper 
Holmes, Leo Mirel, and 
Rodney Sorken)
Kentuckiana Cat Club
Susan Kieta (in memory of 
Pouncer)
Tamara Kirson and Mark 
Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
K. Klein (in memory of 
Diamond, Anthracite, 
Boscoe, and Ebony)
Kennis and Rachel Koldewyn 
(in honor of Nutmeg)
Irene Kopke (in memory of 
Merlin)
Lillian Kopp (in memory of 
Dr. Harold Kopp, Cornell 
1942)
Saul Korduner (in memory of 
Keaton)
Dr. David W. Krick (in honor 
of Gus Katz; in memory of 
Rudy)
Scott Kronland and Eileen 
Goldsmith (in memory of 
Frady)
Kate E. Kuharic
Susan J. Lacey (in memory of 
Sarah Lynn Krogh, Xena, and 
Thelma)
Patricia A. Lake
June R. Lanciani (in honor of 
Dotty Com)
Jackie Lapidus (in memory of 
Yoda Deggendorf/McClellan 
and Mitten Collier/
Zakupowski)
Cindy Larson and Ed Moura 
(in memory of Xena)
Maurice and Dona Latour

Darrow A. Lebovici and 
Margaret K. Twohey (in 
memory of Gabrielle; in 
honor of Dr. Kathy Ternes)
Judy Legeza
Melissa Lessard-York (in 
memory of Mallow and 
George)
Rosalie C. Levinson
Becky Livingston (in memory 
of Steuart)
Lombard Animal Clinic (in 
memory of Peter)
Michelle M. Lowe (in 
memory of Scout)
Andrea Lurie (in memory of 
Wendell R. Cat)
Cynthia Lyons (in memory of 
William A. Bowland)
Robert and Nancy Lyons (in 
memory of Koko; in honor of 
Dr. Edward Cole)
Joseph B. Markovich (in 
memory of Tigger; in honor 
of Dr. Dawn Stelling, Cornell 
1996)
Joan and Eugene Marshall 
(in memory of Peaches and 
Pepper)
Angela N. Martin (in memory 
of Donald)
Buell S. and Iona Martin (in 
memory of Molly; in honor of 
Dr. Tanya Battiston)
Clara Martin (in memory of 
Shoo-Shoo)
Shirley R. Martin
Mark J. Martinez (in memory 
of Tesla)
Laurie Mass (in memory of 
Boo-Boo)
Marie Matarazzo (in memory 
of Biggie)
Mary McAndrews (in 
memory of Patrick J. Reed)
Colleen M. McGrady (in 
honor of Dr. Kristina Wilson-
Hart)
Theresa McGregor (in 
memory of Taffy; in honor of 
Maizy)
Marie McInerney (in memory 
of Molly Kimba)
Thomas J. McKee (in memory 
of Pushkin and Natasha; 
in honor of Dr. Marjorie 
Keating)
Carol A. McKendry
Rosemary McLaughlin 
(in memory of George 
A. Mitchell and Kathleen 
Cummings)
Linda Merk (in memory of 
Holly and Mandy)
Richard and Cheryl Metrick

Mary C. Peters
Arlene E. Petty
Arthur O. Poltrack
Elliot E. Porter (in memory of 
Romeo Salgado)
Mr. and Mrs. William R. 
Postman, Jr.
Lou and Vera Poulos (in 
memory of Wallace and Cali 
Ann Buchanan)
Mary E. Price
Dr. Steven M. Price
Paula E. Rabkin
Jan Ralbovsky (in memory of 
Moses, Mover, and Rosie)
B. A. Rhodes (in memory of 
Mac)
Annette Ritenour (in memory 
of Orphie)
Susan M. Roberts
Jody Rogers (in memory of 
Maggie)
Eve S. Rosahn
Robert D. Rosenbaum (in 
memory of Mrs. Bertha 
Levine)
Lois Rosenberg
Rona S. Rosenberg
David and Joanne Rovee (in 
memory of India Bush)
Tim and Shelley Rueger (in 
memory of Colonel)
Ann P. Rutherford
Carole A. Sack
Ester Saghafi
Samantha Salkeld (in 
memory of Calvin Salkeld)
Sharon and James Salter (in 
honor of North Country 
Veterinary Service; in 
memory of Fazzy)
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Santilli 
(in memory of Funny)
Tanya R. Scheerer and 
Douglas B. Read (in memory 
of Claudia “Po”)
Susan Schellenberg (in 
memory of Sadie Perkins)
Roger and Louisa Schlenker 
(in honor of Dr. Bruce 
Jackson)
Robert and Eileen Scott 
(in memory of William A. 
Bowland)
Michael and Patricia Senken
Nancy Slaybaugh (in memory 
of Pookie and Eliza)
Sheila A. Smith
Ted Snyderman and Diane 
Lawhon (in memory of Nico 
and Cassie)

Southern Michigan 
Veterinary Medical 
Association (in honor of Dr. 
Amy Lynn, Cornell 2006)
Dorota Staniewska (in 
memory of Ringit)
C. R. Starnes, III
Richard Steeg and Jayne 
Bourke
Dr. Julie A. Stephens
Patricia C. Stephens (in 
memory of New Cat)
Anne O. Stirlen
Dr. and Mrs. Glen E. Stockett 
(in memory of Pixie)
Shepard B. Stone
Alice C. Straus Charitable 
Gift Fund
Vaunita R. Struble (in 
memory of Charlie)
B. A. Suggs
Barbara E. Swarthout
Charles Sweeney
Judy Swett (in memory of 
Ollie)
Maleyne Syracuse and 
Michael Trenner
Joyce A. Tatanus (in memory 
of BC)
Ross W. Thompson
Joanna J. Townsend
Susan Trenka-Benthin
William B. Wagner
Angell Waks (in memory of 
William A. Bowland)
Lynda L. Walker
Dr. Tina Waltke
Melba Watts (in memory of 
Cleonardo DiCatprio Katz 
Watts)
Joyce and Harold Way (in 
memory of Jennifer and 
Geoffrey)
Elaine Weiner (in memory of 
Rachel)
Carol Weiser and Dennis 
Oberholtzer
Jerene Weitman
Ralph L. Wilgarde
Deborah K. Williams (in 
memory of Jake and Stella 
Potetz)
Elisabeth Williams
Sherrie L. Winters (in 
memory of Dr. John Wright 
and Peter J. Winters)
Martha Withington
Foster J. Witthauer
G. Michael Woloch
Dr. and Mrs. Morton Wood
Debra Yanavok (in memory 
of Sal and Dali)

Alison Young (in memory of 
Chas and Nick Ring/Cox)
Jane Youngers
Yvonne and Nick Zaboukos
Robin J. Zee
Ann W. Zellmer
Merrilee Zigarelli (in 
memory of Muppie Alcaro)
Gail A. Zoerner (in memory 
of Stitches)
Dr. Debra Zoran
Anonymous (2)

Up to $100
Patricia Abbenda
Lila R. Abeles
Dorothy Acquaviva
Virginia Adair
Patricia Adler
Susan Adler
Josephine and Albert Agate
Phyllis Ahlman
Sophie Aissen
Arlene Albert
Dr. Jan Allard
Barbara W. Alsip
Horace Altman
Lisa Altus and family
Margaret Ambrosino and 
Kevin McClean
Elena Amico
Susan L. Andersen
Sharon S. Anderson
George and Karen Aposporos
Dr. Jennifer Arcand
Joyce Arias
Anna M. Arnold
Emily and Aaron Asencio
Arnold and Rhoda Back
Carolyn Badenhausen
Chance Bahadur
Tom and Alice Baird
Joseph and Barbara Balsama
Stephen Band 
Annamarie Barbieri
Pamela Barger
Marjorie Barrows
Ellen Bartholomew
Joseph Basak
Nancy Basmann
Adrienne Basso
Sharon A. Battistelli 
Dr. and Mrs. Joshua Baum
Mary Baum
Mary Baumgardner
Barbara A. Benson
Julian Berdych
John Bernstein
Richard and Gerry Berozsky



Laura Black
Helen D. Blackeby
Mary Blake
Melissa Bocci
Stella Bodall
Nancy Bodhorn
Mr. and Mrs. William R. 
Boest
Terri Bohn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. 
Bolotin
Marie G. Bonar
Mr. and Mrs. George E. 
Bonner
Barbara and Gene Botts
Catherine Boudreaux
Mary C. Bowlus
Michael K. Bowman
Lawrence and Terry Bradford
Cindy L. Brand
Neil H. Brandt
Edward and Cindy 
Braverman
Alicia Bresee
Barbara Briggs
Nicole Brilliant
William D. Brinnier, III
Andrea Brown
Cynthia A. Brown
Gerald and Elizabeth 
Buckalew
Cathrin A. Burns
Dr. John C. Burns
Janet M. Calvert
Kathi and Michael Caputo
Deb Caraway
Walter and Anna Marie 
Cardenas
Mary B. Carter 
Marilyn L. Cassidy
Barbara M. Castor
Tracey and Tomas Cataldo
Peter Chakeres
Julian and Susan Cheney
Megan Chessare
Eleanore Christie
Roxanne and Vincent 
Churchill
Carolyn Clark
Nancy L. Clark
Ms. Rae Clark
Gina Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Clay
Donna Cliffe
Sharon Cohen
Paul Collarile
Neil B. Collins
Kathy Cook
Wendy Cooper
Albert and Anna Coppola

Edwin and Leslie Murphy, Jr.
Gary T. Nagasawa
Jeanne M. Nagle
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. 
Nelson
Nancy J. Nichols
Dr. Keith Niesenbaum
Beth Niestat
Corinne A. Nye
John J. O’Brien
Terry A. O’Connor
Derek Olive
Lyle M. Ondayko
Anne C. Ortelee
Dianne G. Ostrow
Dr. Lisa Oswald
Patricia M. Paine
Leonard and Nancy Palumbo
Rosemarie Parker
Lucille Patinella
Kathy J. Patterson
Victoria Paul
Joanna Pearson
Lee J. and Christine M. Pease
Lauren Peay
Camille Perla
Sue C. Perlgut
Patricia Peyser and Kent 
Jocelyn
Susan M. Phaneuf
Michael J. Phelps
Margaret Phillips
Robert Pierson
Frederick Pittrich
Jennifer Podis
Michele S. Porter
Marjorie T. and Francis J. 
Posk
Janet E. Powers and Andrew 
Pizor
Kathy Prager
Elizabeth Presbruhi
D. Michele Prete
Monica L. Prichard
Dr. William J. Prokop
Peggy Pylypciw
Richard E. and Ann W. 
Radcliff
Anita M. Radin
Marybeth Rager
Diana F. Raison
Judith A. Rasmussen
Nancy D. Rathbone
Phyllis L. Read
Priscilla J. Read
John T. and Jacquelyn H. 
Reamy
Deborah and Robert Reeves
Barbara Regan
Thea and David Renaud

Saying “Thank You” for a 
Lifetime of Love—Your Will 
Says It Best
Planned gifts and bequests to the Feline 
Health Center provide essential support 
to ensure the continuation and growth of 
its activities to improve feline health and 
well-being in the years to come. If you 
are considering long-term support of the 
center through your will, we can assist 
you with the appropriate language to 
ensure that the Feline Health Center re-
ceives the full benefit of your generosity. 
Funds may be designated to a specific 
area or they can be appointed to be used 
for the area of greatest need. 

Please contact Lynne Williams, direc-
tor of development and public affairs, 
Baker Institute/Feline Health Center, at 
607.256.5645 or lsw12@cornell.edu.
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“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.” 

                                                                                                                   —William Arthur Ward

Cheryl Corsi
Joseph and Elizabeth Costello
Ann Cramer
Cynthia Creary
Ann Cron
Geraldine L. Crooker
Rosemary M. Cuddy
Eileen A. Cull
S. Leigh Curry, Jr.
Janet S. Curtin
Paula A. Cutcomb
Louise and Eugene Darconte
Evelyn P. Davies
Carol Grabowski Davis
Carolyn Davis
Denver and Theda Davis
Helene J. Deaguilar
Elisabeth DeAngelis
Michael A. DeStefano, Jr.
Nic Devriese
Jane Dickerson
Dianne Dietrich
Lois Digiantomasso
Sandra C. Dilucia
Deanne L. Dissinger
Cristel Dittrich
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick 
Dittrich, Jr.
Patricia Dolyak
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan 
Domagalski
Karen Dombrowski
John Donovan
Lorraine Donovan-Cosentino
Laurel Doty
Roberta Dougherty
Jessica Dowling
Robert T. Draper
William S. Drozd, Jr.
Mark and Janine Dubik
Dr. Ghislaine Duhamel
Anne M. Dunford
Dr. Christopher Dykhouse
Mark Edmonds
Jennifer L. Edwards
Pamela Edwards and John M. 
Costanzi
Jessica Egan
Rita and David Ekers
Frances J. Elfenbein
Lisa J. Eliassen
Holly K. Emmons
Laura N. Engel
Suzanne L. Engel
Ann G. England
Bob and Andrea English
Martha Eppinger
Nancy Famigletti
Jami L. Farry

Rachel and Brian Faust
Anna Fay
Madeleine and Lawrence 
Fechner
Bruce C. Federation and 
family
Mrs. John G. Feeley
Murray Feldman
Curte and Natalie Ferguson
Pam Ferguson
Barbara Fetesoff
Joanne and Chuck Fink
Helen C. Finkle
Martha Fischmeister
Paul and Jane Flaherty
Christine Fleuriel
Margaret B. Folwell
Anthony Foster
Lochie Fowler
Gerald Fritz
Thomas J. Froehlich
Stella K. Galatis
Sharon E. Galbreath
Robert Gann
Mrs. Frances Ganter
Barry D. Gantt
Dr. Edward Garner
Scott C. and Carol A. Garrand
Linda and Thomas Getz
Pauline F. Gherson
Valerie Giallella
Dr. Judy K. Gilbertson
Gary W. Goldberg
Paula and Robert Golladay
Jacquie and Elmer Griese
Norman G. Griffin
Thomas Gross
Jerome I. Grote
Sol M. Gruner
Monica Guenat
Beth Hagenlocker
Dr. Tara Haley
Joan M. Hamshire
Bruce and Lisa Hanson
Jeffrey and Elizabeth 
Hartman
Barbara Hartstein
Louise Hartung
Michelle and Paul Harvath
Deborah and Neil Hauser
Ann M. Hayden
Patricia H. Hayes
Vincent Hayley
Lois M. Head
Kathleen B. Hedges
Charlotte Heese
Carol Henkel
Sheila Herbert
Mary B. Hester

Kenneth D. Heusler
Diane E. Hitchings
Christine B. Hoff
Janet M. Hoffman
Phyllis Hoke
Roberta Hollingsworth
Janet M. Hotton
Donald J. Howard
Susan and W. Wilson Hulme, II
Susan Hunt
Elisabeth Hurd
Catherine Hutchins
Kalman V. Illyefalvi
Les Isaacowitz
Theodore R. Jacobs
Patricia Jacubec
Adam James and family
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Janesick
Dr. Emily Jarvis
Greg and Janet Jensen
Drs. Wolfgang and Maria 
Jochle
Elsie Johnson
Peggy B. Johnson
Cheryl Johnston
Dr. Victoria L. Jordan
Sanford and Linda Josephson
David and Beth Kagan
John Kambhu
Betsey Kamm
Beatrice Kantrowitz
Daphne Kao
Roberta Kaplan
Harold and Karen Karabell
Marcella and Barry Kasarda
Jean Kashmer
Paul R. Kasper
Yael Kastiel
Dr. Jennifer M. Katz
Kenneth and Christel Kavulia
Nan K. Keblas
Sue W. Kellam
Beverly L. Keller
Ann Kelsey
JoAnne Kennedy
Patricia Kennedy-Vierra
Dr. Paul Kennett
Daniel J. Kenney
David and Patty Kent
Kathleen Kimber
Jenny and Rick Klabansky
Scott H. Klein
James and Roxanne Knight
Michael Kroboth
Dr. Steven H. Kross
Gail and Robert Kulikowsky
Marilyn Kupchak
Katharine P. Kurpel
Thomas and Beth Lamons

Janice D. Lampinen
Carol Lapre
Susan Laume
Carol A. Lawrence
Catherine Lee
Susan Lemonds
Ellen and Denis Lenard
Susan and Penn Lenson
Rhoda Levi
Dr. Marcia Levine
Symme B. Levine
Dr. Linda Linday
Loren Lippman
Kira and Tom Lis
Charles and Lorrie Lofaso
Dr. Melissa Long
Daniel Lore
Carol Lower
Carol Lowrey
Julia Lu
Gulen F. and John A. Lukas
Dar and Lynda Lundberg
Susan A. Lynn
Angus R. Macleod
Kevin and Sheri Mahaney
Janet M. Mainiero
Alaine Major
Christine Mangino-Sanner
Martha Mannion
Debbie Marks
Slava Martin
Joan Mathison
Heather Mattinson
Anita Maurizio
Sara Mazzone
Megan McCormick
Sandee B. McEvoy
Susan McKeever
Donald and Joanne McKinley
Doug McLaughlin
Elizabeth D. McLean
Castilla McNamara
Gail E. Merone
Julianne Milek
Marian Miller
William Miller
Sharon Mills
Rev. Arthur G. Minichello
Kathy Mizuno
Carolyn C. Montague
Marlene Monteleone
Brenda K. Moore
David and Helen Morey
Christine Moriarty
Patrick Moriarty
Alicia Morse
Catherine Mott
Marjorie Mowrey

Carole Replogle
Tonya M. and Walker D. 
Reynolds
Mrs. Afton Richards
Donna Richards
Lois C. Richards
Roberta L. Richards
Shirley M. Rigano
Brenda Rion
Deborah A. Robinson
Susan E. Robinson
James and Lorraine Rogers
Kathleen Rohlfing
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Romig
Phyllis G. Rosalli
Seth and Carolyn Rosenthal
Sandra Ross
Victoria Rossi
Ingrid Rothman
Anna Rounbehler
Julie Rowan
Larry and Marilyn Royster
Dr. Jennie Rubenstein
Sabrina Rupp
Joan M. Russ-Brewer
Amelia A. Rutledge
Nancy Ryan
Ronald J. Rybicki
Lorrie A. St. Pierre
Christine M. Sacerdote
Sharon Sachs
Janet Sagona
Catherine Sakalian
Theresa and Jeffery Sanders
Mildred Sanes
Debra Sapcariu
Dr. Laura L. Sartor
Nonette D. Schafer
Michael Schlesinger
Jim Schneider
Carrie J. Schoen
Charles Schwartz
Michael and Marilyn 
Schwartz
Mitchel and Caroline Schwass
Laura A. Seche
Betty J. Seegers
Rebecca Segal
Susan M. Seidman
Thomas and Marjorie 
Seidman
Judith Semkow
Anne M. Sevier-Buckingham
Robert J. Sevigny
Ingeborg D. Sexton
Joe Ann M. Shaffer
Elizabeth Shankin
Richard W. Shappell
Dr. Diane E. Shepherd

Amit Sheth
Carol F. Shuman
Marjorie and Richard Singer
Robert Slocum
Dorothy V. Smallwood
Alison and Dan Smith
Ethan T. Smith
Gary L. Smith
Gayle Smith
Jane Smurthwaite
Bonnie and Bruce Somers
Elissa Sommer
Kenny Sommer
South Jersey Pops Orchestra
David and Darlene Spafford
Raymond and Susan Spinelli
Nona Starzyk
Lyndia Stauffer
Debra Stayman
Joyce Steele
Suzanne Steffens
Arthur and Judy Stein
Stephen and Jean Steiner
Joan and Frederick Stell
Cheryl Stephenson
Tom Stephenson
Stonington Veterinary 
Hospital
James and Kathy Stover
Lori K. Sudderth
Gail and Edward Surowiec
Wendy Takatsuka
Dr. Maurice Tannenbaum
Norman and Carole Tarbell
Thomas Tatarian
David Taussig and Cecily 
Burke
Vera A. Taylor
Marilyn Teplitz
Carole Thompson
Clark and Rose Thompson
Frank and Nina Thorp
Stacey Thoyre
Sydna W. Tierney
Marian and A. Rowland Todd
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Toth 
Carol Trout
Nancy Udell
Francis J. Uhlir
Patricia Ungar
Ruth A. Valenti
Thomas Vanderzee
Karen VanKennen
Peter Varley
Janet Venditti
Barbara L. Verdone
Veterinary Internal Medicine
Melodie L. Viele
Patricia Viets

Patricia Villa
Cynthia J. Vroman
Wilma G. Wall
Christopher Wallace
Martha C. Wallace 
Susan and Richard Walther
Jan Ward
Sheila K. Ward
Melissa Warheit
Fran Watnick
John W. Waxman
Robin M. Webb
Janice B. Webster
Elaine Wechsler
Dr. John E. Weeks
Sam Weintraub
Patty Welch
Rosemary Wey
Marilyn White
Max White
Charlene Wilcox
Dr. Eileen Wilentz
Nancy E. Wilkinson
Jill Willbanks
Maureen Williams and  
Sue Norris
Patricia Williams
Janice Wilson
Rickey Wilson
Rosemary Winkelman
Karin M. and Robert F. 
Wiseman
Linda Wisnieski
John and Candy Wisniewski
Dave Wolfthal
Eugene Wolkow
Connie S. Wood
Cynthia W. Wood
Ralph and Valerie Wood
Barbara Woodstone
Laura E. Woolley
Nancy J. Wulwick and Robert 
L. Basmann
Yvonne Yokes
Brent and Nancy Young
Janice and George Young
Maureen A. Young
Karen Youngblood
Diane and Craig  Zabel
Myna S. Zatkin
Louise V. Zawadzki
Linda Zeswitz
Susan Zigrossi
Al Zimmerman
James N. Zumbo
Zymet Animal Hospital



A Cat Clinic
A Country Cat House
Abundance of Care Pet Hospital
Eileen R. Adamo, DVM
Adirondack Animal Hospital
Kim Adrid, DVM
Albuquerque Cat Clinic, Inc.
All About Cats Veterinary Clinic
All Cats Healthcare Clinic
All Cats Hospital
All Pets Medical Center
Allenwood Animal Hospital
Amherst Veterinary Hospital
Animal Care Clinic
Animal General,  
Avon, Conn.
Animal General,  
Edgewater, N.J.
Animal Hospitable Veterinary Clinic
Animal Hospital of Greenwich and 
Stamford
Animal Hospital of Kent
Animal Hospital of Pittsford
Animal Hospital of Walnut
Animal Kind Veterinary Hospital
Animal Medical of New City
Ardda Animal Hospital
Arlington South Veterinary Hospital
Aspetuck Animal Hospital
AVH Veterinary Group
Baldwin Animal Hospital and Bird 
Clinic
Baldwin Harbor Animal Hospital
Baring Boulevard Veterinary Hospital
Batavia Animal Hospital
Bay Hill Cat Hospital
Bayshore Animal Hospital
Berkeley Dog and Cat Hospital
Bolton Veterinary Hospital
Brevard Feline Medical Practice
Briar Patch Veterinary Hospital
Brockton Animal Hospital
Brook Farm Veterinary Center
Bryan Animal Hospital
Burlington Veterinary Center
Burrstone Animal Hospital
Buster Brown’s All Animal Care 
Clinic
Cape Ann Veterinary Hospital
Capital Cat Clinic
Kathy Carlson, DVM
Carver Lake Veterinary Center
Cat Care
Cat Care Clinic
Cat Care Clinic of Ormond Beach
Cat Care Hospital,  
Greensboro, N.C.

Clinic and Hospital 
Memorial Gift Program

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of 
the information represented on the following pages. 
Please notify Donald Personius at 607.253.3414 or 
dkp1@cornell.edu concerning any errors or omissions.

 

Cat Care Hospital,  
West Chester, Ohio
Cat Clinic of Greensboro
Cat Clinic of Plymouth
Cat Hospital at Towson
Cat Hospital of Chicago
Cat Hospital of Petaluma
Cat Hospital of Portland
Cat Hospital of Sarasota
Cat Sense Feline Hospital
Cats Exclusive Veterinary Center
Cats Limited Veterinary Hospital
Cats Love Housecalls
Cats Only Animal Hospital
Cats Only Veterinary Clinic, 
Columbus, Ohio
Cats Only Veterinary Clinic,  
Norman, Okla.
Cats Only Veterinary Hospital
Center for Feline Medicine and 
Surgery
Central Animal Hospital
Centreville Animal Hospital
Chico Hospital for Cats
Chippens Hill Veterinary Hospital
Clark Animal Care Center
Clarkson Veterinary Hospital
John S. Clauss, DVM
Clear Lakes Animal Wellness
Coastal Cats Feline Health Care
Cobleskill Veterinary Clinic
Elizabette Cohen, DVM
Steven J. Cohen, DVM
College Point Animal Hospital
Patricia J. Collins, DVM
Community Veterinary Hospital
Companion Animal Hospital
James F. Cone, DVM
John A. Contino, DVM
Cosmic Cat Veterinary Clinic
Country Cat Clinic
Croton Animal Hospital
Marnie F. Cryer, DVM
Eileen Dalton, DVM
Dalton Animal Care
Deer Park Animal Hospital
Delmar Veterinary Associates
John C. DeVerna, DVM
Dongan Hills Veterinary Practice
Doylestown Animal Medical Clinic
Dworkis Dog and Cat Hospital
Eagle Animal Hospital
Eagle Rock Veterinary Hospital
East Hilliard Veterinary Services
East Meadow Animal Hospital
East Valley Animal Clinic
Easthampton Animal Hospital
Eastview Veterinary Clinic
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July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009
The following veterinarians, clinics, and hospitals 
provided valuable financial contributions to the Cor-
nell Feline Health Center through its Memorial Gift 
Program. Collectively, these gifts assist the center in 
funding feline health studies and furthering the edu-
cation of cat owners and veterinarians through offer-
ings like our client education brochure series, and 
our collaborative online videos such as “Home Care 
for Cats,” “Cat Owner’s Guide to Kidney Disease,” 
and our soon-to-be-released “Managing Destruc-
tive Scratching Behavior,” and the annual Fred Scott 
Feline Symposium for veterinarians. 

We deeply appreciate the patronage of these vet-
erinarians, clinics, and hospitals whose generosity is 
helping to improve the lives of cats. 

Veterinarians 

supporting the 

advancement of 

feline health in 

honor of beloved 

feline patients.

Pixie was my Siamese cat of 17 years. She was a loyal friend. 
I got her as a kitten in 1992 just before I started veterinary 
school at Cornell. She was with me throughout my entire 
veterinary training at Cornell, through my start in practice, 
marriage, moving, and everything else in my life until May 4, 
2009, when she succumbed to renal failure. Things are not the 
same without her, and she is sorely missed by me, my wife, 
and her younger “brother,” Hobo, an 11-year-old Siamese.

                                    —Dr. Glen Stockett, Cornell class of 1996
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 A Loyal 
Friend



Erie Animal Hospital
Estates Animal Hospital
Exclusively Cats Veterinary Hospital
Farmington Veterinary Clinic
Feline Health
Jean A. Ferreri, DVM
Carolyn R. Fisher, DVM
Flower Valley Veterinary Clinic
For Cats Only Medical and Surgical 
Center
Forest Hills Cat Hospital
Barbara R. French, DVM
Jeffrey B. French, DVM  
Gardens Veterinary Hospital
Gearhart Veterinary Hospital
Georgetown Veterinary Hospital
Judy Gilbertson, DVM
Glen Animal Hospital
Godspeed Animal Care
Goodman Animal Hospital
Goshen Animal Clinic
Greenwich Animal Hospital
Edward J. Gschrey, DVM
George E. Hahn, DVM
Caryl Handelman, DVM
Harlingen Veterinary Clinic
Hartsdale Veterinary Hospital
Emi Hayashi, DVM
Raymond S. Hayes, DVM
Joanne C. Healey, DVM
Mark P. Helfat, DVM
Robert L. Henrickson, DVM
William H. Herbold, DVM
Highland Animal Hospital
Ellen B. Hikes, DVM
Holden Veterinary Clinic
Home Veterinary Services
Bruce N. Hoskins, DVM
Linda E. Jacobson, DVM
Jeffersonville Animal Hospital
Doreen F. John, DVM
Katonah Bedford Veterinary Center
Mary L. Keating, DVM
Kingstowne Cat Clinic
Ronald M. Kipnis, DVM
Kitty’s Doctor
Elizabeth Knighton, DVM
LaGrange Veterinary Hospital
Layhill Animal Hospital
JoAnne Leja, DVM
Gloria Leopard, DVM
Lexington Animal Hospital
Jane E. Liller, DVM
Linwood Animal Hospital
Lums Pond Animal Hospital
Lyndon Veterinary Clinic
Main Street Cat Hospital
Manchester Veterinary Clinic

Manetto Hill Animal Clinic
Manhattan Cat Specialists
Manhattan Veterinary Group
Manheim Pike Veterinary Hospital
Manlius Veterinary Hospital
Robert A. Marrazzo, DVM
Marsh Hospital for Animals
Matawan Animal Hospital
Mattapoisett Animal Hospital
Matunis Vets Inc.
Mayfair Animal Hospital
Meadowridge Veterinary Hospital
Medway Animal Hospital
Merivale Cat Hospital
Metro Cat Hospital
Alan S. Meyer, DVM
Middletown Veterinary Hospital
Milford Animal Hospital,  
Milford, Conn.
Milford Animal Hospital,  
Milford, Pa.
Alexander Miller, DVM
Millhopper Veterinary Medical Center
Millwood Animal Hospital
Monticello Animal Hospital
Montrose Animal Health Center
Morrisville Cat Hospital
Mt. Holly Animal Hospital
Nanuet Animal Hospital
National Veterinary Associates
New England Cat Care
New Milford Animal Hospital
New York Cat Hospital
John D. Nordwall, DVM
North Country Veterinary Services
North Windham Animal Hospital
Northern Tier Veterinary Clinic
Northland Cat Clinic
North Shore Animal Hospital
Oakton-Vienna Veterinary Hospital
Olde Towne Animal Hospital
Oradell Animal Hospital
Oro Valley Pet Clinic
Park Ridge Animal Hospital
Parkview Cat Clinic
Parkway Animal Hospital
Pleasant Valley Animal Hospital
Raymond Pray, DVM
Franklin Rapp, DVM
Leigh Anne Reed, DVM
Kelly Regan, DVM
Anne S. Rice, DVM
Ridge Animal Hospital
Ridgewood Veterinary Hospital
Roanoke Animal Hospital
Rockledge Veterinary Clinic
Ruxton Animal Hospital
Rye Harrison Veterinary Hospital

Rye Neck Veterinary Hospital
St. Francis Animal Clinic
Sakonnet Veterinary Hospital
Salmon Brook Veterinary Hospital
Saugerties Animal Hospital
Saugus Animal Hospital
Ronald A. Scharf, DVM
Alan B. Schreier, DVM
Schulhof Animal Hospital
Scott, Henry, and Rosen
Rebecca E. Seacord, DVM
Sigler Animal Hospital
Kim A. Slade, DVM
Sleepy Hollow Animal Hospital
Peter H. Soboroff, DVM
Somers Animal Hospital
Somers Point Veterinary Hospital
Somerset Animal Hospital
South Towne Veterinary Hospital
South Windsor Veterinary Clinic
Springfield Animal Hospital
Springville Animal Hospital
Stack Hospital for Pets
Stafford Veterinary Hospital
Star Meadow Animal Clinic
Storybook Farm Veterinary Hospital
Suffield Veterinary Hospital
Sunnyside Pet Healthcare Center
Heidi Tapscott, DVM
Alan Tausz, DVM
The Cat Care Clinic
The Cat Doctor,  
Atlanta, Ga.
The Cat Doctor,  
Columbus, Ohio
The Cat Doctor,  
Endicott, N.Y.
The Cat Doctor,  
Fort Myers, Fla.
The Cat Doctor,  
Milwaukee, Wisc.
The Cat Doctor,  
Rockledge, Fla.
The Cat Hospital of Durham– 
Chapel Hill
The Cat Hospital of Fairfax
The Cat Hospital at Palm Harbor 
The Cat Practice
The Coast Cat Clinic
The Completely Cat Clinic
The Feline Hospital
The Kitty Clinic
The Moriches Hospital for Animals
The Nashville Cat Clinic
The Visiting Vet
Ezekiel F. Thomas, DVM
Marilyn J. Thompson, DVM
Thoreau Veterinary Hospital
Thornwood Veterinary Hospital

Three Village Veterinary Hospital
Town and Country Animal Clinic
Triboro Animal Hospital
Trylon Vet Care
Tyngsboro Veterinary Hospital
University Animal Hospital
University Drive Veterinary Hospital
Valley Cottage Animal Hospital
Valley Veterinarian Partners
VCA Animal Care Center of Sonoma 
County
VCA Cat Hospital of Philadelphia
VCA Hemingway Cat Hospital
Vet on Wheels
Veterinary Centers of America
Veterinary Internal Medicine
Veterinary Oncology and Referral 
Clinic
Veterinary Practice Associates, Inc.
Veterinary Specialty Hospital of San 
Diego
Vienna Animal Hospital, Inc.
Viking Community Animal Hospital
Alvin J. Vogel, DVM
Wantagh Animal Hospital
Watertown Animal Hospital
Meredith E. Weller, DVM
West Chelsea Veterinary
West Park Veterinary Services
Westside Hospital for Cats
Megan N. Williams, DVM
Andrew J. Williamson, DVM
Melanie L. Wilson, DVM
Windsor Veterinary Clinic
Winsted Hospital for Animals
Michael Woltz, DVM
Woodbury Animal Hospital
Wooded Acres Animal Hospital
Woodhaven Veterinary Clinic
Wright’s Corners Animal Care Center
Kristine Yee, DVM
James C. Zgoda, DVM
Harold M. Zweighaft, DVM

Fiscal Year 2009 Expenses
Research	 $60,738

Travel	 $1,094 

Operations: Administrative	 $191,463

Consultation Service	 $131,729

Operations: Infrastructure	 $65,328

Outreach/Education	 $194,928

Total Expenses	 $645,280

Gifts AND Memorial Program  60%

Outreach/Education Program  26%

Total Endowment AND Similar funds  13%

Total Investment Income  1%

Total Royalty revenue  <1%

Research  9% 

Travel  <1%

Operations: Administrative  30%

Consultation service  21%

Operations: Infrastructure  10%

Outreach/education  30%
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Financial Summary 2009

Fiscal Year 2009 Revenues
Gifts and Memorial Program	 $487,724

Outreach/Education Program	 $210,780

Total Endowment and Similar Funds	 $104,347

Total Investment Income	 $12,480

Total Royalty Revenue	 $3,006

Total Revenues	 $818,337



Your support is the key to the 
success of the Feline Health 

Center. Our work is funded primarily 
through private contributions from 
individuals, alumni, and veterinar-
ians who love cats. The center is con-
tinually grateful for its friends, who 
deserve the highest commendation 
for their passion and commitment to 
improving feline health. Listed below 
are some of the ways you can help 
support the center’s activities.

The Power of Endowment
Endowment is invested capital that 
generates funds to be used in perpetuity 
to support the Feline Health Center and 
build its financial foundation, its secu-
rity. Endowment funds for the benefit of 
the Feline Health Center are managed 
as part of Cornell University’s long-term 
investment pool, with an annual payout 
rate determined by the Cornell Board of 
Trustees—usually equal to between 4 
and 5 percent of the value of the endow-
ment. Earnings in excess of the payout are 
returned to the endowment to preserve 
its purchasing power against inflation and 
allow for growth over time. 

The name chosen for an endowment 
fund may be the donor’s, his or her fami-
ly’s, or that of a beloved pet—and becomes 
a permanent tribute and perpetual source 
of support to the Feline Health Center. 

Named Graduate Scholarship
A minimum gift of $50,000 will endow 
a scholarship or fellowship for a student 
pursuing a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
or post-graduate degree with an interest in 
feline medicine. Financial aid makes a sig-
nificant difference in the choices students 
make regarding their studies and their 
careers and helps alleviate the significant 
debt burden that often accompanies the 
pursuit of advanced degrees and training.

Named Clinical Research Fund
For a minimum gift of $100,000, a named 
fund will generate income for competi-
tive clinical research grants to Cornell 
University College of Veterinary Medicine 

faculty members to discover the underly-
ing cause of feline diseases and to develop 
new preventions, treatments, and cures. 
Research conducted by the nation’s leading 
veterinary scientists at Cornell is geared 
toward advancing the health and well-
being of cats and other animals, and it can 
sometimes improve human health as well. 

Named Residency
Residency training, which students 
undergo after receiving their Doctorate 
of Veterinary Medicine, leads to special-
ization in highly skilled fields such as 
neurology, oncology, surgery, and numer-
ous other fields that can have a significant 
impact on feline medicine. A minimum 
gift of $900,000 can endow a named resi-
dency and provide income for the stipends 
and research grants that accompany this 
intensive two-year training program. 

Cash Gifts
Cash contributions provide necessary 
financial resources to help the Feline 
Health Center respond to the needs of 
cats. To make a gift, please phone Sheryl 
Thomas at 607.253.3001 or visit our online 
giving page at www.vet.cornell.edu, click 
the How to Help tab, and locate the link 
for online giving under the Contributions 
heading (near the top of the page). 

Planned Gifts 
Unlike cash gifts, planned gifts provide 
financial resources for the future of the 
Feline Health Center while allowing you 
to enjoy immediate tax benefits and/or 
income based on the investment type  
you choose. If you would like to discuss 
any of the options below, please contact 
Lynne Williams, director of development 
and public affairs, Baker Institute/Feline 
Health Center, 607.256.5645 or  
lsw12@cornell.edu. 

Bequests. You can help ensure better 
health for future generations of cats by 
naming the Feline Health Center as a ben-
eficiary in your will. To accomplish this, 
use these words:

“I give, devise, and bequeath [Descrip-
tion of Property] to Cornell University, an 
educational corporation situated in Ithaca, 
New York, for the exclusive benefit of the 
Cornell Feline Health Center within the 
New York State College of Veterinary 
Medicine.”

Life Income Agreements. This option 
allows you to make the Feline Health 
Center the remainder beneficiary of a trust 
you create during your lifetime while 
retaining income for yourself and/or a sec-
ond beneficiary. You receive an immediate 
tax deduction when you create your trust.

Trusts. By establishing a trust, donors 
either name the Feline Health Center as 
the trust beneficiary or place assets in a 
trust fund that will generate income for 
the center over a specified term. 

Stocks. Through your gift of appreciated 
securities, stocks, or bonds to the Feline 
Health Center, you may avoid some or all 
of the capital gains tax by deducting their 
full current market value as a charitable 
contribution.

James R. Richards, Jr. Memorial 
Fund for Feline Health
The James R. Richards, Jr. Memorial 
Fund for Feline Health was established 
with donations given in memory of Dr. 
James Richards, Jr., by friends, fans, and 
colleagues following his death on April 
24, 2007. The income from this fund will 
support the James R. Richards Memorial 
Feline Lectures to honor the outstanding 
contributions that Dr. Richards, director 
of the Feline Health Center from 1997 to 
2007, made to the field of feline medicine. 
A series of state-of-the-art lectures on 
various areas of feline medicine will be 
held periodically at Cornell’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine, the annual New York 
State Veterinary Conference, and the an-
nual Fred Scott Feline Symposium. There 
is no finer way to support Dr. Richards’ 
passion for cats and for education than by 
making it possible, through these me-
morial lectures, for the leaders in feline 
medicine to share their newest and most 
pertinent knowledge directly with those 
veterinarians (and future veterinarians) 
working each day to improve the lives of 
cats everywhere. 

Contributions to support this fund are 
welcome. 

Dr. Louis J. Camuti Memorial 
Endowment Fund
Louis J. Camuti, a well-known doctor in 
the New York metropolitan area, was the 
first veterinarian in the United States to 
devote his entire practice to cats. For more 
than 60 years, Dr. Camuti made house 

calls for his feline patients. Following his 
death in 1981, friends sought to honor his 
memory through the creation of the Dr. 
Louis J. Camuti Memorial Endowment 
Fund. Together with a small consulta-
tion fee, this fund helps defray the Feline 
Health Center’s costs of approximately 
$100,000 a year to operate the Camuti  
Memorial Feline Consultation and 
Diagnostic Service, 1.800.KITTYDR 
(1.800.548.8937). Cat lovers, breeders, and 
veterinarians worldwide use this service to 
obtain information on feline ailments and 
treatment options. 

Contributions to help maintain this fund 
are welcome.

Memorial Program for Feline 
Companions
The loss of a beloved cat can be a truly 
devastating experience, sometimes causing 
emotions as intense as those felt over the 
loss of any other family member. Expres-
sion of compassion and understanding 
can be immensely comforting to those 
who have experienced the loss. A memo-
rial contribution in the cat’s name shows 
your sensitivity in a way that will help 
other cats live healthier lives. Veterinar-
ians, please phone Don Personius at 
607.253.3414; others, please phone Sheryl 
Thomas at 607.253.3001.

Membership
The Feline Health Center offers member-
ship plans for both veterinarians and cat 
owners. Your membership dollars enable 
us to support feline health studies consis-
tent with our mission and to publish and 
disseminate current information about 
feline health care. To subscribe or set up a 
gift membership, phone Kathy Mospan at 
607.253.3093. 

The Cornell Feline Health Center is a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization. Gifts 
made to the center are tax-deductible to 
the full extent of the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Code.

Opportunities for Support

Administration
Dr. Fred W. Scott, DVM, PhD, Director

Michael Lenetsky, Administrative Manager

Support Team
Danielle Diaz, Database Administrator/Clinic and Hospital Memorial Program  
Assistant (607.253.3443)

Kathleen Mospan, Administrator for Consultation and Member Services 
(607.253.3093) (1.800.KITTYDR)

Donald Kirk Personius, Communications Coordinator/Administrator for Clinic and 
Hospital Memorial Program (607.253.3414)

Pamela Sackett, Coordinator for Client Education Brochures, Sales, and Mailing  
Services (607.253.3443)

Sheryl Thomas, Assistant to the Director/Administrator for Charitable Gifts and 
Planned Giving (607.253.3001)

Mascot
Elizabeth, a.k.a. “Queen Elizabeth,” Official Office Greeter

Feline Health Center  
Staff

Left to right: Pam, Danielle, Kathleen, Don, Sheryl, Fred, and Michael
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For additional information about these wish-list items, please contact 
Sheryl Thomas at 607.253.3001 or sat6@cornell.edu.

Elizabeth thanks you!

Cornell University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer. Produced by the Office of Publications and Marketing at Cornell University
Design: Barbara Drogo; Copyediting: Susan Baldwin; Photography: Alexis Wenski-Roberts, Dr. Mark N. Frolick (cover photo), iStock
Printed on recycled paper. 12/09 00M Brodock 090387

Elizabeth’s Wish List
Our feline ambassador, Elizabeth, 
has worked with our staff to develop 
this list of ideas for those friends who 
would like to designate a specific gift 
to support the work of the center. 
Elizabeth knows that enlisting the help 
of others works. She encourages you to 
join with friends, colleagues, organiza-
tions, and scientific or medical com-
panies to gather support for the needs 
and wishes represented below. 

All gifts, large or small, are welcomed 
in the name of feline health. As we 
continue to make our way through this 
time of financial volatility in our na-
tion and state, your gifts are especially 
important to help continue the fine 
work done by the Feline Health Center 
and its partners within the College of 
Veterinary Medicine.

Bair Hugger, a forced-air warming unit for use with feline radiation 
patients when under anesthesia to prevent unintended hypothermia. 
Patients under anesthesia cannot regulate their own temperatures, and 
forced-air warming is an effective way to keep them warm: $1,850

Multiple Parameter ECG Machine for monitoring vital signs of cats 
while under general anesthesia for daily radiation therapy treatments. 
Being able to monitor patients’ heart rate, respiratory rate, oxygen 
saturation, blood pressure, and carbon dioxide output means that feline 
patients will receive the best possible care while under anesthesia for 
cancer treatment: $12,000 

Three 24-inch computer monitors for viewing digital images (radio-
graphs, CT, MRI, ultrasound) of feline cancer patients. The monitors 
will assist oncology faculty, residents, and students in reviewing and 
discussing the appropriate course of treatment and assessment of cats 
with cancer: $2,600 

petMAP blood pressure monitor for use with cats that have renal fail-
ure or hyperthyroidism. This monitor allows tracking of blood pressure 
to ensure adequate blood flow during surgery/anesthesia: $1,425

Miniature 24-hour electrocardiographic monitor for feline patients 
with heart disease at the Cornell University Hospital for Animals. The 
monitor will be accessible to veterinarians in the field for cats that have 
heart disease: $2,500

Gait Analysis System for diagnosing lameness in cats. This system will 
aid the Cornell Comparative Medicine Pain Program with the manage-
ment and treatment of cases associated with feline pain and suffering: 
$5,400

Ways You Can Help
Establish an endowment:
Feline Health Center directorship: $2,000,000

Residency in feline medicine: $900,000

Direct a gift to help fund:
Feline Health Center Scholarship fund for vet students: any amount

Specialized clinical training of a feline medical resident ($75,000 
per year): any amount

Grants for feline health studies (annual costs per study are $1,000 to 
$20,000 and more): any amount

Feline Care Fund, for medical treatment of indigent cats at the Cornell 
University Hospital for Animals. During these difficult economic times, 
an increasing number of cats are tragically going without life-saving 
treatments ($500 supports treatment of one cat): any amount 

Faculty-advised student feline projects: Students are often in need 
of funds to enable them to establish projects, attend conferences, com-
plete externships, and organize events related to feline health. Other 
student-run projects include a Cornell Cat Show and community-based 
feline health and education projects: any amount

Purchase much-needed equipment for the  
Cornell University Hospital for Animals: 
Dental Scaler for use with feline cancer patients. Clean teeth are es-
sential when administering radiation therapy to patients with oral can-
cer. This scaler would help prevent complications within the radiation 
treatment field: $4,500
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“Greaser” is our Korat, a breed that comes from Thailand 
and isn’t very common in the United States. Her official 
name is “Son Éminence Grise” (French for “her gray 
eminence,” from a nickname given to French monk Père 
Joseph, a confidante of Cardinal Richelieu). All Korats are 
pure silver-blue, from the tips of the whiskers to the tip of 
the tail. Greaser was bred at “Ithacats,” a cattery owned by 
Linda Kabelac, who is a major gifts officer for Cornell.

Anyway, here’s our story about Greaser, as told once in a 
letter to Jim Richards, former director of the Feline Health 
Center: “As soon as John heads for his chair in the living 
room in the morning, she hops onto it just ahead of him.  
She tolerates being petted initially, but what she really 
wants is for John to ‘play Cat.’ Picture, if you will, Zubin 
Mehta standing before the orchestra, arms outstretched.  
Now substitute John, bent over in front of his chair, hands 
held up, one at the head of the cat and one at the tail. The 
front hand moves slowly toward the cat.  Rr-o-o-o-wl! re-
sponds the cat. The hand retreats; the cat stares wide-eyed, 
waiting for the next cue. There it is—a movement from the 
hand at the tail end.  R-o-o-o-o-wwwl!  Slight movement 
of the hand at her head.  Rrr-r-r! A bigger hand movement.  
Ro-o-o-w-w—wwwl! It’s a symphony that would probably 
have made Beethoven grateful for deafness, but both par-
ticipants enjoy it thoroughly.”

True to her name, Greaser is indeed the “gray eminence” 
in our life, and she brings us endless entertainment and 
pleasure.

—Helen and John Putre

Housemate
Greaser
Our



College of Veterinary Medicine
Hungerford Hill Road
Ithaca, NY 14853

www.vet.cornell.edu/FHC
Telephone: 607.253.3414

Mission
To improve the health and well-being of cats 
everywhere by:

•	 Finding ways of preventing and curing 
diseases of cats by conducting and 
sponsoring breakthrough feline health 
studies

•	 Educating veterinarians and cat owners 
about feline health by providing timely 
medical information and by promoting 
public understanding and awareness of 
feline issues

•	 Aiding veterinarians when new or 
unknown feline diseases occur


